S P O T LIG H T O N

Hospice care in Ireland has always centred around needsbased services, and this philosophy is also extended to
hospice and palliative care for children. Dr Suzie Quin,
Dr Jean Clarke, Dr Jo Murphy-Lawless and Ms Patricia
Browne are carrying out the Children’s Needs Assessment
and are hopeful that the results will eventually benefit
families directly. According to Suzie, “When a family
member is sick, it is always a traumatic situation, but when
a child is severely ill, it becomes very difficult for the family
members to cope. People need to feel that they are doing
the best they possibly can for their children, and the
services that are available must be able to facilitate them.”

The Children’s Needs Assessment will thus bring
together a broad range of viewpoints as well as personal
experiences, which will incorporate many different and,
oftentimes unique, perspectives. The contributions from
families are particularly important in this respect, as they
truly understand the reality of looking after a child who
is severely ill.

T

The Children’s Needs Assessment is happening in
communities throughout the Republic, which is very
important because there may be variations from one
location to another in the types of care available and
how accessible the services are to the people who need
them. A multi-disciplinary steering committee, representing
a broad range of organisations and groups involved with
the provision of children’s health care, oversees the research

“PEOPLE N EED TO FEEL THAT THEY
ARE D OIN G THE BEST THEY POSSIBLY
CAN FOR THEIR CHILD REN, AN D THE
SERVICES THAT ARE AVAILABLE MUST
BE ABLE TO FACILITATE THEM”

The main objective of the Children’s Needs Assessment
is, according to Suzie, “To acquire as much information as
possible about the needs of children and their families, the
services that exist and where the gaps are. We also want
to include the views of as many people as possible involved
with children’s health care on a daily basis. To this end
the following groups are involved: medical consultants,
palliative care teams, policy makers, voluntary organisations,
community-based health care providers, professional groups
working with families and parents and children themselves.”

Although the Assessment is still underway, Suzie remarked,
“We are very positive about the very co-operative responses
we have received so far from healthcare community
professionals. What’s coming across is a true commitment
to their patients and families.” A crucial piece of the
research is also incorporating literature from other countries,
according to Patricia. “Some countries have dealt with
exactly the same struggles that we are having now and
have overcome the same barriers in terms of access to
care. The information we’re coming across can have a huge
benefit to developing services within an Irish context.”
The Children’s Needs Assessment itself is the first stage in
improving children’s health care in Ireland, with the hope
that these research findings will be taken into consideration
when planning future policy measures.
When asked if the community could help in any way
with this vital study, the researchers responded that the most
helpful information would come from general practitioners
who have treated children with life-limiting illnesses.
If there are any G.P.’s who would be willing to take part
by completing a questionnaire, please contact either
Patricia or Suzie, whose details are below.
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by meeting with the team regularly, helping with any
difficulties that may arise and by also providing general
support throughout the process.

F

he Report of the National Advisory Council on
Palliative Care, launched in November 2001,
forms the foundation for future developments in
hospice and palliative care. One of the issues noted in the
Report is that little is known about Irish children’s hospice
and palliative care needs. It was decided that the first step
in improving children’s services is to undertake a Children’s
Needs Assessment that would both examine the existing
services for very sick children and would also determine
whether further development of these services is required
in order to fully meet families’ needs. The Irish Hospice
Foundation is delighted to be co-funding this very
necessary study in partnership with the Department
of Health and Children.
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2003

has been a very busy year for the Irish Hospice
Foundation, as we have begun lots of new projects and have
even more planned for the coming months!

HOSPICE COMMUN ITY N EWS
In an effort to increase the amount of information
available about the hospice services that exist throughout
the country, which is beneficial both for members of the
hospice community and the general public, the Irish
Hospice Foundation has recently brought Maura Dunne
on board as a project worker. Over the past couple of
months, Maura has been contacting all the hospice groups
in Ireland to gather more details about their size, structure,
the people to contact in each organisation and about the
services they offer to their communities. We are then
planning to publish this information in an up-to-date
hospice and palliative care services directory that will
be available for both hospice professionals and members
of the community. If you would like to receive the
directory, please contact us on 01 679 3188.
Hospice groups from around the country recently gathered
for a meeting hosted by the Irish Hospice Foundation, where
they discussed relevant issues and also had the opportunity
to network with other members of the voluntary hospice
community. We have received very positive feedback from
attendees about the day. Ann Boyle from Carlow/Kilkenny
Homecare Team described it as, “a good forum for
exchanging ideas.” Lelia Kelly from North Tipperary
Homecare commented, “There was a great sense of
togetherness, and the meeting was uplifting.”

IRISH HOSPICE FOUN DATION
OFFERS HIGHER D IPLOMA
From January 2004, the Irish Hospice Foundation will
offer a Higher Diploma in Bereavement Studies, a part-time
course that is one year in length. The course aims to give
students a deeper understanding of grief and grief support,
as well as a greater sensitivity to the factors that affect the
grieving process. At the end of the course, students will
have developed enhanced skills in the delivery of effective
grief support, an ability to critique bereavement literature
and a broad understanding of bereavement support.
This knowledge may then be applied to the voluntary sector
and in health, community and work organisations. A broad
range of topics will be covered, including theories on grief,

Jean Manahan, Chief Executive of the Irish Hospice Foundation, with Peter
Gahan of SAP and special guest Pauline McLynn at the IHF2 Bacchanal Ball.

different cultural perspectives and ritual practices around
grief and counselling techniques. If you would like further
information about the Higher Diploma, please contact the
Irish Hospice Foundation on 01 679 3188 or send an e-mail
to info@hospice-foundation.ie.

FÁS EMPLOYEES SUPPORT
THE IRISH HOSPICE FOUN DATION
Last September, FÁS joined the Irish Hospice Foundation’s
Give As You Earn Programme, and since then we have seen
this partnership go from strength to strength. We would like
to extend our most sincere thanks to FÁS employees for
their very generous support over the past year. We are also
very grateful to Mr Frank Walsh, who has worked very hard
with us to set up the programme and recently said, “I’m
delighted that this has been such a success, and I look
forward to seeing this partnership continue.”

TRAIN IN G AN D D EVELOPMEN T N EWS
Mr. Breffni McGuinness has recently been appointed as
Training Officer in the Irish Hospice Foundation. Breffni’s
role will involve developing and delivering training in the
area of loss and bereavement for a number of different
audiences including companies and organisations,
community and voluntary groups and health and education
personnel. The training will look at a range of topics in
relation to loss, bereavement and grief. If you would like
more information, Breffni can be contacted on 01 6793188
or by e-mail: breffni@hospice-foundation.ie.

WORKSHOPS & TRAIN IN G COURSES
The Irish Hospice Foundation regularly runs workshops
and training courses focusing on different areas of loss and
bereavement. For more information about our courses or
to be included in our mailing list, please ring Iris Murray
on 01 679 3188 or e-mail iris@hospice-foundation.ie.
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‘MU C - IN ’ FO R H O SP IC E
Almost 10,000 primary school children took part in our April Fool’s
Muc Day, raising over €50,000. Ballinamere National School in
Tullamore, Co. Offaly then won the draw for a trip to Fossett’s Circus
– congratulations to all involved! We’re also planning an exciting
initiative aimed at secondary schools to begin in October.
Please contact us on 01 679 3188 for information about how you can
help or make a donation to a mini-muc in your local credit union.

I H F 2 B A LL
The IHF2 Bacchanal Ball took place in the Four Seasons
on May 24th and was a huge success, raising €28,000.
Pauline McLynn was the special guest on the evening, which saw
all 320 guests dance the night away in style dressed in the colours red,
white and rosé. SAP were the main sponsors for the second year
running, with wine sponsored by Dunnes Stores and pre-dinner
drinks sponsored by Gordon’s Gin. Sincere thanks to the organising
committee and all who contributed to this event, now in its fifth year.

LA D Y G O LF E R H O W T H WA LK
The annual Lady Golfers Howth Walk, in aid of Children’s
Hospice Homecare, took place on Saturday May 17th.
Despite the inclement weather on the day, the walk was hugely
successful and to date has raised in excess of €20,000. In addition,
Maeve O’Keefe, the Lady Captain of Milltown Golf Club, kindly
nominated the Children’s Hospice Homecare fund as beneficiary
of a recent golf classic, which raised a staggering €30,000.
Once again, our sincere thanks to all the Lady Golfers!
Our thanks also go to Ray Moran, Denis Kavanagh and all
in Kavanagh’s pub who got involved in a spate of fundraising
activities ranging from head shaving to parachute jumps, raising
in excess of €10,000 in aid of the Irish Hospice Foundation.

H AVA N A B A LL
The Havana Ball took place in the Pavilion, Leopardstown Race
Course on March 7th. Altogether, €50,000 was raised on the night
through raffles and auctions, which was then divided between three
charities, including the Irish Hospice Foundation. Well done and
congratulations to all involved for organising such a terrific event!

S U N F LO W E R D AY S
Hospice Sunflower Days took place on 13th and 14th June 2003.
Feedback to date suggests that this year was hugely successful for all
participating hospice groups from around the country.
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Ireland’s Biggest Coffee Morning will take place on September 18th.
This year marks the 10th anniversary of the event sponsored by
Bewley’s, which we hope will be bigger and better than ever before.
For further information on how to get involved please contact
your local hospice or the Irish Hospice Foundation.

IR IS H H O S P IC E FO U N D AT IO N
CH R IST MAS CAR D S
We will once again have on offer Christmas cards to benefit hospice
care. These cards are beautifully presented and will be available from
October for all those who’d like to beat the Christmas rush! Contact
Michelle Staunton on 01 679 3188 for a brochure and order form.

Bono painting

Musician
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P E T E R & T H E WO LF
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n 2000, The Irish Hospice Foundation launched its
first special fundraising project – The Whoseday Book,
a Millennium diary that featured 365 Irish writers,
artists, musicians, actors, politicians and many other wellknown figures in Irish life. The Whoseday Book quickly
became a bestseller and proved to be a great way to raise
funds for hospice care in Ireland. Art:pack was the
Irish Hospice Foundation’s second fundraising project
of this kind and comprised a deck of playing cards each
designed by Irish artists. Released in 2001, this project
also met success. Together, the two projects have raised
much-needed funds for hospice care.
We are delighted to announce our fundraising project
for 2003, which is a very special book and CD of Peter
and The Wolf, Prokofiev’s timeless work.

In 1936, Sergei Prokofiev was commissioned by the
Soviet Union’s Central Children’s Theatre to write a
new musical symphony for children. The idea behind
this venture was to nurture ‘musical tastes in children
from the first years of school’. Prokofiev managed to
complete Peter & The Wolf in just four days. After its
debut performance, Prokofiev expressed his disappointment in the reception the symphony had received:
‘[attendance] was poor and failed to attract much
attention’. Prokofiev had no way of knowing how
successful this delightful classic would become, as it
continues to thrill and inspire children and adults
of all ages to this day.
Peter & The Wolf is very often an introduction to classical
music for children and serves to both entertain and teach.

The different instrument groups represent each of the characters,
while the cast of Peter, a bird, a duck, a cat and a wolf captures
children’s hearts and their imaginations.
A broad range of artists – from David Bowie, to Jack Lemmon,
to Dame Edna Everage – have adapted and performed Peter &
The Wolf, a testament to its long-lasting and universal appeal.
The story of how Peter & The Wolf became a fundraising project
of the Irish Hospice Foundation goes back to November 2000,
when Gavin Friday kindly narrated Peter & The Wolf in ‘Con
Anima,’ a musical event held on behalf of the Foundation in
Dublin Castle. The narration and musical presentation were
warmly received by the audience, and plans soon began for a
recorded interpretation that would benefit hospice.
Gavin and his long-time musical collaborator, Maurice Seezer,
began work on their Peter & The Wolf score last summer, and
the result is a fresh and humorous interpretation of Prokofiev’s
work. They added several instruments, bringing a new dynamic
and an interesting flavour to the classical symphony. On the
recording itself, Gavin narrates the tale, while Maurice and the
following musicians form the ensemble: Renaud Pion, Michael
Blair, Des Moore, Gareth Hughes, Julia Palmer and Catriona Ryan.
Gavin describes their approach to the piece of music itself:
“We wanted to create something magical – a world where
both children and adults could lose themselves.”
Bono, Gavin’s childhood friend, then became involved with
the project – although, not on the musical side of things, as
one might have thought. He and his daughters, Jordan and Eve,
illustrated the book in 16 original pieces of artwork. Through his

playful imagination, Bono has
created an inspired cast of characters
that draws both children and adults
into the story.
The official launch of the project
will take place October 1st in
Dublin’s City Hall. Coinciding
with the launch will be a touring
exhibition of the illustrations,
Gareth Hughes hard at work.
stopping in London, Los Angeles
and New York. Christie’s will then
auction the original works in New York, the proceeds of which will
be donated to hospice care in Ireland and internationally.
Peter & The Wolf would not be possible without the time and
relentless enthusiasm so kindly contributed by each of the
committee members, as well as the generous sponsorship received
from Citigroup, Goodbody Stockbrokers, Aer Lingus, Irish Life,
Dell Computer Corporation, Fáilte Ireland and many other
members of the community.
The book and CD set will be available from October. The cost
is €20, making it the perfect Christmas gift for family and friends.
To purchase Peter & The Wolf, you can either ring the Irish
Hospice Foundation on 01 679 3188 or order through the
website, www.peterwolf.org.

SAVE ON CALLS WHILE HELPING US!
The Irish Hospice Foundation is delighted to announce a new
fundraising venture in conjunction with Greencom, and we have
included a brochure to let you know more about it. This is a great
way to save money on phone calls while helping the Irish Hospice
Foundation! Please ring 0818 20 50 50 for further details.

