
- 1 - 

The Economic Impacts of  
Bereavement in Ireland 

 

Phase 1 Report 

12 May 2021 

 

 

 

 

Findings from research commissioned by  

Irish Hospice Foundation (IHF) and funded  

the Department of Social Protection (DSP)  

in Ireland 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Disclaimer 

This report was commissioned by Irish Hospice Foundation. The views, opinions, findings, conclusions and/or recommendations expressed here are 

strictly those of the author(s). They do not necessarily reflect the views of Irish Hospice Foundation, who take no responsibility for any errors or 

omissions in, or for the accuracy of, the information contained in this report. 

 

Europe Economics is registered in England No.  3477100.  Registered offices at 5 Chancery Lane, London EC4A 1BL. 

Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information/material contained in this report, Europe Economics assumes no 

responsibility for and gives no guarantees, undertakings or warranties concerning the accuracy, completeness or up to date nature of the 

information/analysis provided in the report and does not accept any liability whatsoever arising from any errors or omissions.  

© Europe Economics.  All rights reserved.  Except for the quotation of short passages for the purpose of criticism or review, no part may be used or 

reproduced without permission. 



 

 

Contents 

1 Introduction .................................................................................................................................................................... 3 

2 A View from the Literature ........................................................................................................................................ 5 

2.1 Introduction ........................................................................................................................................................... 5 

2.2 Direct financial impacts of arranging a funeral ............................................................................................... 5 

2.3 Other financial impacts ...................................................................................................................................... 11 

2.4 Employment impacts .......................................................................................................................................... 13 

2.5 Health impacts ..................................................................................................................................................... 15 

2.6 Societal impacts ................................................................................................................................................... 18 

2.7 Conclusions .......................................................................................................................................................... 19 

3 Scoping Review of Quantitative Datasets ............................................................................................................. 22 

3.1 Relevant methodologies and data used in the literature ........................................................................... 22 

3.2 Available datasets for Ireland and how they could be used ..................................................................... 24 

3.3 Additional datasets and recommendations ................................................................................................... 36 

3.4 Summary of databases ....................................................................................................................................... 37 

4 Survey Results .............................................................................................................................................................. 39 

4.1 Introduction ......................................................................................................................................................... 39 

4.2 Methodology ........................................................................................................................................................ 39 

4.3 Direct financial impacts of arranging a funeral ............................................................................................. 43 

4.4 Other financial impacts ...................................................................................................................................... 53 

4.5 Employment impacts .......................................................................................................................................... 55 

4.6 Health impacts ..................................................................................................................................................... 60 

4.7 Potential impacts of bereavement among the non-bereaved population .............................................. 62 

4.8 Summary of key findings .................................................................................................................................... 65 

5 Recommendations  ..................................................................................................................................................... 68 

5.1 Policy implications .............................................................................................................................................. 68 

5.2 Recommendations for further research ........................................................................................................ 68 

6 Appendix ....................................................................................................................................................................... 73 

6.1 State benefits and entitlements after a death ............................................................................................... 73 

6.2 Bibliography .......................................................................................................................................................... 75 

6.3 Summary table of items reviewed in detail ................................................................................................... 77 

6.4 Additional information on datasets ................................................................................................................ 80 

6.5 Complete survey results ................................................................................................................................... 89 

 

  



 

 

 



Introduction 

- 3 - 

1 Introduction  

Europe Economics has been commissioned by Irish Hospice Foundation (IHF) to undertake an exploratory 

study of the economic impacts of bereavement in Ireland. Bereavement is a key issue that affects everyone 

in their lifetime – over 30,000 people die in Ireland each year. Each deceased person has been a family 

member, a parent or a friend, so it is reasonable to say that estimates of newly bereaved people are a 

significant multiple of the number of deaths in the country. Current estimates report approximately four to 

ten people are significantly impacted by each death, thus 300,000 people are newly bereaved each year, 800 

each day. Bereavement and loss affect large numbers of people in Ireland in many ways over many years, with 

very recently bereaved people representing up to 6% of the population.1,2,3  

The cause of a death has an impact on the pattern of care before a death, and subsequent support needs in 

bereavement. Data from the 2016 Irish census show approximately one third of deaths are due to cancer, 

one third to diseases of the heart or arteries and 10 per cent due to respiratory diseases. A small proportion 

of deaths are coded as due to accident or suicide – called sudden unexpected death (4%). These figures do 

not include the fourteen thousand miscarriages which women have each year.4 Nor do they include deaths 

of Irish civilians abroad, of which there are several hundred each year.5  

In Ireland, most deaths are among older people; of the 31,140 deaths in 2018, 82% were aged 65 years and 

over, But, as elsewhere, people die at all ages, in infancy through to old age, and both children and adults are 

bereaved through such deaths. Similarly, people are bereaved at all ages and include bereaved children, 

spouses and partners, and parents. According to 2016 Irish census data, five percent of the population are 

widowed. In the same year, a population-based survey conducted by Irish Hospice Foundation reported 1 in 

4 of the sample experienced the death of a parent, 1 in 10 the death of a friend, 1 in 10 a sibling and 30% the 

death of another relative6.  

While death in childhood is decreasing in the western world, parental bereavement is nevertheless a 

significant phenomenon. In 2018, there were 308 deaths of children and young people under 20 year of age7. 

When the death of an adult child is included, six percent of people in the 2016 population based survey 

reported that they had experienced the death of a child. In contrast, bereavement is a common experience 

in older age – for example by age 79 there are more widowed women alive in Ireland than married women.8   

Bereavement affects some groups in Ireland in particular ways. One such group is the Traveller Community, 

a minority group within the Irish population; according to the Census of Population 2016, there were 30,987 

Travellers in Ireland, making up 0.7% of the population. 9  The Traveller community is a recognised ethnic 

group in Ireland, with a unique culture, based in particular on nomadism, the importance of the extended 

 
1 Nucleus Group. (2004). Final report: Review of specific grief and bereavement services. Melbourne, Victoria, Australia: 
Metropolitan Health and Aged Care Services Division, Department of Human Services. 
2 Scottish Government Health Directorate (2011) Shaping bereavement care.  A framework for action for Bereavement 
Care in NHS Scotland. Link. 
3 Central Statistics Office (2016). Census 2016 Published Reports. Link.  
4 The Miscarriage Association of Ireland (2020). Link. 
5 Darrat M, Flaherty GT. Deaths of Irish civilians abroad: Analysis of National Mortality Data, 2016-2018. Link. 
6 Aoun A. M., Keegan O., Roberts A., and Breen L. J. (2020). The impact of bereavement support on wellbeing: a 

comparative study between Australia and Ireland. 
7 Central Statistics Office (2018). Vital Statistics Annually Summary. Link 
8 Central Statistics Office (2016). Census 2016 Published Reports. Link. 
9 Central Statistics Office (2016). Census 2016 Published Reports. Link. 
 

https://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/mels/CEL2011_09.pdf
https://www.cso.ie/en/census/
http://www.miscarriage.ie/ourpublications.html
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/333224586_Deaths_of_Irish_Civilians_Abroad_Analysis_of_National_Mortality_Data_2016-2018
https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-vsys/vitalstatisticsyearlysummary2019/
https://www.cso.ie/en/census/
https://www.cso.ie/en/census/
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family, a distinctive language, economy, and culture of marriage from within the community.10 The age profile 

of Travellers is significantly different to that of the population as a whole.11 Most notably, 3% of Travellers 

are aged 65 or over compared to 11% for the population as a whole. The life expectancy of Travellers is 

significantly lower than that of the general population (Males: 61.7 vs 76.8; Females: 70.1 vs 81.6) and Traveller 

mortality has been found to be 3.5 times higher than the general population.12 Travellers have unique 

experiences and needs in relation to deaths, funerals, memorialisation and bereavement, and as one of the 

most disadvantaged communities in Irish society, the economic impacts of bereavement for the Traveller 

community merits attention.  

There is a significant body of international research examining this economic impact of bereavement. It shows 

that the economic impacts are multidimensional and include loss of income and earnings, increased spending 

relating to costs of funerals and impacts on health as well as societal impacts. However, the issue has not yet 

been widely researched in Ireland, and there are many knowledge gaps. 

This report investigates the drivers and scale of funeral poverty, and also considers wider economic impacts 

of bereavement on individuals, households and society as a whole. It covers two parts of research 

commissioned by the IHF and funded by the  Department of Social Protection (DSP), namely: 

• Part 1: 

▪ A literature review, examining some international and Irish literature on the economics of 

bereavement in order to place the study in its full context. This includes both academic peer-reviewed 

literature and grey literature, detailing objective and subjective measures of the impact and 

determinants of economic disadvantage through bereavement, on both an individual and societal level.  

▪ Scoping of Irish quantitative databases, to yield information relevant to the economics of 

bereavement, or allow future researchers to replicate international analyses in the Irish context. the 

review produces a short protocol for different research methods, and identifies variable definitions, 

data timelines and relationship to core bereavement aspects. We cover some key datasets and also 

include information kindly provided by this study’s Research Advisory Group across a range of other 
databases. 

▪ Recommendations for further research, for research that does not fall within the scope of this 

exploratory project but could be the subject of future investigation. 

• Part 2: 

▪ A survey of 1,000 Irish adults, investigating attitudes and perceptions towards bereavement and 

economic impacts. This will in part be used to inform further qualitative research to be carried out 

under the IHF.  

 
10 School of Public Health, Physiotherapy and Population Science UCD (2010). All Ireland Traveller Health Study – Our    
   Geels. Dublin: University College Dublin and the Department of Health and Children (p9).  
11 Nolan, B. and Maitre, B. (2008). A Social Portrait of Communities in Ireland. Dublin: Office for Social Inclusion (p57).    
12 School of Public Health, Physiotherapy and Population Science UCD (2010). All Ireland Traveller Health Study – Our    
   Geels. Dublin: University College Dublin and the Department of Health and Children (p9).  
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2 A View from the Literature 

2.1 Introduction  

Our analysis of the economic impacts of bereavement begins with an investigation of how the topic has been 

discussed in the international academic and grey literature. Notably, this review consists principally of 

international literature as equivalent research in Ireland is very limited. We therefore identify key themes 

and lessons which can be explored in the Irish context in future research, including the quantitative survey 

presented in Chapter 4. The review focuses on the economic and financial impacts of bereavement in 

particular, rather than death more widely (for example, we do not consider the healthcare costs associated 

with death caused by various illnesses or means). In particular, we cover the most relevant views on the 

following overarching categories of impacts induced by the loss of a relative or friend: 

• Direct financial impacts from the cost of a funeral. 

• Other financial impacts. 

• Employment impacts. 

• Health impacts. 

• Societal impacts. 

Direct financial impacts refer to the financial consequences stemming directly from the death of a relative, 

namely the costs involved in the funeral arrangements. These costs may cause a financial deterioration such 

that the bereaved cannot afford common expenses (e.g. paying utility bills) and may enter into debt. The 

literature often defines this as funeral poverty. In what follows we also provide an overview of the most 

commonly identified drivers behind funeral poverty. 

Bereavement also may indirectly affect the financial conditions of the bereaved, for example the loss of income 

earned by the deceased. The literature also shows that a change in the components of household income can 

occur, as state benefits and pensions tend to account for a relatively larger part of the households’ income 
following a bereavement. Wider poverty can result from these indirect financial consequences of 

bereavement.  

The loss of a relative or friend may impact the bereaved’s employment circumstances. Due to the 
psychological burden that bereavement induces, or increased pressures of managing a household (e.g. caring 

for children) bereaved individuals may end up taking long breaks from their employment, and/or may not 

ever return to work. Others may return to work too early, driven by economic necessity, but be less 

productive and effective than before.  

The employment and health impacts of bereavement have a wider impact on society as a whole. In particular, 

the wide effects identified both in the labour market, and on the general and mental health impacts of those 

who have experienced the death of a relative, can require individuals to rely on benefits and supports 

provided by the government, including national healthcare.  

2.2 Direct financial impacts of arranging a funeral  

Among the most imminent effects of bereavement are the direct financial costs of arranging a funeral. There 

are a number of examples of funeral costs in the international literature, and findings on the factors that drive 

people into funeral poverty. 
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2.2.1 Costs of funerals 

Funeral costs may represent a significant direct financial impact on the bereaved. There is a range of estimates 

in the literature but comparing these directly is not straightforward due to differences in the types of funerals 

covered and measurement techniques. As an example, estimates can range from around £3,247 to £4,267 

(ca. €3,670-€4,823) on average for different funeral types in the UK,13 and on average between €4,062 and 
€6,310 in Ireland.14  

Costs include funeral director fees, burial or cremation costs and coffin type, and discretionary items such as 

transport, flowers, catering and stationery for the funeral, as well as costs incurred later on such as grave 

headstones.  

The cost of funerals is driven by a number of factors.  

The type of funeral  

Studies by Citizens Advice Scotland (2014-15)15 and the Royal London (2018)16 show that the cost of a funeral 

in the UK varies significantly depending on whether it includes a burial or cremation, with cremations costs 

typically lower than burial costs. In Scotland the cost of a funeral with cremation can be around 40 per cent 

lower than the cost of one with a burial, and across the UK as a whole the Royal London found that funerals 

with cremations cost on average 30 per cent less than those with burials. Similar findings apply to Ireland – 
the report by Senator Marie Louise O’Donnell (2017) indicates that the average price of a burial plot in the 
Greater Dublin area could range from €1,450-€5,000, whereas the cremation service was reported to cost 

on average around €500.17   

There are currently six crematoria in Ireland, three in Dublin and one in Cork, in Cavan and in Clare.18 Thus, 

access to crematoria is not readily available in some areas of Ireland, meaning that more expensive burials 

are the only option.  

Anecdotally, the available time to arrange a funeral may also affect the costs. If funerals traditionally take place 

soon after the time of death then there is less time for the bereaved to “shop around” between different 
funeral providers, even if doing so may result in lower costs.  

Location of the funeral  

The location of the funeral also has an impact on costs. A number of reports find that the cost differential is 

largely driven by burial costs. For example, in Ireland the average price of a burial plot in the country is 

reported at €200 but could range between €1,450-€5,000 in the capital.19  However, other factors may also 

be at play. The Citizens Advice Scotland report finds that funeral costs can vary as much as 4 times across 

the nation, with some funeral director costs for example being 75 per cent higher in Edinburgh compared to 

some other regions. A survey by An Post (2016) in Ireland found that strong geographical differences are 

present between different areas of the capital for the same service: for example a double plot at a graveyard 

was reported to be priced at €5,600 and €32,000 in Shanganagh and Deansgrange respectively. Cremation 
costs presented a smaller variation between cities, ranging from €527 in Galway to €770 in Cork. 20 

 
13  Royal London (2018). National Funeral Index: Buried in Debt. Link. 
14  An Post Insurance (2016) “Survey Reveals Funeral Cost Differences Across Ireland”. Link. 
15  Citizens Advice Scotland (2016). Funeral Poverty in Scotland. A review for Scottish Government. Link. 
16  Royal London (2018). National Funeral Index: Buried in Debt. Link. 
17  Senator Marie Louise O’Donnell (2017). Finite Lives: Dying death and bereavement – An examination of state 

services in Ireland. Link. 
18  Citizens Information (2016) “Practical arrangements after a death”. Link  
19  Senator Marie Louise O’Donnell (2017). Finite Lives: Dying death and bereavement – An examination of state 

services in Ireland. Link. 
20  An Post Insurance (2016) “Survey Reveals Funeral Cost Differences Across Ireland”. Link. 

https://www.royallondon.com/siteassets/site-docs/media-centre/national-funeral-costs-index-2018.pdf
https://www.anpostinsurance.ie/blog/posts/2016/10/19/new-survey-reveals-funeral-cost-differences
https://www.cas.org.uk/system/files/publications/funeral_poverty_in_scotland_0.pdf
https://www.royallondon.com/siteassets/site-docs/media-centre/national-funeral-costs-index-2018.pdf
http://marielouiseodonnell.ie/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Marie-Louise-ODonnell-Finite-Lives.pdf
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/death/after_a_death/cremations.html
http://marielouiseodonnell.ie/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Marie-Louise-ODonnell-Finite-Lives.pdf
https://www.anpostinsurance.ie/blog/posts/2016/10/19/new-survey-reveals-funeral-cost-differences
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Other expenditure  

The cost of other items can vary significantly across funerals as there are myriad options available. A study 

by Corden et al. (2008) found that more elaborate funerals can be up to three times as costly as simpler 

ones,21 and An Post found that “other” expenditure can range from €470 and €1,440 in Ireland. Two key 
drivers of additional cost differentials appear to be coffins and headstones. The An Post survey found that 

the reported cost of coffins ranged from €1,177 to €2,000; and Corden et al. found that headstones can 
differ in price by as much as 100 per cent.  

Research published in 2012 by Stamp et al. for the National Traveller Money Advice & Budgeting Service 

provides an in-depth account of funeral costs faced by the Irish Traveller community. The table below is 

reproduced from the report to illustrate the range of costs the Traveller community can face when arranging 

a funeral. We note that the median cost of headstones is €23,000.  

Table 2.1: Range and median of costs related to funeral arrangements faced by Irish Travellers 

Item Range of costs € Median cost € 

Administration fee 400 – 800 500 

Coffin/casket 700 – 3,500 1,600 

Repose 0 – 500 375 

Embalming 200 – 500 350 

Hearse 1,000 –1,500 1,400 

Cars/limousines 250 – 800 425 

Grave purchase (single) 350 – 5,000 1,300 

Grave purchase (double) 800 – 8,000 3,000 

Grave opening 160 – 1,500 500 

Flowers 59 – 500 250 

Music 80 – 500 200 

Church 120 – 200 175 

Headstone costs 1,000 – 65,000 23,000 

Source: National Traveller MABS (2012). 22 

Repatriation costs 

Each year, several hundred Irish citizens die abroad, some of whom will be repatriated23. The costs associated 

with bringing the body home (repatriation) can be extensive, and depend on the distance travelled and other 

factors.24 For example, the average repatriation claim from travel insurance in the UK is cited as around 

£3,500 (€3,800),25 and estimates from commercial operators to repatriate a body to Ireland “start at” around 
€1,900.26 In Ireland, while the Consular Division of the Department of Foreign Affairs provides valuable 

support for families whose relatives have died overseas, it does not cover any of the associated costs. Financial 

assistance for repatriation is available from the Kevin Bell Repatriation Trust, although as a charity the Trust 

 
21  Corden A., Hirst M., and Nice K. (2008). Financial Implications of Death of a Partner. Link. 
22  National Traveller MABS (2012). Debt and Dying - Understanding and addressing the impact of funeral costs for 

Travellers in Ireland Link. 
23   Darrat M, Flaherty GT. Deaths of Irish civilians abroad: Analysis of National Mortality Data, 2016-2018. Link. 
24  Citizens Information (n.d.) Bringing a body to Ireland for burial or cremation Link 
25  Beyond (n.d.) What is the cost of repatriating a body? Link 
26  For example, see Rowland Brothers Link 

https://www.york.ac.uk/inst/spru/research/pdf/Bereavement.pdf
https://www.ntmabs.org/publications/policy/2013/debt-and-dying-report.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/333224586_Deaths_of_Irish_Civilians_Abroad_Analysis_of_National_Mortality_Data_2016-2018
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/death/after_a_death/bringing_a_body_to_ireland_for_burial_or_cremation.html
https://beyond.life/help-centre/arranging-a-funeral/what-is-the-cost-of-repatriating-a-body/
https://rowlandbrothersinternational.com/locations/repatriation-to-ireland/
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will be limited to some degree in the amount of financial assistance it can provide each family. The Trust also 

only covers scenarios where the death is “sudden or tragic”.27  

2.2.2 Ability to pay for the funeral – funeral poverty  

The costs of funerals can exceed what the bereaved are able to pay, leading to funeral poverty. Citizens 

Advice Scotland defines funeral poverty as: “a generic term used to encompass a range of issues around the 
difficulties experienced by people with insufficient funds faced with paying the cost of a funeral”.28  

Estimates of funeral poverty 

There are a number of estimates of funeral poverty in the literature. Citizens Advice Scotland reports that 

around 10 per cent of the Scottish population faces some problems when dealing with the payments related 

to a funeral, which implies that, since 55,000 funerals take place in Scotland every year, at least around 5,500 

people could be affected each year.29 Research from Royal London (2018) reports that around 12 per cent 

of the participants to the survey struggled to pay for funeral costs in the UK in 2018, with an estimated total 

funeral poverty figure of £131 million, which correspond to €148 million.30 The report finds that although 

the number of people struggling to pay fell from 2017, the average amount of debt taken on per person grew 

(in 2018 was £1,744, corresponding to €1,971). In the Corden et al. (2008) study, concerns about the funeral 

costs were also reported from people who felt confident about their financial position, showing how these 

immediate financial demands might represent an issue for a wider population of bereaved, and not necessarily 

being limited to those who cannot afford to pay.31 

Funeral poverty can result in people taking on debt or falling behind on paying bills.  According to the Citizens 

Advice Scotland analysis of data provided by Royal London, on average those organising a funeral fell short 

by £1,573 in Scotland, with the expectation that the level of debt will, in the future, increase both at the 

individual and national level.32 Regarding the latter, Citizens Advice Scotland also reports estimates from the 

International Longevity Centre, which forecasts that the level of funeral debt will reach £250 million by mid 

2030s, up from £142 million in 2014.  

Access to dedicated funds 

The literature describes a number of factors affecting people’s ability to pay for funerals. At a simple level, 

access to dedicated funds may vary. Research from SunLife for the Scottish Citizens Advice found that almost 

half of the funerals in 2015 were paid by provisions left by the deceased. On the other hand, a poll conducted 

by YouGov found that around a fifth of the respondents had been left by the deceased with no financial 

resources specifically allocated to their funeral.33 

A lack of planning for funerals can also leave families with costs they cannot cover. Research on the attitudes 

to death and bereavement conducted by the IHF shows that most Irish people do not have any plans in case 

of a terminal illness or death.34 The most common actions involve expressing personal view on organ 

donation, burial, cremation, making a will and having a list of people the be contacted in case of emergency. 

In addition, a survey conducted in 2015 by Irish Life showed that over 500,000 parents with dependent 

children have no life insurance, which may represent another relevant risk factor, as this form of insurance 

 
27  For a discussion of the issue see Senator Marie Louise O’Donnell (2017). Finite Lives: Dying death and bereavement 

– An examination of state services in Ireland. Link. 
28  Citizens Advice Scotland (2016). Funeral Poverty in Scotland. A review for Scottish Government. Link. 
29  Citizens Advice Scotland (2016). Funeral Poverty in Scotland. A review for Scottish Government. Link. 
30  Royal London (2018) “National Funeral Index: Buried in Debt’”. Link The report estimates that 75,000 people 

struggled to pay for funerals in the UK in 2018. 
31  Corden A., Hirst M., and Nice K. (2008). Financial Implications of Death of a Partner. Link. 
32  Citizens Advice Scotland (2016). Funeral Poverty in Scotland. A review for Scottish Government. Link. 
33  Citizens Advice Scotland (2016). Funeral Poverty in Scotland. A review for Scottish Government. Link. 
34  The Irish Hospice Foundation (2014). Irish Attitudes to Death, Dying and Bereavement. Link. 

http://marielouiseodonnell.ie/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Marie-Louise-ODonnell-Finite-Lives.pdf
https://www.cas.org.uk/system/files/publications/funeral_poverty_in_scotland_0.pdf
https://www.cas.org.uk/system/files/publications/funeral_poverty_in_scotland_0.pdf
https://www.royallondon.com/siteassets/site-docs/media-centre/national-funeral-costs-index-2018.pdf
https://www.york.ac.uk/inst/spru/research/pdf/Bereavement.pdf
https://www.cas.org.uk/system/files/publications/funeral_poverty_in_scotland_0.pdf
https://www.cas.org.uk/system/files/publications/funeral_poverty_in_scotland_0.pdf
https://hospicefoundation.ie/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Weafer-J-2014-Irish-attidudes-to-death-dying-bereavement-2004-2014.pdf
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could help in covering the expenses that follow the loss of a parent.35 The Citizens Advice Scotland report 

cites the results from a NatCen Social Research’s British Social Attitudes survey that only 9 per cent of the 
population have a plan for their own funeral.36 Research by the Co-op Funeralcare in 2018 found that 51% 

of people over the age of 70 have not saved anything towards their funeral.37  

Research published in 2012 by Stamp et al. for the National Traveller Money Advice & Budgeting Service 

analyses the impacts of funeral costs specifically for the Traveller community in Ireland, providing an in-depth 

view of the issues faced by this community in organising funerals.38 The report finds that access to financing 

for funerals can be particularly difficult for the Irish Traveller community. Travellers often do not have easy 

access to cheap forms of credit simply because they do not own properties, and this situation can be 

exacerbated by an average low level of literacy across the community. The main sources of credit used by 

Travellers are moneylenders, either members of their families (60 per cent of the cases) or of their Travellers 

community (20 per cent of the cases). Only a minority of Travellers used a legal or licensed moneylender. 

Consequently, Travellers can face higher cost of debt, with interest rates increasing to over 1,000 per cent 

on illegal loans. 

Other social conditions like single parenthood and high levels of unemployment also contribute to funeral 

poverty and associated debt in the Traveller community, as these circumstances reduce the access to formal 

credit, limit the ability to repay loans and are not typically associated with high levels of saving. Although 

being specific for the Traveller community, these results shed some light on the impacts of funeral costs and 

the drivers of funeral poverty more widely in Ireland. Social pressure in providing a decent funeral, difficulties 

in finding affordable loans, single parenthood and unemployment should be considered when looking at the 

broader picture, given that they do not affect only the Traveller community.  

Availability of financial assistance  

The availability of other financial assistance is also a key driver. In Ireland, there is a range of social welfare 

payments offered by the government which could be availed of for the purposes of contributing to funeral 

costs. For example, the Widowed or Surviving Civil Partner Grant is a once-off payment of €6,000 (will 
be increased to €8000 from January 2021) to widows, widowers or surviving civil partners with dependent 
children. The Exceptional Needs Payment (ENP), paid under the Supplementary Welfare Allowance Scheme 

is a single payment to help meet essential, once-off, exceptional expenditure, which a person could not 

reasonably be expected to meet out of their weekly income. It can be used for funeral costs by people on 

low income. However, it is an exceptional payment, and each case is decided on its merits by the 

Department of Social Protection's representative at local level . The Bereavement Grant, which has been 

discontinued since 2014, was a once-off payment designed specifically to help with funeral costs but. in 

contrast to the ENP, eligibility was based on PRSI contributions rather than the claimant’s ability to pay for 
the funeral.39   

Other death related social welfare payments include weekly pensions and tax credits. The Widow's, 

Widower's or Surviving Civil Partner's (Contributory) Pension is a weekly payment to the husband, wife 

or civil partner of a deceased person who does not have any dependent children. However, to qualify, 

the deceased spouse or civil partner must have enough social insurance contributions (PRSI). Those who 

do not qualify for this payment can apply for a means tested payment, the Widow's, Widower's or 

Surviving Civil Partner’s (Non-Contributory) Pension. Those with dependent children apply for the One 

 
35  .Oomph Life Cover (2017). Irish Life survey reveals that over 500,000 parents with dependent children have no life 

insurance. Link. 
36  Citizens Advice Scotland (2016). Funeral Poverty in Scotland. A review for Scottish Government. Link. 
37  Co-op Funeralcare (2018) “Making peace with death: National attitudes to death, dying and bereavement” Link, 

based on a survey of 30,000 citizens in the UK. 
38  National Traveller MABS (2012). Debt and Dying - Understanding and addressing the impact of funeral costs for 

Travellers in Ireland Link. 
39  Citizens’ Information “Standard bereavement grant” Link 

https://oomph.ie/irish-life-survey-reveals-over-500000-parents-with-dependent-children-have-no-life-insurance/
https://www.cas.org.uk/system/files/publications/funeral_poverty_in_scotland_0.pdf
file:///C:/Users/staff/Downloads/co-op-funeralcare-media-report.pdf
https://www.ntmabs.org/publications/policy/2013/debt-and-dying-report.pdf
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/social_welfare/social_welfare_payments/death_related_benefits/standard_bereavement_grant.html
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Parent Family Payment. Tax credits are also available for widows and widowers – the Revenue reports that 

in 2014, the last year for which information is publicly available, such reliefs amounted to more than €215,000. 

In addition, a further tax credit for widowed parents is reported for the same year and amounts to around 

€2,800.40 (See Appendix 5.2 for a table of benefits and payments provided by the state after a death). 

No studies as yet examine how these grants compare to the actual costs of funerals, but it is likely that as 

not all people are eligible for such grants, there will be some who struggle to pay for funerals and yet who 

receive no financial assistance from the state  

Charities can also provide financial assistance to help with the cost of funerals. For example, St Vincent de 

Paul Society (SVP) provide financial assistance with essential costs to people on low incomes, including those 

related to funeral costs. In 2019, SVP received 464 calls to their regional offices looking for assistance with 

funeral expenses. An additional 399 callers requested help to pay utilities and everyday costs such as, 

food/utility/clothing/household goods because they did not have sufficient money due funeral related 

expenses41. Descriptions of other forms of assistance are included in the Review of Databases in Chapter 3. 

There are other models of financial assistance in other countries. However, a number of reports state that 

these are insufficient to cover average funeral costs. For example, the Scottish government provides the 

Social Fund Funeral Payment (SFFP) which aims at covering the burial or cremation costs, while providing 

some funds for other costs such as funeral directors’ charges. The provisions covering the “other” costs have 
been capped at £700 since 2003, whereas Citizens Advice reports that funeral expenses have continued to 

rise year on year. Citizens Advice highlights the need to review the SFFP, by restoring its purpose to cover 

the average cost of a basic funeral, and linking it to the Consumer Price Index (CPI).42 Further, Quaker Social 

Action reports that the SFFP is only available to people on income-related benefits and some tax credits. In 

2017-2018 the average total payment for a successful Funeral Expenses Payment application was only around 

39% of the average cost of a simple funeral.43 

Similarly, respondents to the Corden et al. (2008) study received social fund grants of between £150 and 

£1,500, which fall far short of average funeral costs reported in the same study (between £1,500 and £4,000).  

Royal London’s report (2018) calls for reform to the Department for Work and Pensions’ (DWP) Social 
Fund payments (applicable to England, Wales and Northern Ireland), saying that what the DWP defines as 

‘necessary’ funeral cost items is significantly out of step with public opinion, not considering for example 

coffins, collection and care of the deceased and a hearse as essential funeral items.  

Social and cultural norms 

When describing funeral poverty, it is also important to understand why some individuals, families or 

communities spend relatively higher (in relation to what they can afford) amounts on funerals. Whilst some 

would argue that funeral costs are in general “too high” (for example the Competition and Market Authority 
is undertaking an investigation into the UK funeral market as part of a wider response to the perception of 

high and increasing funeral costs44), it is also the case that low-cost, simple funerals are available but that 

some consumers nevertheless choose more expensive options.   

Social pressure can lead people to spend more money than they have on funerals. For example, Corden et 

al. (2008) provides a range of evidence for how families can end up spending far more than they can afford 

on funerals, due to social pressure to demonstrate their respect and affection for the deceased. Research by 

Royal London (2018) highlights the disparity between funeral spending and household income. The report 

 
40  Central Statistical Office. RVA11: Distribution of Main Tax Credits by Marital Status, Type of Tax Credits, Reliefs 

and Exemptions, Type of Taxpayer and Year. Link 
41   ref: personal communication, November 2020. 
42  Citizens Advice Scotland (2016). Funeral Poverty in Scotland. A review for Scottish Government. Link. 
43  Quaker Social Action (2020) “2020 Fair Funerals: What is funeral poverty?” Link  
44  CMA launches funerals market investigation. Link. 

https://statbank.cso.ie/px/pxeirestat/Statire/SelectVarVal/Define.asp?maintable=RVA11&PLanguage=0
https://www.cas.org.uk/system/files/publications/funeral_poverty_in_scotland_0.pdf
https://fairfuneralscampaign.org.uk/content/what-funeral-poverty
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/cma-launches-funerals-market-investigation
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finds that some of the poorest households in the UK incurred costs close to or even above the average 

spending of the entire sample, and spent more than many much more affluent household income groups. 

Royal London suggests that the desire, or social pressure, to give a relative or a friend a ‘good send-off’ could 
result in spending patterns that are likely to result in funeral debt for some low-income households.  

Individuals and families who are financially challenged may be reluctant to accept a state-provided funeral 

even if they can ill afford to pay for one themselves. Often unhelpfully termed “pauper’s” funerals, these may 
connote a lack of respect on the part of the bereaved for the deceased; or the bereaved cannot accept the 

conditions of some of the funerals (e.g. shared graves).45  

For the Traveller community, the cost of funerals has significant financial implications and is one of the main 

reasons why many members of the Traveller community find themselves in unmanageable or illegal debt46.  

Lavish funeral arrangements and expensive headstone/graveyard memorials are reportedly quite common 

within this community. This has been shown to stem from a sense of needing to show one’s commitment to 
the dead, combined with feelings of family solidarity and a fear of being discriminated against47. The MABS 

report on the Irish Traveller Community found that funeral costs have a significant impact on the lives of 

Travellers, and this is strongly related to the great importance that this community attributes to funeral 

ceremonies and the need to show their affection and respect for the deceased. These practices include large 

attendances, a three-day burial period, and the presence of music and flowers. The report highlights the 

importance of headstones for the Traveller community as providing a place of permanent rest for the 

deceased, which in turn adds to the high costs of the funerals. 48  

2.3 Other financial impacts 

The loss of a relative may cause other financial impacts that are not directly related to the costs of the funeral. 

We discuss these here, namely a reduction in income and difficulties in meeting housing costs and repaying 

debts. These impacts are typically relevant to the loss of a spouse or partner. More indirect economic 

impacts, such as those stemming from employment and health effects, affect more widely the bereaved 

population including those having lost children – these are covered in the following sections.  

2.3.1 Changes in levels of household income  

In their quantitative assessment of the British Household Panel Survey (BHPS), Corden et al. (2008) measured 

that more than 50 per cent of the respondents to the survey experienced a decrease in household income 

after the death of a partner.49 The study also found that by a subjective assessment, over 40 per cent of the 

respondents said they had experienced a financial deterioration in the year after being bereaved, and only 17 

per cent of people had experienced an improvement in that year.  

However, the level of income does not always decline for the bereaved following the loss of a partner.  

Stephen et al. (2015), in their analysis of the economic costs induced by bereavement in Scotland, find that 

bereaved people tend to have an overall higher household income compared to non-bereaved people in the 

period from 10 to 16 years after the partner’s death; and that in the first 10 years after the bereavement 
there are no sizeable differences between the bereavement and the non-bereavement groups. The higher 

 
45  Moerman, L. and van der Laan, S., (2020). Paupers, burial clubs and funeral insurance: calculating moral panics. The 

British Accounting Review, p.100911. 
46  National Traveller MABS (2012). Debt and Dying - Understanding and addressing the impact of funeral costs for 

Travellers in Ireland Link. 
47   Monaghan, S. and Brack, J. 2007. Travellers’ Last Rights: Responding to Death in a Cultural Context. Dublin: The Parish    
     of the Travelling People.  
48  National Traveller MABS (2012). Debt and Dying - Understanding and addressing the impact of funeral costs for 

Travellers in Ireland Link. 
49  Corden A., Hirst M., Nice K. (2008). Financial Implications of Death of a Partner. Link. 

https://www.ntmabs.org/publications/policy/2013/debt-and-dying-report.pdf
https://www.ntmabs.org/publications/policy/2013/debt-and-dying-report.pdf
https://www.york.ac.uk/inst/spru/research/pdf/Bereavement.pdf
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level of income for bereaved group in the period from 10 to 16 years after partner’s death could be due to 
the fact that bereaved people are receiving also the partner’s pension once reaching retirement age.50 

2.3.2 Changes in components of household income 

A direct consequence of the change in the level of income described above is represented by the variation 

in its components. Analysing the BHPS data, Corden et al. (2008) find that the loss of the partner’s earnings 
is the most common driver of the reduction in the household income level.51 The outcome of this economic 

loss is found to vary depending on the relevance of the deceased partner’s income to the overall household 
income level. According to the analysis of the survey’s results, the authors find that this share amounted to 

more than 50 per cent for women under the state pension age, and 40 per cent for men in the same age 

range.  

Another relevant driver of the reduction in the overall household income refers to savings and investments, 

which were reported to be a major partner’s income source by more than 40 per cent of the respondents, 
reaching 63 per cent for women above the state pension age. 

For people above the state pension age, the most important source of income lost was represented by the 

fact that the bereaved were not allowed to receive the partner’s state retirement pension. More than 90 per 
cent of the respondents above the state pension age reported to have faced this kind of income loss.  

Nonetheless, respondents to the BHPS highlighted also changes in personal income sources, some of which 

were triggered by the death of the partner, such as bereavement allowance, widowed parent’s allowance and 
the pension from partner’s previous employer. Marked differences between women and men can be found. 

64 per cent of women reported to be recipients of these allowances and pensions as a source of income 

after the bereavement, while only around 10 per cent of men stated the same. 

2.3.3 Meeting housing costs 

For those whose household income does decline following a partner’s death, meeting housing costs can be a 
particular financial worry. Respondents to Corden et al. (2008)’s interviews reported the house in which 
they lived represented a safe space, often enriched by a deep emotional connection with the memory of the 

lost life partner, allowing them to ease the process of grief healing.52 However, people who still had to pay 

instalments for their mortgages reported psychological consequences of bearing these costs alone such as 

acute anxiety. On the other hand, for those not owning the house in which they lived, and therefore having 

to pay a rent as tenants, the degree of uncertainty reached even higher peaks, and it linked not only to the 

ability to pay the rent itself, but also to not knowing how long it would take to receive housing benefits if 

these are needed. 

2.3.4 Repayment of debts 

According to Corden et al. (2008), qualitative research suggests that issues relating to the repayment of debts 

following bereavement in general have a greater impact on younger individuals, and are often accompanied 

by additional emotional distress.53 The main driver of this condition is linked not only to the fact that they 

have to deal with creditors, but also to the shock related to the, often unexpected, discovery of the amount 

of debts that the partner had accrued.  

 
50  Stephen A., Macduff C., Petrie D., Tseng, F., Schut H.A.W., Skår S., Corden A., Birrell J., Wang S., Newsom C., and 

Wilson S. (2015). The Economic Cost of Bereavement. Link. 
51  Corden A., Hirst M., Nice K. (2008). Financial Implications of Death of a Partner. Link. 
52  Corden A., Hirst M., Nice K. (2008). Financial Implications of Death of a Partner. Link. 
53  Corden A., Hirst M., Nice K. (2008). Financial Implications of Death of a Partner. Link. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/266249891_The_Economic_Cost_of_Bereavement_in_Scotland
https://www.york.ac.uk/inst/spru/research/pdf/Bereavement.pdf
https://www.york.ac.uk/inst/spru/research/pdf/Bereavement.pdf
https://www.york.ac.uk/inst/spru/research/pdf/Bereavement.pdf
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2.3.5 Impacts of bereavement on poverty  

In addition to direct funeral poverty stemming from the inability to cover the costs of the funeral, following 

a bereavement, some people can enter into poverty, and others can end up deeper in poverty due to indirect 

financial impacts such as loss of income or earnings 

Analysis of the BHPS results sheds light on a high-level trend triggered by bereavement and its consequences: 

the deterioration of household income and the increase in poverty54. The authors found that around 37 per 

cent of the respondents to the survey dropped to a lower quintile of the population income following 

bereavement, while the opposite effect was reported by 21 per cent of the respondents. The first effect was 

mainly observed in younger people (under the state pension age) and in older women (over pension age). A 

fifth of the households experienced a more drastic outcome, moving below the official poverty line after 

bereavement. These households included younger men and women (below pension age), and older women 

(above the pension age). Fewer older men (above pension age) fell below the poverty line.  However, it is 

unclear how long the impact persists. The authors found that, between the first and second BHPS interviews 

following bereavement, more people moved out of poverty (between 6 and 22 per cent of different 

respondents) than fell into it (between 4 and 9 per cent of different respondents).55   

Research conducted by the Irish Hospice Foundation into the impacts of losing a relative or friend found that 

20 per cent bereaved respondents described their financial situation as having deteriorated since their most 

recent bereavement (compared to 11 per cent which said it improved) ).56 The research also found that the 

amount of support received after the death significantly impacted on self-reported financial well-being, with 

30 per cent of those claiming to have received insufficient support also reporting to have experienced a 

deterioration in their financial situation, while this share drops to 15 per cent for those stating to having been 

supported enough.57  

2.4 Employment impacts 

Another key aspect of people’s lives affected by bereavement is their work, and a number of studies 
investigate the impact of bereavement on employment. Corden et al. (2008) analyse the employment 

trajectories of the respondents to their interviews.58 A key aspect is the different impact of bereavement on 

the working situations of men and women. A large proportion of men left their paid work after the death of 

their partner, while the proportion of women employed in paid work only slightly declined after the death 

of their partner (this may reflect a lower proportion of women in employment at the time of bereavement). 

From a longer-term point of view, the proportions of women and men in paid work increased compared to 

the period right after the death of a partner, going back to the pre-bereavement levels. Stephen et al.’s 
quantitative analysis of the BHPS finds that bereaved subjects were less likely to be in work during the year 

of bereavement and the two years after bereavement.59 The study conducted by Abernethy et al. (2008) finds 

 
54  Corden A., Hirst M., Nice K. (2008). Financial Implications of Death of a Partner. Link. 
55  Based on values provided in Table 4.26 of the annex to Corden A., Hirst M., Nice K. (2008). Financial Implications 

of Death of a Partner. Link. The paper does not specify whether those household which fell into poverty after the 
first interview were the same which fell out of poverty after the second interview.  

56  Aoun A. M., Keegan O., Roberts A., and Breen L. J. (2020). The impact of bereavement support on wellbeing: a 
comparative study between Australia and Ireland.  

57  The forms of support considered in the analysis covered the one provided informally (e.g. by family and friends), 
from the community (e.g. by GPs and hospitals), and professionally (e.g. by counsellors and psychologists). 

58  Corden A., Hirst M., Nice K. (2008). Financial Implications of Death of a Partner. Link. 
59  Stephen A., Macduff C., Petrie D., Tseng, F., Schut H.A.W., Skår S., Corden A., Birrell J., Wang S., Newsom C., and 

Wilson S. (2015). The Economic Cost of Bereavement. Link. 

https://www.york.ac.uk/inst/spru/research/pdf/Bereavement.pdf
https://www.york.ac.uk/inst/spru/research/pdf/BereavementAnnexes.pdf
https://www.york.ac.uk/inst/spru/research/pdf/Bereavement.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/266249891_The_Economic_Cost_of_Bereavement_in_Scotland
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that caregivers who abandon their full-time work when taking care of a relative can remain out of the 

workplace even after the relative has died. 60 

Certain factors may influence the impact of bereavement on employment. For example, Corden et al. found 

that some respondents’ reasons for reducing their hours worked following bereavement included the need 
to take on more domestic duties. Those respondents who kept on working during the last period of their 

partners’ lives and had children, went back to work sooner after the bereavement than those in different 
circumstances. On the other hand, people approaching 60 years of age, or in precarious health conditions, 

responded that they did not expect to attempt working again after caring for their partners’ end-of-life.  

Corden et al. also found that unexpected or traumatic deaths can have even greater negative impacts on the 

working patterns of the bereaved. These losses not only further delay the moment in which bereaved 

individuals decide to go back to work, but are also often accompanied by work-related stress and a lack of 

flexibility on the part of the employer which can result in the bereaved person’s decision to leave their job 

entirely.   

Interestingly, the impact of going back to work after the partner’s death was often perceived positively by 
the respondents to the Corden et al research, although this could have also been driven by other factors 

(e.g. a person deciding to return to work may be intrinsically more likely to find satisfaction from their work).  

The study conducted by Van den Berg et al. (2012) investigates the economic consequences that bereaved 

parents face in the Swedish context.61 The study found that both parents experience an increase in the 

probability of not being employed after the death of a child, with mothers being more affected (in terms of 

likelihood and persistence) than fathers. In terms of income effect, six years after the loss occurred, the 

average loss in labour income induced by the child’s death for a mother is estimated to amount to 13,500 
SEK (around $2,070) per year, which represents 12 per cent of the average labour income among the affected 

women in the year before the child’s death. For fathers, the losses are estimated to 17,000 SEK (about 
$2,600) per year, which is 10 per cent of the mean labour income among the affected men in the year before 

the loss. 

Some studies define the impact on employment by considering the effect on the productivity of the bereaved. 

Fox et al. (2013) defines “absenteeism” as bereaved persons who are away from the workplace, and estimates 
the average per-household cost of absenteeism resulting from the death of a child to be $8,774.62  The 

authors also define “presenteeism” as where bereaved may be present in the workplace but being less 
productive and effective, e.g. due to loss of focus. They estimate the cost of presenteeism to be $9,638 per 

household, but this and other estimates based on self-reported productivity do not account for the potential 

impacts of low productivity on the workplace, colleagues, and the potential ‘penalty’ resulting from the period 
of lower productivity. They can also neglect the cost of the disruption to informal, unpaid work such as 

childcare and cleaning which may be affected by bereavement.63 

An earlier Australian study estimated that taking additional time off to grieve without pay can cost family 

members AUS$8,000, over an average period of 15.5 weeks.64 Upon returning to work, bereaved parents 

are slow to regain a ‘normal' level of productivity, which can be lingering at 63 per cent of the normal level 

 
60  Abernethy A. P., Currow D. C., and Burns C. M. (2008). Defining distinct caregiver subpopulations by intensity of 

end-of-life care provided. Link. 
61  Van den Berg G. J., Lundborg P. and Vikström J. (2012). The Economics of Grief. Link. 
62  Fox M., Cacciatore J., and Lacasse J. (2013). Child Death in the United States: Productivity and the Economic Burden 

of Parental Grief. Link. 
63  Fox M., Cacciatore J., and Lacasse J. (2013). Child Death in the United States: Productivity and the Economic Burden 

of Parental Grief. Link. 
64  Stebbins J. and Batrouney T. for The Compassionate Friends (2007). Beyond The Death Of A Child (Samples). Link. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/23461521_Defining_distinct_caregiver_subpopulations_by_intensity_of_end-of-life_care_provided
http://ftp.iza.org/dp7010.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/257419206_Child_Death_in_the_United_States_Productivity_and_the_Economic_Burden_of_Parental_Grief
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/257419206_Child_Death_in_the_United_States_Productivity_and_the_Economic_Burden_of_Parental_Grief
https://www.compassionatefriendsvictoria.org.au/resources/beyond-the-death-of-a-child/
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after 6 months.65 It is therefore generally considered that the cost of presenteeism to society is higher than 

the cost of absenteeism to the bereaved.  

Related to employment is the impact of bereavement on students’ academic performance. A study from Balk 
et al. (2010) points out how the bereavement of college students could affect their academic records, 

undermining their career development.66 These aspects have been studied by other researchers who found 

that bereaved students are at risk of declining in academic performance and this negative outcome is 

particularly relevant during the first semester following bereavement.67  

Fletcher et al (2013) examine the long-term societal impact of losing a sibling, and find that bereaved siblings 

stay in school for fewer years than non-bereaved, with the on-going consequence of a lower educational 

attainment and the economic consequence of lower wages.  In particular, they also identify a “stark gender 
difference” in the effects of the loss with sisters far more affected than brothers.68 

2.5 Health impacts 

The stress and grief caused by the loss of a relative or friend may also impact the mental and physical health 

of the bereaved. These, in turn, may lead to further financial hardship (e.g. through foregone earnings, or 

additional expenditure on healthcare) or place an economic burden on society. In this section we present 

the findings from the literature on the individual economic implications of health impacts from bereavement, 

and capture the burden on society in the following section. Whilst there is extensive coverage of the first-

order health and mortality impacts of bereavement in the literature, there is relatively less empirical evidence 

on the economic consequences of this.  

The literature examines the economic consequences of health impacts following bereavement across number 

of scenarios.  

Impact of the death of a spouse or partner on health care spending   

Marriage in general has been shown to have health benefits. Reflecting this, becoming widowed is associated 

with an increased risk of mortality. 69 After a spouse or life partner dies, the surviving partner may have 

increased healthcare costs. Most bereaved spouses are older and most are women. Several studies have 

examined the association between bereavement and healthcare expenditure for older bereaved spouses. For 

example, a US study, which determined total spending by older spouses on Medicare two years before and 

after the death of their partner, found that there was no significant increase in spending for men following 

the death of a spouse. However, the study found spending by surviving female spouses increased significantly 

for two years after the death of their spouse, with increased spending in each quarter over the two years 

(Ornstein et al., 2019).70  

In the Netherlands, a study examined the effects of the death of a spouse on healthcare expenditure of older 

people (Rolden et al., 2014). It found that the death of a spouse impacts the level of expenditure of an older 

 
65  Heazell A. E. P., Siassakos D., Blencowe H., Burden C., Bhutta Z. A., Cacciatore J., Dang N., Das J., Flenady V., Gold 

K. J., Mensah O. K., Millum J., Nuzum D., O'Donoghue K., Redshaw M., Rizvi A., Roberts T., Saraki H. E. T., Storey 
C., Wojcieszek A. M., and Downe S. (2016). Stillbirths: economic and psychosocial consequences. Link. 

66  Balk D., Walker A., and Baker A (2010). Prevalence and Severity of College Student bereavement examined in a 
randomly selected sample. Link. 

67  Servaty-Seib H. L. and Hamilton L. A. (2006). Educational Performance and Persistence of Bereaved College Students. 
Link. 

68  Fletcher J., Mailick M., Song J., and Wolfe B. (2013). A Sibling Death in the Family: Common and Consequential. Link. 
69  Sullivan A. and Fenelon A. (2013). Patterns of widowhood mortality. Link.  
  
70  Ornstein K. A., Garrido M. M., Siu A. L., Bollens-Lund E., Rahman O.-K., and Kelley A. S. (2019). An Examination of 

Downstream Effects of Bereavement on Healthcare: Utilization for Surviving Spouses in a National Sample of Older 
Adults. Link. 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(15)00836-3/fulltext
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/07481180903251810
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person, with monthly healthcare expenditure increasing on average by almost 50% after the death of a spouse. 

Monthly health care expenditure increased for both men and women, but to a greater extent for men than 

for women. For the oldest old (80 years and over), increases in healthcare expenditure began before the 

death of a spouse, and increased sharply after the death of a spouse. When spending on medical care and 

long-term care were examined separately, the study found that, after the death of the spouse, the relative 

increase in expenditure for long-term care was five times higher than for medical care. Roden et al. (2014) 

conclude that, for older bereaved spouses, expenditure levels rise predominantly because of a higher need 

for formal care after the loss of a spousal informal caregiver, rather than a higher need for medical treatment 

related to the health impact of bereavement.71 Accordingly, the study highlights the economic value to society 

of older spousal informal caring through its role in reducing the use of formal care and associated costs. The 

study also highlights the need for the development of interventions to support older widows and widowers, 

which could potentially improve the quality of life of widows and widowers, as well as mitigating future 

financial strains on the healthcare system.72  

The deterioration of health following the loss of a partner can lead to more hospital and GP visits. Based on 

data from the BHPS Stephen et al. (2015) found that bereaved individuals were more likely to visit the GP 

than a control group, also reporting worse health conditions in the periods before and after the bereavement, 

as indicated by the GHQ results. The literature does not seem to provide an explanation for this finding, but 

one could suspect this to be directly linked to the distress experienced while providing care to the end of 

the partner’s life. As reported in the previous work from the same authors on the topic, women are more 
likely to visit their GP for bereavement-related reasons than men.73 Where the cost of GP visits is covered 

by the state, this represents a societal cost. However, in Ireland where GP care is only free at point of 

delivery for a sub-set of the population, this would represent a direct individual financial burden. 74  

Health impacts on bereaved parents  

The study by Van den Berg et al. (2012) investigates the effects of the loss of a child on the parents’ general 
health, mental health, and fertility rate.75 The study finds that, while for mothers the probability of being 

hospitalised for any reason at least once is not significantly impacted in the period immediately following the 

death of a child, the same is not true in the medium term. In the second year from the event, fathers see this 

probability grow by around 12 per cent, and mothers by 24 per cent. The paper finds that the probability of 

being hospitalised with a mental health diagnosis increases by much as a 150 per cent for mothers, and by 

almost 100 per cent for fathers in the year of the death of the child. The economic consequences of this will 

be felt by society where the state covers the costs of hospitalisation, and indirect impacts felt by the 

individuals themselves (e.g. through lost earnings as a result of being unwell or in hospital).  Section 2.4 

presents further examples of the employment impacts on bereaved parents.  

The experience of a stillbirth can also have lasting consequences for the parents, through the associated 

additional expenditure at future junctures. A survey of Australian parents found that the health-related 

expenses of bereaved parents average around $2,100 per family, mostly as a result of mental health issues 

brought on by the loss.76 Whilst not strictly a cost of bereavement, subsequent pregnancies following stillbirth 

are impacted because they are managed as a high-risk in some jurisdictions (such as the UK), which may 

 
71  Rolden H., Van Bodegom D., and Westendorp R. (2014). Changes in Health Care Expenditure after the Loss of a 

Spouse: Data on 6,487 Older Widows and Widowers in the Netherlands. Link. 
72  Rolden H., Van Bodegom D., and Westendorp R. (2014). Changes in Health Care Expenditure after the Loss of a 

Spouse: Data on 6,487 Older Widows and Widowers in the Netherlands. Link. 
73  SECOB project research group (2013). Socio-Economic costs of bereavement in Scotland. Link. 
74  Only around 30% of the Irish population have a medical card, which allows free GP and access to free counselling 

with CIPC (counselling in primary care). Link 
75  Van den Berg G. J., Lundborg P. and Vikström J. (2012). The Economics of Grief. Link. 
76  Stebbins J. and Batrouney T. for The Compassionate Friends (2007). Beyond The Death Of A Child (Samples). Link. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4275307/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4275307/
https://www.artshealthandwellbeing.org.uk/sites/default/files/Socio-Economic%20Costs%20of%20Bereavement%20in%20Scotland.pdf
https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-sdg3/irelandsunsdgs2019-reportonindicatorsforgoal3goodhealthandwell-being/healthcare/
http://ftp.iza.org/dp7010.pdf
https://www.compassionatefriendsvictoria.org.au/resources/beyond-the-death-of-a-child/
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involve pre-emptive specialist treatment or longer stays in hospital. Accordingly, a pregnancy after stillbirth 

costs £558–1,735 more than if the previous pregnancy ended in an uncomplicated livebirth.77  

Harper et al (2011) and Song et al (2019) use nationwide national data for the UK and USA, respectively to 

identify increased mortality among parent who have experienced the death of a child.78 

Impacts on bereaved college students 

Balk et al. (2010) study bereavement among college students and its severity, where they find that 1.7 per 

cent of the respondents reported having prolonged grief disorder.79 Balk et al. report how other studies 

found that bereavement could cause, among others, complicated grief reactions, such as agitated depression, 

clinical reactions (guilt, suicidal thoughts, sleep difficulties), chronic illness, and disturbance in self-esteem. 

Other studies found that some students are reluctant to complain about grief to a physician or a counsellor, 

reporting instead other disorders, such as insomnia, difficulties to concentrate, lack of motivation and anxiety, 

making it harder to decipher when and how college students are bereaved. These impacts are all likely to 

have an impact on students’ ability to perform in their studies and may affect future earnings potential. This 

is described in more detail in Section Error! Reference source not found..  

Impacts on bereaved Irish Travellers 

According to the study published in 2012 by Stamp et al. for the National Traveller Money Advice & Budgeting 

Service, bereavement in the Irish Traveller community appears to have significant impacts on, among others, 

the health conditions of the bereaved.80 Respondents to the authors’ interviews reported how people turn 
to medication (even un-prescribed) due to the grief and trauma caused by the loss of a relative, with one of 

the participants explaining how she became very ill after the bereavement of a close family member, with the 

following needs of hospitalisation. 

Health impacts can also be related to the costs of funerals, which could be burdensome for bereaved families. 

Respondents pointed out how funeral costs had an impact not only on their economic position, but also on 

their health, such as on the level of stress, and triggering uncertainty on how to cover the costs. Moreover, 

the results of the interviews show how incurring debts is considered shameful in the Traveller community, 

stigmatising the indebted person, and increasing the feelings of hopelessness. 

Second-order impacts of financial hardship resulting from bereavement  

The financial impacts of bereavement can affect the psychological health of individuals who have lost their life 

partner, increasing the emotional and mental impacts of bereavement and potentially leading to increased 

healthcare expenditure by the individual or state (or both). These ‘second-order’ impacts of the financial 
implications of bereavement were studied for example by Corden and Hirst (2013). Based on in-depth 

interviews, the study finds that direct financial impacts can affect the psychological well-being of the surviving 

partner, particularly when the household income generated by the deceased partner was an important aspect 

of the relationship. However, more negative perceptions of the deceased partner’s economic contributions 
(for example, their difficulty in maintaining earnings or making economic decisions) can lead to more positive 

emotions following bereavement, such as relief or a reduction in stress. 81   

 
77  Mitsry H., Heazell A., Vincent O., and Roberts T. (2013). A structured review and exploration of the healthcare 

costs associated with stillbirth and a subsequent pregnancy in England and Wales. Link. 
78  Harper M., O’Connor RC., O’Carroll RE., (2011), Increased mortality in parents in the first year of their child’s life. 

Link. and Song J., Mailick MR., Greenberg JS., Floyd FJ., (2019) Mortality in parents after the death of a child. Social 
Science and Medicine, 239 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2019.112522 

79  Balk D., Walker A., and Baker A (2010). Prevalence and Severity of College Student bereavement examined in a 
randomly selected sample. Link. 

80  National Traveller MABS (2012). Debt and Dying - Understanding and addressing the impact of funeral costs for 
Travellers in Ireland Link. 

81  Corden A. and Hirst M. (2013). Economic Components of Grief. Link. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3878511/
https://spcare.bmj.com/content/bmjspcare/1/3/306.full.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2019.112522
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/07481180903251810
https://www.ntmabs.org/publications/policy/2013/debt-and-dying-report.pdf
http://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/76715/1/ACds22april13.pdf
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The study also undertakes quantitative analysis based on the results of BHPS data, exploring how often 

bereaved respondents who self-reported a deterioration in their financial condition also reported four or 

more symptoms of distress.82 83 The authors estimate that around 30,000 bereaved people would experience 

poor health due to the impact of bereavement on their financial situation. High distress scores were more 

frequent among those reporting to have faced weakened financial conditions (73 per cent of this group) 

compared to those who found their financial condition unchanged or even improved (58 per cent of this 

group). Women who felt worse off financially are found to be twice as likely to report distress symptoms 

when compared to the women reporting no changes in the financial condition after the death of a partner. 

On the other hand, the authors did not find statistical influence of financial decline on the men reporting four 

or more symptoms of distress.  

Emotionally, everybody reacts differently to a bereavement and some people experience distressing physical 

and psychological symptoms. There are bereavement services and supports around the country; many of 

these are provided through the voluntary community. Counselling is a step taken by some people who are 

experiencing ongoing psychological or emotional distress as a result of bereavement. In Ireland, there are a 

number of options available for people who opt to attend counselling, although options are limited by 

availability and ability to pay.  

One of the main free or low-cost counselling services available in Ireland is the Counselling in Primary Care 

Service (CIPC), which is provided through the HSE. This service is available to medical card holders over 18 

years of age who are experiencing mild to moderate psychological and emotional difficulties. The state also 

fund a number of low-cost community counselling services across Ireland which provide affordable 

counselling for non-medical card holders. Although waiting list can be in place for these state provided 

services.84 For many people (including both medical card holders and non-medical card holders) seeking to 

access counselling in a timely manner, the only option may be to pay out of pocket to attend a private 

practitioner. For those who can afford counselling and psychotherapy – a 2018 survey of members of the 

Irish Association of Psychotherapy and Counselling (IACP) revealed that the average charge per session was 

€53, ranging from €41 to €6085. However, one in four people in Ireland report that affordability is a barrier 

to accessing counselling and psychotherapy.86 There is strong public support in Ireland for making 

counselling/psychotherapy universally available and publicly funded.87  

2.6 Societal impacts 

As we have discussed in Section 2.4, a key issue in the lives of those who have experienced the loss of a 

relative relates to the loss of employment, and the inability or lack of will to return to the labour force. This 

implies that bereaved individuals may find themselves in need of governmental and social financial and 

psychological supports to a greater degree than their non-bereaved counterparts.  

In its exploration of the economic and financial impacts of bereavement, the study conducted by Corden et 

al. (2008) finds that some indirect social impacts are indeed related to the death of a partner.88 For example, 

 
82  The authors based the use of four General Health Questionnaire (GHQ) symptoms of distress on other studies (e.g. 

Goldberg et al., 1997). Indeed, Goldberg et al. showed that people reporting four or more GHQ symptoms of 
distress were likely to be diagnosed with psychiatric illness. 

83  The analysis of this dataset used the same approach as explained for Corden et al. (2008). 
84  Health Service Executive (2018). Counselling in Primary Care Service. National Evaluation Study. Link. 
85  Irish Association of Psychotherapy and Counselling (IAPC) (2018) IAPC members survey. Link. 
86  Irish Association of Psychotherapy and Counselling (IAPC) (2019) General Public Survey. Summary of key findings. 

Link.  
87 Irish Association of Psychotherapy and Counselling (IAPC) (2019) General Public Survey. Summary of key findings. 

Link.  
 
88  Corden A., Hirst M., Nice K. (2008). Financial Implications of Death of a Partner. Link. 

https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/4/mental-health-services/counsellingpc/cipc-national-evaluation/cipc-national-evaluation-report-phase-1.pdf
https://iacp.ie/files/UserFiles/IACP-Member-Survey-December-2018.pdf
https://iacp.ie/files/UserFiles/IACP-Member-Survey-December-2018.pdf
https://iacp.ie/files/UserFiles/IACP-Member-Survey-December-2018.pdf
https://www.york.ac.uk/inst/spru/research/pdf/Bereavement.pdf


A View from the Literature 

 19 - 

those who permanently left their job after the death of their partners may, thereafter, be sustained, partially 

if not mainly, by state benefits. This kind of situation may represent years of benefits, which could pose a 

significant burden on the welfare system. Respondents added that the core reasons bringing to the decision 

of abandoning the labour force were often related to the persistence, since the death of the partner, of poor 

health conditions, as well as to the need for prolonged treatment of long-term conditions that manifested 

before the bereavement. 

Stephen et al. (2015) find that bereavement has sizeable effects on both the probability of hospitalisation and 

the average period yearly spent in a hospital. They estimate that the additional financial impact on the public 

health system required for a bereaved person amounts to roughly £44-63 per year. Using the 2011 Scotland’s 
Census figures on the share of widowed population, the authors estimate that the total additional cost 

required for bereaved individuals across the country would fall in a range between £16.2 million to £23.3 

million per year. In particular, the additional annual cost implied for the NHS Scotland amounts to around 

£20 million, while bereavement related GP consultations to £2.2 million.89 

2.7 Conclusions 

This review covers a range of literature on the economic impacts of bereavement, and is based on different 

types of studies, such as academic papers, industry research reports, public institution reports, and 

information from individual organisations (e.g. companies and charities). The studies are based on different 

methods, ranging from simple survey results, qualitative assessments and statistical analysis, and include 

different sample populations from a range of countries such as the UK, the US, Australia, and Sweden, as well 

as Ireland. Where possible, we have focused on the most robust economic studies which seek to establish 

causation between bereavement and economic impacts. As suspected from the outset, the availability of 

information relating to Ireland is very limited, and includes no robust economic studies. Nevertheless, the 

insights drawn from the literature as a whole provide a good basis for understanding the issues as they may 

apply in Ireland, and provide a useful roadmap for potential further research in Ireland, as we expand on in 

Chapter 4.  

The first section of the review considers the direct financial impacts of arranging a funeral, estimates of the 

cost of funerals, and the ability of the bereaved to pay for it (including the issue of funeral poverty). There is 

a range of cost estimates available from Ireland and the UK (available estimates of the cost of funerals in 

Ireland range between €4,000 and €6,300), but a key finding is that costs can vary significantly depending on 
the type of funeral, the location and other ancillary costs. Data availability for Ireland is limited and more 

systematic research into funeral costs would be valuable. Even more limited is information related to the 

extent of funeral poverty in Ireland. However, the literature identifies risk factors that could lead to funeral 

poverty, such as individuals feeling social pressure to spend more than they can afford on funerals, or a lack 

of financial planning on the part of the deceased – and there is evidence that these risk factors are present in 

Ireland.  

There is a range of state support in Ireland that can be used to contribute to funeral costs, such as one-off 

payments for people fulfilling specific requirements and ongoing support for those who have lost a partner, 

but there are no studies that examine how these payments compare to the actual costs of funerals. Evidence 

form the UK suggests that state support is inadequate to cover the average costs of funerals. In addition to 

state support, financial assistance can be provided by charities, such as IHF’s Hardship Fund, which provides 
financial support to families when a child dies, and the Kevin Bell Repatriation Trust, which offers support to 

families when a relative dies overseas. 

 
89  Stephen A., Macduff C., Petrie D., Tseng, F., Schut H.A.W., Skår S., Corden A., Birrell J., Wang S., Newsom C., and 

Wilson S. (2015). The Economic Cost of Bereavement. Link. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/266249891_The_Economic_Cost_of_Bereavement_in_Scotland


A View from the Literature 

 20 - 

The review then considers wider financial impacts of bereavement, such as the impacts on household income. 

Given that different studies came to opposite conclusions as to the impacts, the extensive literature on the 

UK landscape suggests that the consequences of bereavement on the level of household income can vary. 

Linked to this is the change in the components of the household income. Analyses of the British Household 

Panel Survey show that the main change in household income is the loss of partner’s savings and investments, 
while for people above the pension age the most important source of lost income was represented by 

difficulties in accessing the deceased partner’s state retirement pension. 

Other impacts linked to the change in levels of household income relate to the ability to meet housing costs 

and the repayment of debts. Both aspects are found to be key impacts of bereavement in the UK, with 

repayments of debts presenting a significant effect depending on the age of the bereaved. However, the 

international literature, including from Ireland, is limited regarding these impacts. 

Wider deterioration of financial circumstances and poverty can also result from the indirect financial impacts 

of bereavement. In particular, a research conducted by the IHF found that 20 per cent of bereaved respondent 

acknowledged their financial situation to have deteriorated since their most recent bereavement, with the 

amount of support received after the death of the relative or friend having a significant impact on the self-

reported financial well-being. 

Bereavement has negative impacts on employment conditions. Overall, the literature reports that bereaved 

people are less likely to be in work in the period right after bereavement, with some studies finding this effect 

lasts up to two years after the death of a relative or friend. Furthermore, other circumstances, such as 

domestic duties, presence of children or precarious health conditions could determine different employment 

responses to bereavement, either extending or decreasing the time spent not working. Looking at 

productivity, both “absenteeism” and ‘presenteeism” are believed to have a considerable impact on the 

household income. 

The literature also finds negative consequences of bereavement on students’ academic performances, which 
are linked to their future employment and salary opportunities. Students’ bereavement, caused by the loss of 
a parent or a sibling, is believed to have impacts on the academic records, causing lower educational 

attainment and future lower wages. However, Irish literature is absent in this regard, making it difficult to 

understand how these results are valid also in Ireland. 

Economic consequences can also steam from health impacts following bereavement. The literature analyses 

several types of bereavement and the specific impacts of each on the mental and physical health of the 

bereaved. These, in turn, may lead to further financial hardship. The deterioration of health following the loss 

of a partner, for instance, can lead to an increase in the healthcare required by the surviving partner and the 

risk of death by one third. This leads to an increase to hospital and GP visits. Where GP visits are covered 

by the state, this may be considered a societal cost. In the Irish context, where the GP care is free only for 

a subset of the population, this would lead to a direct individual financial burden. Similar results apply for 

bereaved parents, who present very high chances of being hospitalised with mental health diagnosis after the 

death of a child. Finally, health impacts could steam from financial hardship resulting from bereavement. It is 

believed that difficult economic conditions increase the emotional and mental impacts of bereavement, 

potentially leading to increased healthcare expenditure by the individual or state. 

Moving beyond the impacts that bereavement has on individuals, the literature investigates the societal 

impacts. For example, bereaved partners who permanently left their job after their loss may, thereafter, be 

sustained, partially if not mainly, by state benefits. Increased hospitalisations and GP visits have also an impact 

on the public health system given that they cause significant expenditures for each additional bereaved person. 

The findings of the literature and the absence of related evidence in Ireland provide a clear roadmap to 

further research of the economic impacts of bereavement in Ireland. As described in more detail in Chapter 
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4, such research could extend the findings identified in this review and establish clearer policy objectives for 

Ireland to address the economic impacts of bereavement.   
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3 Scoping Review of Quantitative 

Datasets 

In this chapter we investigate how existing Irish datasets could be used to answer questions about the 

economics of bereavement in the Irish context, in order to provide a short protocol for future research. The 

chapter is structured as follows: 

• A summary of some of the key statistical methods applied (and databases used) in the international 

literature which could be replicated in the Irish context.  

• Description of 4 key Irish databases, focusing in more detail on those most likely to allow for robust 

research into a number of research questions. We provide a summary research protocol for each.  

• For completeness, we include information on databases kindly provided by members of the Research 

Advisory Group in varying degrees of detail. 

3.1 Relevant methodologies and data used in the literature 

In this section we describe briefly some of the key quantitative methodologies used in the literature to 

address questions relating to the economic impact of bereavement.90 We organise the discussion by broad 

type of analysis:  

• Comparisons of outcomes before and after a bereavement, to identify the impacts of bereavement on a 

range of variables such as income, health, housing status etc.  

• Comparisons of outcomes before and after a bereavement, including the use of a ‘control’ group to 
account for unobservable factors which may influence outcomes in addition to bereavement.  

• Measurement of scale or scope of funeral poverty or economic hardship, including underlying drivers.  

3.1.1 Before and after comparisons 

This method involves the exploitation of longitudinal data from multiple waves of interviews or surveys with 

a cohort of participants, and compares participants’ situations or outcomes before and after a bereavement. 
This allows researchers to assess how people’s outcomes have changed as a result of bereavement. In some 
cases, depending on the data, this can have the added advantage of identifying impacts that the participants 

themselves would not necessarily be aware of if asked directly the question “what have been the economic 
impacts of losing a loved one?”  

This method requires data in order to: 

• Identify a suitable sample of bereaved participants, for example variables defining whether a person has 

been bereaved, was in a household with another participant who has subsequently died, or whether their 

marital status has changed to widow/widower. 

• Measure outcomes of interest which one would expect to be affected by bereavement, such as household 

income, pension income, levels of debt, degrees of financial anxiety, expenditure on healthcare and so 

forth.  

 
90  Whilst an important research approach, we do not consider qualitative research methods (e.g. in-depth surveys and 

focus groups) in this section as the focus is on exploring quantitative databases.  
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• Measure other characteristics of the participants (e.g. demographic information) to enable investigation 

of drivers of economic hardship resulting from bereavement. 

• Cover a sufficient time period in order to capture a sufficient number of people who have been bereaved 

and a sufficient period of time before and after this event.  

Corden et al. (2008), whose findings have been discussed throughout the literature review, use this method 

as one of a number of approaches to assessing the economic impacts of bereavement.91  The main sources 

used are the BHPS and the Longitudinal Study developed by the Office of National Statistics. 

In particular, the authors exploit several waves of the BHPS, adopting a three steps approach in order to 

identify the sample of bereaved partners.  

• First, they identified all the deaths recorded starting from the second wave of the survey; 

• Second, they defined relationships between the individuals identified as deceased and the other member 

of what had been their household; and 

• Third they selected all the deceased persons that were living as a couple during the previous wave. These 

couples were then included in the study. 

After defining the relevant sample, they consider three pre-bereavement and three post-bereavement 

interview waves for each couple included in the study, thus capturing the ‘before and after’ outcomes.92  

The Longitudinal Study, on the other hand, is mainly exploited to identify bereaved people between 1971 and 

2001, and to estimate the number of couples that have been separated by death, and is used as cross-check 

for the representativeness of the BHPS study. 

Both approaches are based on individuals’ personal assessments of their situations before and after 

bereavement, leading to an understanding of the distress components and psychological well-being of the 

participants in additional to financial impacts of bereavement. The authors also use a logistic regression 

analysis to estimate the likelihood of psychological distress as a result of bereavement. The authors were also 

able to assess whether certain outcomes associated with bereavement were more or less likely depending 

on various characteristics of the participants, for example whether women were more likely than men to 

experience financial difficulties, whether the status of home ownership before the bereavement affected 

financial difficulty following bereavement, and so on.  

3.1.2 Comparisons using a control group 

This method is similar to the above in that it uses longitudinal – or panel – data that tracks outcomes for the 

same group of participants over time. This enables researchers to assess whether an event (bereavement) 

changes outcomes for participants. The method additionally makes use of a ‘control’ group alongside the 

‘treatment’ group. A sample is selected of participants with similar characteristics but with the ‘treatment’ 
group having experienced a bereavement and the ‘control’ group having not. Comparison between different 
groups is the core intuition behind statistical methodologies like “difference-in-differences”. 

The benefit of this method is that is accounts for unobserved factors (in addition to bereavement) which may 

affect outcomes of participants over time. If only the treatment group is examined, it may not be possible to 

identify whether changes in, say, financial status following a bereavement are due entirely to the bereavement, 

or whether they are due in part to factors which cannot be controlled for in the data analysis. Having the 

control group, and assuming that the same unobserved factors would affect that group too, allows the 

researcher to assess whether the change in outcomes for the treatment group is statistically different to the 

change in outcomes for the control group, and thus whether the event (bereavement) has a significant effect. 

 
91  Corden A., Hirst M., Nice K. (2008). Financial Implications of Death of a Partner. Link. 
92  A similar apporach was was in Corden and Hirst (2013).  

https://www.york.ac.uk/inst/spru/research/pdf/Bereavement.pdf


Scoping Review of Quantitative Datasets 

 24 - 

Measuring the difference between the changes in outcomes between two groups before and after an event 

is the basis for the difference-in-differences approach.    

The study by Stephen et al. (2015), discussed in the literature review, is mainly based on the Scottish 

Longitudinal Study (SLS), the Practice Team Information (PTI) and the BHPS.93 The SLS was used to identify 

the consequences of bereavement on the health conditions of bereaved. For example, the authors use a 

“difference-in-differences” approach to analyse the impact of bereavement on inpatient days.  The approach 

controls for possible unobserved common factors that could influence the health status and the 

hospitalisation of the bereaved. 

The authors also use the BHPS dataset to assess the likelihood of a visit to the GP during the bereavement 

period for those who experienced the death of a relative, and to enlarge the analysis further considering the 

effects on the income levels and the employing status pre- and post-bereavement. 

The study by van den Berg et al. (2012), also adopts a treatment/control group approach to measure the 

impacts on labour income of parents after the loss of a child. The study takes ‘matched pairs’ of participants 
– for each parent that experiences the death of a child (“treated”), ten parents who have not lost a child 
(“control”) are selected who share similar socio-economic and background characteristics. The study then 

assesses whether the impacts on labour income are statistically different for the treatment group versus the 

control group.  

3.1.3 Measurements of funeral poverty and hardship 

A number of sources covered in the literature review (in particular section 1.2) attempt to measure the scale 

of funeral poverty or economic hardship following bereavement, for example Corden et al. (2008), Citizens 

Advice Scotland (2016), Royal London (2018) and Stamp et al. (2012) for MABS. Many of these rely on surveys 

of citizens, asking direct questions about funeral expenditure, debt, and other difficulties relating to funeral 

expenses and then reporting the numbers of respondents in each category. These often attempt to explain 

the underlying causes of funeral poverty, for example by linking this to whether people plan for a funeral, 

their sources of available income, social pressures, and other characteristics such as gender, employment 

status and marital status.  

Identifying underlying drivers of funeral poverty and hardship can also be done robustly, for example as in 

the previously mentioned studies using longitudinal data on people who have experienced a bereavement. 

The same could be achieved using cross-sectional data (data covering a set of participants at a moment in 

time), provided the relevant variables were available. Using regression analysis a researcher could measure 

whether an outcome (such as ‘financial difficulty’ or ‘levels of debt’ or ‘health expenditure’) is statistically 

influenced by the existence of bereavement, controlling for other variables which might also influence the 

outcome. 

3.2 Available datasets for Ireland and how they could be used 

In this Section we discuss the two major datasets that we have identified as candidates with which to conduct 

fairly sophisticated methodologies to assess the economic impacts of bereavement: The Irish Longitudinal 

Study on Ageing (TILDA) and European Survey of Income and Living Conditions (EU-SILC).  

We then cover more broadly other data which may be relevant in assessing the scale of funeral poverty.  

We provide short research protocols for each.  

 
93  Stephen A., Macduff C., Petrie D., Tseng, F., Schut H.A.W., Skår S., Corden A., Birrell J., Wang S., Newsom C., and 

Wilson S. (2015). The Economic Cost of Bereavement. Link. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/266249891_The_Economic_Cost_of_Bereavement_in_Scotland
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3.2.1 The Irish Longitudinal Study on Ageing (TILDA) 

Brief description 

The Irish Longitudinal Study on Ageing (TILDA) is one of the main sources of information about health, 

economic and social circumstances for people resident in Ireland aged 50 years and over.94 There are 

currently 4 waves available of this study, spanning from 2009 to 2016. Data collection takes place roughly 

every two years, but there is no uniformity on the temporal coverage of each wave (e.g. Wave 1 spans 

October 2009 and February 2011, while Wave 4 covers from January to December 2016). Overall, the initial 

sample of respondents determined for the first wave of interviews included 8,504 individuals (of which 329 

were younger spouses or partners of participants, who would have not satisfied the age requirement for 

inclusion), while in wave 4 information was collected only from 5,715 participants. 

Unprocessed results from TILDA interviews are not freely accessible. To obtain access to the dataset, 

researchers are required to submit an ISSDA application. We have based the assessment on documentation 

provided on TILDA’s website and, in particular, on the Variable Anonymisation Actions document95 covering 

raw variables based on the questionnaire, and on documents covering derived variables.96  We recommend 

researchers examining the full dataset in addition to these variable lists in order to understand the full 

questions, and where variables are taken from standalone questions or are conditional on previous questions 

having been answered.  

Sample 

To identify a sample of bereaved respondents, there are several variables that could be used. These are taken 

from the raw variables as suitable derived variables do not appear to exist.97 We highlight various issues and 

observations with the variables.  

• CS012 (“In which year the respondent became a widow/widower?”) - The critical aspect of this question 

is that it would capture only the respondents that were married, leaving aside those not 

married/divorced. Also, it does not consider bereavement caused by the loss of another family member 

• CS023 (“Is this person currently living in the household?”), CS036(“May I ask what has happened to”), 
CS041(it is divided into two questions “When did [name of person currently living in the household] 
die? Can you tell me the month?” and When did [name of person currently living in the household] die? 
Can you tell me the year?”) - this group of questions refers to other people living in the same household 

with the respondents. Question CS041 asks some details about the death of the person that used to live 

with the respondent. This could include the same respondent from the previous point, but it would leave 

out other relatives (e.g. children, grandchildren) that do not live in the same household. 

• TC116 (it is divided into two questions “Can you tell me what month did [son’s name] die?” and “Can 
you tell me what year did [son’s name] die?”). This question could be useful to identify bereaved 
respondents due to the death of a child. 

• MH138 - this is a multiple-choice question which investigates any relevant event occurring to the 

respondent from the previous wave or, alternatively, over the past 5 years. There are two choices that 

are relevant for the purpose described in this paragraph: “spouse/partner died” and “One of your children 
died”. Closely related to this is question MH148 which, investigating what may be identified as the most 

stressful event over the past 5 years, lists “spouse/partner died” and “One of your children died” as two 
options.  

• TP006 (“In what month and year did she [mother of respondent] die?”) and TP012 (“In what month 
and year did he [father of the respondent] die?”) - these could be other candidates for the identification 

 
94  TILDA’s website Link. 
95  TILDA Wave 4 Variable Anonymisation Actions Link. 
96  TILDA Wave 4 Derived Variables codebook Link. 
97  The codes and questions are taken directly from the TILDA Wave 4 Variable Anonymisation Actions. 

https://tilda.tcd.ie/
https://www.ucd.ie/issda/t4media/0053-05_TILDA_Wave4_Variable_Anonymisation_Actions_v4.1.pdf
https://www.ucd.ie/issda/t4media/0053-05_TILDA_Wave4_Derived_Variables_Codebook_v4.1.pdf
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of the bereaved participants. However, given the age of the respondents, this could be less relevant 

compared to the others. 

In terms of sample size, TILDA was based on a sample of 8,504 in the first wave, decreased to 5,715 in the 

last wave. This would mean a sample of around 230 for the widowed population, and a larger sample if more 

types of bereavement were included.  

Questions above relating to bereavement are part of the “Resilience Questionnaire” included in Waves 3 
and 4 of Tilda. This would allow investigation of the data over time rather than just a cross-sectional view.  

Variables of interest  

In order to link bereavement with economic outcomes of interest, we identify the following variables as 

useful candidates. 

• Variables on income and employment: 

▪ WE009 (“In what year cease working?”) together WE005 (“Why not currently working?”) - these 

questions could help in defining if bereavement has been the major reason for retirement/ceasing 

working. 

▪ WE114 (“Before any deductions, about how much is typical wage/salary payment?”), WE122 (“What 
is the total net amount in typical wage/salary payment?”) and WE130 (“What was the total gross 

amount earned in the last 12 months in this job?”) - these questions are related to the salary of the 

respondent. They provide data on the amount of salary received by the respondent.  

▪ Other relevant variables that capture the earnings of the respondent are related to the pension 

payments: SI101 (“Some people can receive an occupational pension[…]”) and SI201 (“receiving 
payments from a private pension or annuity?”). 

▪ SI409_i and SI412_i capture estimates of household income.  

• Variables on health: 

▪ PH002 (“What about your emotional or mental health?”), PH315 (“first told by a doctor had 
emotional, nervous or psychiatric problems?”), PH316 (“What type of emotional, nervous or 
psychiatric problems”)  and PH317 (“get psychiatric [or psychological] treatment for”) - these could 

be used to identify the impacts of bereavement on psychological health for the sample population.  

▪ MH006(“I felt depressed”), MH007(“I felt that everything I did was an effort.”), MH011(“My sleep 
was restless.”), MH014(“I felt lonely”), MH018(“I felt sad.”), MH020(“I could not get "going."”) and 
MH021(“In the last month, have you felt that you would rather be dead?”) - these questions capture 

the current mental health of the respondent. 

Comparisons over time feasibility 

TILDA is built as a longitudinal survey. Therefore, it would be the ideal data source to conduct a study of 

this type, provided that the study uses more than one wave of interviews. Changes in the variables of interest 

can be measured before and after a bereavement event to assess the impact of bereavement. Personal 

characteristics of participants can also be used the measure the likelihood of certain types of participant (e.g. 

gender, marital status) experiencing the various impacts resulting from bereavement. There may be some 

practical issues in ensuring that all variables necessary for the research are repeated across the waves of the 

study so that comparisons can be made over time.  

Control group / difference-in-differences feasibility 

To carry out a difference-in-differences study, there is the need to define a control group and a treatment 

group which should present similar characteristics, apart from the variable for which the study aims to analyse 

the impacts (e.g. a bereavement indicator such as the variables identified in the “Sample” paragraph above). 



Scoping Review of Quantitative Datasets 

 27 - 

A possible way to define each group would be based on variables that are unrelated (at least, from a 

theoretical point of view) from the variable that we are trying to isolate. These variables could be: 

• Demographic variables – Age or MT001 (“What is your age?”), and Gender would be the ideal variables 

to be used as demographic variables 

• Households conditions – HH002 (“Is this interview held in a private household or in a nursing home?”) 
and if the respondent lives with other people in the same household. The second aspect could be defined 

using a set of variables, such as lastwave_01 (Other resident(s) that was/were present in the previous 

wave), cs023_age and cs023_sex (demographic variables for the other resident(s)) 

• Mental and Physical health conditions – TILDA dataset has a large number of health-related variables, 

both for the mental and physical sphere. These variables could be used to create sets of respondents 

with similar clinical history or with similar long-term illnesses. Note, these variables would need to be 

independent from the ‘variables of interest’ the study is testing in relation to the impacts of bereavement.  
• Income – income, both from work and pension, could be used to identify sets of respondents with similar 

wealth and possibilities. This could be identified by WE114(“Before any deductions, about how much is 

typical wage/salary payment?”), WE122(“What is the total net amount in typical wage/salary payment?”) 
and WE130(“What was the total gross amount earned in the last 12 months in this job?”) or, if the 
income is based on a pension: SI101 (“Some people can receive an occupational pension[…]”) and SI201 

(“receiving payments from a private pension or annuity?”). Again, these variables would need to be 

independent of the ‘variables of interest’.  

The research could then compare changes in variables of interest over time, before and after a bereavement 

event, for the treatment group as well as the control group over the same period of time.  

Measuring funeral poverty / hardship 

From the interrogation of the dataset, it does not appear to contain direct variables relating to funeral poverty 

or issues arising from funeral expenditure, such that the scope of this issue in Ireland could be measured. 

This could be indirectly measured by measuring for example a decline in income across the sample and testing 

whether this is statistically influenced by bereavement, but it would not show definitively the existence of 

funeral poverty.   

Summary of research protocol 

We summarise the below specific research questions which could be asked and the relevant variables from 

the TILDA data. We note that specifying the exact forms of the models (e.g. econometric regressions) is 

beyond this scoping exercise, and therefore the research protocol is high level.  

 Research 

question  

Method Variables needed 

RQ1 

 

What are the 

impacts of 

bereavement on 

household income?  

To what extent are changes in household income 

affected by bereavement? 

- Correlation between changes in earnings and 

bereavement.  

- Regression of changes in earnings (dependent 

variable) and bereavement (independent 

variable) along with other relevant control 

variables which could also influence stopping 

work. 

- Diff-in-diff of change in household income 

over time for bereaved and non-bereaved 

sample. 

Various bereavement variables 

(see “Sample” section above) 

SI409_i (estimates of HHLD income) 

and  

SI412_i (estimates of HHLD income) 
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RQ2 What are the 

impacts of 

bereavement on 

employment? 

To what extent is stopping work influenced by 

bereavement?  

- Correlation between stopping work and being 

bereaved.  

- Regression of stopping work (dependent 

variable) and bereavement (independent 

variable) along with other relevant control 

variables which could also influence stopping 

work. 

- Count of respondents who list ‘bereavement’ 
as a reason for stopping work. 

- Diff-in-diff of change in employment income 

over time for bereaved and non-bereaved 

sample. 

Various bereavement variables 

(see “Sample” section above) 

WE009 (“In what year cease 
working?”) 

WE005 (“Why not currently 
working?”). 

 

RQ3  To what extent do earnings from employment 

change following bereavement?  

- Correlation between a change in employment 

income and bereavement event 

- Regression of change in income (dependent 

variable) and bereavement (independent 

variable) along with other control variables.  

- Diff-in-diff of change in employment income 

over time for bereaved and non-bereaved 

sample.  

Various bereavement variables 

(see “Sample” section above) 

WE114 (“Before any deductions, 
about how much is typical wage/salary 

payment?”) 

WE122 (“What is the total net 
amount in typical wage/salary 

payment?”) 

WE130 (“What was the total gross 
amount earned in the last 12 months 

in this job?”) 

 

RQ4 What are the 

impacts of 

bereavement on 

physical or mental 

health? 

Does bereavement affect changes in health; or 

influence poor health? 

- Create indicators of poor health from the data 

- Then correlate change in health outcomes or 

poor health outcomes with bereavement 

event 

- Regression of change in health / poor health 

(dependent variable) and bereavement 

(independent variable) along with other 

control variables.  

- Diff-in-diff of change in health over time for 

bereaved and non-bereaved sample. 

Note that as the data stand, this will not enable the 

researcher to directly estimate the economic 

impacts of health changes related to bereavement.  

Various bereavement variables 

(see “Sample” section above) 

PH002 (“What about your 

emotional or mental health?”),  

PH315 (“first told by a doctor had 
emotional, nervous or psychiatric 

problems?”),  

PH316 (“What type of emotional, 
nervous or psychiatric problems”)   

PH317 (“get psychiatric [or 
psychological] treatment for”)  

MH006(“I felt depressed”) 

 MH007(“I felt that everything I did 
was an effort.”) 

MH011(“My sleep was restless.”) 

 MH014(“I felt lonely”) 

MH018(“I felt sad.”) 
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MH020(“I could not get "going."”) 

MH021(“In the last month, have you 

felt that you would rather be dead?”)  

 

RQ5 How do the above 

impacts compare for 

men vs women; or 

by age 

Include relevant demographic variables in the above 

analyses to estimate whether the impacts found are 

statistically different for men vs women; or by age 

“Age” or MT001 (“What is your 
age?”) 

“Gender”  

 

RQ6 How do the above 

impacts compare for 

different 

relationships to the 

deceased (e.g. 

siblings, children, 

parents 

Include relevant demographic variables in the above 

analyses to estimate whether the impacts found are 

statistically different for different relationships.  

Note that the data do not include siblings  

MH138 (“spouse/partner died” and 
“One of your children died”) 

MH148 ( “spouse/partner died” and 
“One of your children died”) 

TC116 (“Can you tell me what 
month did [son’s name] die?” and 
“Can you tell me what year did [son’s 
name] die?”).  

CS012 (“In which year the 
respondent became a 

widow/widower?”) 

RQ7 How do the above 

impacts compare for 

different 

households?  

Include relevant demographic variables in the above 

analyses to estimate whether the impacts found are 

statistically different for different household types.  

HH002 (“Is this interview held in a 
private household or in a nursing 

home?”)  
 

lastwave_01 (Other resident(s) that 

was/were present in the previous 

wave) 

 

cs023_age and cs023_sex 

(demographic variables for the other 

resident(s)) 

 

RQ8 How do the above 

impacts compare for 

different income 

groups? 

Define variables for different income groups, and 

include in the above analyses to estimate whether 

the impacts found are statistically different for 

different groups.  

WE114(“Before any deductions, 
about how much is typical wage/salary 

payment?”) 
 

WE122(“What is the total net 
amount in typical wage/salary 

payment?”)  
 

WE130(“What was the total gross 
amount earned in the last 12 months 

in this job?”)  
 

SI101 (“Some people can receive an 
occupational pension[…]”)   
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SI201 (“receiving payments from a 
private pension or annuity?”). 

 

3.2.2 European Survey of Income and Living Conditions (EU-SILC) 

Brief description 

The European Survey of Income and Living Conditions (EU-SILC) is a survey that collects data at both the 

individual and household level, covering issues related to income and living conditions.98 It provides data on 

both household and individual income, defining also some indicators at a national level, such as the “at risk of 
poverty” rate. This survey has been conducted on a yearly basis between 2003 and 2018 and provides both 

cross-sectional (a snapshot of participants) and longitudinal data on income, poverty, social exclusion and 

living condition. Specifically, the latest version of this dataset contains cross-sectional information for the 

period 2004-2018 and longitudinal data for the period 2005-2018.99  

However, the data are not freely accessible. To gain access to the set of microdata a successful ISSDA 

application process is needed or, alternatively, the application may also be submitted to Eurostat.  

The sample surveyed included more than 5,500 households, clustered from pre-specified areas in order to 

make the collection of data easier. In particular, the last available wave included more than 11,000 records. 

Moreover, not being focussed on the elders, it enlarges the pool of respondents compared to TILDA. On 

the other hand, it collects a smaller number of variables and is arguably less related to bereavement. 

Sample 

There are few possible variables that could be used to define the sample of bereaved respondents. Using the 

codebook provided in the ISSDA website, examples of variables that could help identifying a sample of 

bereaved people are the following:100 

• PB190 (“Marital status”) which included widow/widower. 

• PY110G/PY110N (“Survivor’s benefits”, which includes Survivor’s pension, death grant and other cash 
benefits).  

These variables do not allow the researcher to sample bereaved people who have suffered the loss of relatives 

other than partners.  

Alternatives to these variables could be PL120 (“Reason for working less than 30 hours in main and other 
jobs”) and PL160/PL170 (“Change of Job since last year” and “reason to change job”), provided the 
responses included ‘death of a partner/relative’ as a reason. However, from the investigation it appears that 

death of a relative is not specified as a possible answer in either question, and thus this would have limited 

value. 

A final variable of some relevance is HS060 “Capacity to face unexpected financial expenses". Whilst not 

directly related to bereavement, it could be used to shed light on whether people of certain characteristics 

are more/less likely to be able to face unexpected expanses, and thus more/less at risk of falling into funeral 

poverty of suffering economic hardship as a result of bereavement.  

 
98  EU Survey of Income and Living Conditions (EU-SILIC) Link. 
99  EU-SILC 2020 release Link. 
100  CSO EU-SILC Anonymised Microdata file codebook. Link. 

https://www.ucd.ie/issda/data/eu-silc/
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/203647/203704/EU+SILC+DOI+2020v1.pdf
https://www.ucd.ie/issda/t4media/0015-16_EU-SILC_2018_codebook_v1.1.pdf
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Variables of interest  

The EU SILC database offers a more limited set for the possible variables compared to the TILDA database 

by which one could measure the impacts of bereavement: 

• PY010G/PY010N and PY020G/PY020N (“Employee cash or near cash income” and “Non-Cash 

employee income”); 
• PY080G/PY080N (“Pension from individual private plans”); 
• Pes (“Principal economic status”), PL031 (“Self-defined current status”) and PL080 (“Number of 

months spent in unemployment”); 
• PH010 (“General health”). 

Comparisons over time feasibility 

The frequency of the survey makes the dataset a good candidate for a longitudinal study. As explained on the 

Eurostat website, the EU-SILC contains also longitudinal data, and for Ireland it ranges from 2005 to 2018 

(although the longitudinal data for Ireland has a discontinuity for the years 2010 and 2011). Changes in 

variables of interest could be assessed before and after a bereavement event defined using the ‘sample’ 
variables set out above.  

The data would also allow for researcher to test whether certain impacts of bereavement are more or less 

likely for different characteristics of participants (i.e. identify drivers of negative impacts). This could be done 

using statistical regression analysis where the dependent variable is defined as ‘impact as a result of 
bereavement’ and the independent variables are then selected to test the influence of various characteristics.  

Control group / difference-in-differences feasibility  

The database contains a number of demographic variables to enable the researcher identify a control and a 

treatment group, and measure differences in changes to variables of interest across these groups as a result 

of bereavement. Some of the demographic variables that could be used are: 

• Demographic variables of the respondent: RB090 (“Sex”), Aggp (“Age category”) RB210 (“Basic 
activity status”), PH010 (“General health”) 

• Household composition: person_count_h (“Persons in the household”) 
• Source of income, which should be distinguished between income from work and pension. The relevant 

variables are PY010G/PY010N and PY020G/PY020N (“Employee cash or near cash income” and 
“Non-Cash employee income”), and PY080G/PY080N (“Pension from individual private plans”) 

Measuring funeral poverty / hardship 

As with TILDA, there do not appear to be direct variables measuring funeral poverty or hardship resulting 

from bereavement, and therefore it would not be possible to use this dataset to measure the scope of this 

problem in Ireland.  

However, the variable ‘Capacity to face unexpected financial expenses’ could be used to measure the number 
of people at risk of falling into funeral poverty if they are faced with an unexpected funeral expense. Further, 

using statistical regression techniques, researchers could study drivers or risk factors of participants that 

make it more likely that they would fall into a category of being unable to face unexpected expenses. These 

risk categories could be used for the basis of education and training to help people better prepare for 

potential funeral expenses, and policy measures to them.  
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Summary of research protocol 

 Research 

question  

Method Variables needed 

RQ1 What are the 

impacts of 

bereavement on 

employment? 

To what extent is stopping work influenced by 

bereavement?  

- Correlation between change of employment 

to stopping work and being bereaved.  

- Regression of stopping work (dependent 

variable) and bereavement (independent 

variable) along with other relevant control 

variables which could also influence stopping 

work. 

- Diff-in-diff of change in employment income 

over time for bereaved and non-bereaved 

sample. 

Bereavement variables (see 

“Sample” section above) 

Pes (“Principal economic status”) 

PL031 (“Self-defined current status”) 

PL080 (“Number of months spent in 
unemployment”); 

 

RQ2 What are the 

impacts of 

bereavement on 

employment? 

To what extent do earnings from employment 

change following bereavement?  

- Correlation between a change in employment 

income and bereavement event 

- Regression of change in income (dependent 

variable) and bereavement (independent 

variable) along with other control variables.  

- Diff-in-diff of change in employment income 

over time for bereaved and non-bereaved 

sample.  

Bereavement variables (see 

“Sample” section above) 

PY010G/PY010N and 

PY020G/PY020N (“Employee cash 
or near cash income” and “Non-Cash 

employee income”); 

 

RQ3 What are the 

impacts of 

bereavement on 

physical or mental 

health? 

Does bereavement affect changes in health; or 

influence poor health? 

- Then correlate change in health outcomes or 

poor health outcomes with bereavement 

event 

- Regression of change in health / poor health 

(dependent variable) and bereavement 

(independent variable) along with other 

control variables.  

- Diff-in-diff of change in health over time for 

bereaved and non-bereaved sample. 

Note that as the data stand, this will not enable the 

researcher to directly estimate the economic 

impacts of health changes related to bereavement.  

Bereavement variables (see 

“Sample” section above) 

PH010 (“General health”). 

 

RQ4 How do the above 

impacts compare for 

men vs women; or 

by age 

Include relevant demographic variables in the above 

analyses to estimate whether the impacts found are 

statistically different for men vs women; or by age 

RB090 (“Sex”),  

Aggp (“Age category”)  
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RQ5 Likelihood of falling 

into funeral poverty? 

Drivers of this?  

 

How many respondents are at risk of falling into 

funeral poverty if they are faced with an 

unexpected funeral expense? 

Regress likelihood to suffer funeral poverty and 

potential risk factors such as household 

composition, age, gender.  

HS060 “Capacity to face unexpected 
financial expenses". 

 

3.2.3 Department of Social Protection – Exceptional Needs Payments  

Brief description  

Under the Supplementary Welfare Allowance (SWA) scheme, the Department of Social Protection may make 

a single exceptional needs payment (ENP) to help meet essential, once-off expenditure which a person could 

not reasonably be expected to meet out of their weekly income.  

An application can be made under the ENP scheme for assistance with funeral and burial expenses where 

there is an inability to pay these costs, in part or in full, by the family of the deceased person without causing 

hardship. In addition, the Department may provide for the burial of a person who has died and in respect of 

whose burial suitable arrangements are not otherwise being made.  

Data on the ENP is available since 2014 (latest 2019), and contains breakdowns across counties. In addition 

to the number of ENPs made and the amounts claimed, data on claimants’ characteristics (age, sex, marital 
status) can also be obtained from the Department, although the understanding is that a special request would 

need to be made as these data are not publicly available. 

Uses for the data 

These data can help provide a view on the magnitude of the funeral poverty issue in Ireland, shedding light 

on how many funerals were funded using the ENPs in Ireland between 2014 and 2018. Given that these 

payments are made to those in ‘exceptional need’, it could be assumed that these recipients would otherwise 
suffer economic hardship as a result of funeral expenses. The tables in the appendix show the amounts and 

numbers of payments made across counties from 2014 - 2019. Total payments in Ireland increased from €4.6 
million in 2014 to €5.8 million in 2019, with the number of payments ranging from 2,786 to 3,033 over the 
years. 101  

The ENP data could be used to estimate the prevalence of funeral poverty. For example, an exercise 

previously conducted for the IHF took the number of ENPs and compared these to the number of deaths 

(from the CSO) to give an indication of the prevalence of funeral poverty. The prevalence is estimated at 

between around 10 percent to 9 per cent from 2014 to 2018. The results can be broken down by county to 

identify areas where a greater policy focus could be warranted. The relevant tables are presented in the 

appendix.  

There are certain limitations of using these data on ENPs to estimate funeral poverty:  

• ENPs are made only where households both make a claim and are deemed eligible. There may well be 

more households which either do not claim or which are not deemed eligible who in reality suffer 

economic hardship as a result of funeral expenses.  

• ENPs would not cover economic hardship that arises more indirectly from bereavement and is not 

directly linked to a one-off funeral expense.  

 
101  These figures are taken from the Department’s ENP database and represent a snapshot of the ENPs as they are 

approved by an officer rather than when they are paid. The figures do not capture payments that are cancelled, 
payments that go out of date or overpayments recouped. 
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• The data would also not capture those who have used other means to pay for funerals such as credit 

cards or other debt, and who subsequently fall into economic hardship later as a result of not being able 

to pay these off.  

The data on ENPs combined with data on claimants’ characteristics could be used to investigate whether 
certain characteristics are more likely to be associated with claiming and thus with funeral poverty. For 

example, whether the proportion of claimants who are female, or of a certain age or marital status is higher 

than the average. These findings would need to be compared with general population demographics to ensure 

that patterns in claimants are not simply reflecting patterns in the general population, or patterns in the 

population of people who have lost family members or partners.  

The Research Advisory Group queried whether the ENP application form could provide data on the costs 

of funerals – this is something which could be investigated further.  

Summary of research protocol  

 Research 

question  

Method Variables  

RQ1 What is the scale of 

funeral poverty 

across Ireland?  

 

Assuming that funding by ENP is a proxy for funeral 

poverty. 

- Count the number of funerals funded by ENP  

- Counts across counties 

ENP payment data 

RQ2 What is the 

prevalence of 

funeral poverty in 

Ireland?  

ENP payments as a % of total deaths.  ENP payment data 

CSO data on deaths  

RQ3 What factors 

influence the 

likelihood of 

receiving ENP for 

funeral costs?  

Proportion of ENP payments across claimant 

characteristics  

ENP payment data 

Claimant data e.g. 

- Age 

- Sex 

- Marital status 

 

Other data from the DSP 

The DSP also collects data on Widow/er’s and Surviving Civil Partner’s Pensions. This is nationally available data 

broken down by counties and available publicly in annual publications,102 or monthly by request. The data 

include the total number of recipients of the widow/er’s and surviving civil partner’s contributory and non-

contributory pension by age, sex and county. Whilst these are valuable data for identifying a sample of 

individuals who have lost a partner, or for identifying the scale of support available for bereaved partners, 

there does not appear to be much scope to use these data to either estimate funeral poverty or to investigate 

the impacts of bereavement on other outcomes. The only way this could be done is if these individuals were 

able to be matched to another dataset that contained information on other personal characteristics and 

outcomes such as financial difficulties or health.  

The DSP also collects data on the Widowed or Surviving Partner Grant which is payable by the Department of 

Social Protection. This is a is a once-off payment of €6,000 automatically paid to a person in receipt of 

 
102  Social Protection Annual Statistics https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation-information/e4517-social-protection-annual-

statistics-report-archive/  

https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation-information/e4517-social-protection-annual-statistics-report-archive/
https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation-information/e4517-social-protection-annual-statistics-report-archive/
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Widow’s, Widower’s Or Surviving Civil Partner’s Contributory Pension, who is entitled to an increase on 
their pension for a qualified child following the death of their spouse or civil partner. The Grant was 

introduced in 1999 and extended to surviving civil partners on the introduction of civil partnership in 2010. 

In 2019, 1,004 people were paid a Widowed or Surviving Civil Partner Grant.  Expenditure for 2019 was 

€5.6m. The table in the appendix shows a breakdown in payments over the years.  

Similar to the pensions data, these data could shed light on the scale of support available for bereaved parents. 

As they stand they would not be able to inform estimates of funeral poverty or wider economics impacts of 

bereavement.   

Moreover, the Department’s Jobseekers Longitudinal Dataset could potentially be used for future research on 

any impact of bereavement of a partner/child on the duration of a jobseeker claim, as part of any broader 

research programme on the employment impacts of bereavement. The Research Advisory Group is 

investigating whether this database can be or is linked to the national ‘general register of deaths’. If so, then 
analysis could be done as to whether the death of a family member has an impact on the length of a jobseeker 

claim.  

Details of these datasets are included in the Appendix.  

3.2.4 Citizens Information Board (CIB) 

The CIB collects information on calls made to Citizen Information Services (CIS) and Citizen Information 

Phone Service (CIPS) via face to face visits, telephone, and email. Calls are recorded as queries on CIB’s 
database. This information is available nationally and full year data has been recorded on the database since 

2009. Data trends and the nature of queries to services across a wide range of entitlements to public services 

are reported on in research and policy reports, submissions and annual reports. The CIB records data for 

each query covering caller information and query information – see the pro forms in the appendix. In 2019, 

there were over half a million callers (564,391), and over a million queries recorded (1,024,803).  

Relevant Variables  

Just under half of the total number of queries related to Social Welfare issues, one of which included ‘Death 
related Benefits’. This includes the following: 

• Guardian’s Payment  
• Help with Funeral Costs  

• Special Funeral Grant (Occupational Injuries Scheme only)  

• Widow/Widower’s Surviving Civil Partner’s Grant  
• Widow/Widower’s Surviving Civil Partner’s Pension  

There is a specific section on Death and Bereavement which includes the following variables: 

• After Death  

• Before Death  

• Bereavement Counselling and Support  

• Money matters after a death  

• Other  

• Sudden or Unexplained death  

• The Deceased’s estate  

Other variables that may be relevant include Exceptional/Urgent Needs Payment, and under Money and Tax, 

the sub-category of ‘Debt’. The data above could be analysed by client characteristics to investigate the 

relationships between for example, ‘Money matters after a death’/‘Help with Funeral Costs’/After Death and 
variables such as sex, age, country or origin, ethnicity, or specific needs.  
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As shown in the tables in the appendix, the number of queries relating to death and bereavement, and death 

related benefits, are small relative to the total number of queries received in a year. For example, ‘Death and 
Bereavement queries’ totalled 7,917 in 2019 and social welfare ‘Death related Benefits’ were 5,903, giving a 
total of 13,820 queries, representing 1.3 per cent.    

Uses for the data 

Data on queries relating to death and bereavement, death related benefits, and help with funeral costs, can 

shed some light on the importance of these issues to the Irish population. By comparing the number of these 

queries to estimates of deaths (e.g. around 30,000 a year based on CSO statistics, see appendix) or those in 

receipt of Widows/Widowers/Surviving Partners pensions, researchers could assess the relevance of these 

issues to the population of citizens affected by bereavement. However, the data are unlikely to be relevant 

in estimating the scale of a funeral poverty issue. 

3.3 Additional datasets and recommendations  

We received information about potential data which could be relevant to the issues of funeral poverty and 

other financial implications of bereavement. We record this information here for completeness but have not 

investigated it in detail. Further detail for some databases is included in the Appendix.   

• Growing Up in Ireland – national children’s longitudinal survey.103 The study started in 2006 

and follows the progress of two groups of children: 8,000 9-year-olds (Child Cohort/Cohort ’98) and 
10,000 9-month-olds (Infant Cohort/Cohort ’08). The members of the Child Cohort are now aged about 
22 years and those of the Infant Cohort are around 12 years old. Data are only available on special 

request.  

The Primary Caregiver Main Questionnaire includes a question H1 “has the child ever experienced the death 
of a parent / close family member / close friend.” This variable could be used to identify a population of 
children who have experienced bereavement which, combined with other data collected on mental 

health, educational development, social adjustment and physical health, could be used to draw conclusions 

on the impact of bereavement on children through a quantitative research study. However, the direct 

link to the economic impacts of bereavement would be unclear. 

• Money Advice and Budgeting Service (MABS) Information System. This records data on 

funeral expenses and funeral debt, but appears incomplete and not a suitable candidate for robust 

quantitative analysis. MABS also collects insolvency data, where Funeral Directors can be recorded as a 

trigger for insolvency. This could shed light on where individuals fall into debt as a result of funeral 

expenses. However, MABS does not record many cases of this, although it could be used as the basis for 

qualitative research – allowing for data protection issues etc. See the pro forma in the appendix.  

• The Society of St Vincent de Paul’s Request for Assistance Data. This records the presenting 

issues of those seeking assistance, including “funeral expenses” and “other costs not affordable due to 
paying funeral expenses”.  The data are not publicly available, but high level and anonymised data on 

requests for assistance and expenditure related to funeral expenses could be provided by special request. 

This could be used to assess the number of people requiring assistance in relation to funeral expenses, 

and shed some light on the scale of funeral poverty. However, it is likely to only represent a subset of 

citizens facing these issues.   

• Credit Unions data. Credit Unions provide a range of support to members which could be related to 

funerals, for example “Life Saving” insurance cover. In the event of a member’s death, this can pay a 
benefit to the person(s) nominated by the deceased member.  The amount paid out depends on cover 

levels and the member's saving history. Whilst this would not directly link to funeral costs, it could 

 
103 https://www.growingup.ie/ 

https://www.growingup.ie/
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provide insight into the proportion of the population who provide funds for those remaining after their 

death.  

• The Probate Office. The Research Advisory Group suggested that the Revenue may have data from 

the Probate Office on the costs of funerals which are included as a question on the probate form. This 

would enable the estimation funeral costs for at least a proportion of the population, if these data were 

available.  

3.4 Summary of databases 

The table below presents a summary of the various databases covered above in terms of their relevance and 

usefulness to researching the questions about the economic impacts of bereavement. The symbols denote 

whether the database could answer the various questions, including if the database would only be a proxy 

for the research variable (≈).  
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Figure 3.1: Summary of databases  
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4 Survey Results 

4.1 Introduction 

As part of this study, an online survey was undertaken to explore Irish adults’ attitude to, and experience of 

the bereavement of a friend or relative to develop an understanding of how this common life phenomenon 

is likely to economically impact those affected.  The survey’s design was informed by the literature review 

reported in Chapter 2, and an ethical approval on the field work was granted by the Royal College of Surgeons 

in Ireland (RCSI) Section 6.5 in the Appendix reports all the survey questions and their results. 

The survey results reported in this Chapter cover the impacts experienced through the loss of a relative or 

friend: 

• Direct financial impacts from the cost of a funeral. 

• Other financial impacts. 

• Employment impacts. 

• Health impacts. 

• Societal impacts. 

We conclude investigating the potential impacts of bereavement among the non-bereaved population. 

4.2 Methodology 

This section describes the details of the survey development and analysis of its results, as well as the main 

characteristics of our sample. 

4.2.1 Survey development and analysis of its results 

The survey was developed based on the literature review and on consultation with the project’s Research 
Advisory Group. This 16 person advisory group had representativeness from academia, research and 

organisations working with people  who are economically impacted by bereavement104.The research, 

including the survey was granted ethical approval from the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland (RCSI) Ethics 

Committee.  

The research was conducted as an online survey which was scripted by YouGov researchers and set-up on 

YouGov’s secure survey platform. A test link was provided to the Irish Hospice Foundation to ensure they 

were happy with how the questionnaire had been implemented. Once the test link was signed off, YouGov 

conducted a ‘soft launch’ of the survey in order to determine if there were any issues with the survey content 

or length. Following the successful soft launch, the survey was fully launched with the aim of achieving a 

representative sample of 1,000 adults in Ireland aged 18+. The questionnaire consisted overall of a 10 minute 

online survey administered by YouGov between the 17th and the 25th February 2021. 

The analysis of the results of the survey did not consider inferential statistics techniques. Only descriptive 

statistics were exploited to provide insights from the survey results. 

 
104 Alone, Citizen Information Service, Department of Social Protection, European Anti-Poverty Network, Irish Hospice 

Foundation, Money Advice and Budgeting Service, National University Galway, Social Justice Ireland, St Vincent 
DePaul, Irish Association of Social Work.  
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4.2.2 The sample 

All respondents in this survey were drawn from the Dynata panel of Irish adults. 105 To achieve a 

representative sample of Irish adults, quotas were applied for age and gender (interlocked), region and 

household income. Small weights were applied at the data processing stage to ensure that the final achieved 

sample accurately represents the population of adults in Ireland.   

As a general rule, based on this representative sample of 1,000 respondents, we would expect a margin of 

error of up to +/- 3% at the 95% confidence level.  This means that where 50% of respondents give a particular 

response, we can be sure (19 times out of 20) that the actual figure would be between 47% and 53%.  

 

The survey included a set of questions that were asked of all respondents (n=1000). It also included a set of 

questions that were only asked of bereaved respondents, that is, respondents who indicated that they were 

bereaved in the last three years (n=684) and a set of questions that were only asked of non-bereaved 

respondents, that is, those who indicated that they not been bereaved in the last three years (n=310) (see 

Figure 4.1). The responses were analysed using a range of variables, including age, gender, region and 

household income. While we are confident that the full sample is representative of the adult population in 

Ireland, not all of the results presented in this chapter pertain to the full sample of 1,000 adults. Results 

relating to sub-samples of the full sample may not be generalisable to the whole population of Irish adults. 

Indeed, in some of the analysis, only a small number of cases are included. Therefore, we urge that care is 

taken in interpreting the results presented in this chapter and making generalisations. Throughout this 

chapter, it has been noted when findings should be treated with caution.   

 

The main characteristics of the full sample are presented in Table 4.1. A full breakdown of the characteristics 

of the survey sample can be found in Section 6.5 of the Appendix to this report, as well as a complete set of 

survey results.  

 

Table 4.1: Sample characteristics 

Respondents’ category Number of respondents 

TOTAL 1,000 

Male 495 
Female 503 
Other 2 

18-24 years old 111 
25-34 years old 166 
35-44 years old 213 
45-54 years old 182 
55+ years old 328 

Household income < €20k 190 
Household income €20k – €39.9k 255 
Household income €40k – €59.9k 190 
Household income €60k – €99.9k 212 
Household income €100k – €149.9k 100 
Household income > €150k 35 
Prefer not to say (household income) 18 

 

 

 
105 Panel of first-party data contributed by consumers. Link. 

 

http://info.dynata.com/dynata-panel-book.html?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=panel-book&utm_content=sitelink&gclid=CjwKCAjw3pWDBhB3EiwAV1c5rOU9-tya_KwpVbUmS7HYOMB6i5HEZRQHXNHepUeLR1c8Uvon46v9DBoC0z8QAvD_BwE
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Experience of bereavement  

All respondents (n=1,000) were asked about their experience of bereavement and 68 per cent reported that 

they had experienced a bereavement over the last three years.  Of the 684 respondents who had experienced 

a bereavement, approximately three-quarters  (75 per cent) reported that the deceased person was a family 

member, while a quarter reported that the deceased person was a friend. Close to half (46 per cent) reported 

that the bereavement had happened within the last year, implying that almost half of the deaths took place 

during the Covid-19 pandemic. Another quarter reported that it happened 1-2 years ago, while 28 per cent 

reported that it was 2-3 years ago.  

 

Talking about death and dying  

In response to a question asked of all respondents about how comfortable they feel talking about death and 

dying, 78% per cent  reported that they were comfortable (i.e. ‘relatively comfortable’, ‘very comfortable’ or 
‘completely comfortable’) discussing death and dying with their relatives or friends. However, 21 per cent 

indicated they were ‘not at all comfortable’ or ‘not very comfortable’ talking about death with their family or 

friends. Of those who have experienced a bereavement (n=684), younger respondents (under 45 years old) 

and those on lower incomes (under €40k) show lower levels of comfort in discussing death and dying with 
their close ones, while there is no relevant difference between men and women (Figure 4.1).  
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Figure 4.1: How comfortable, if at all, do you feel about discussing death and dying with your relatives or 
friends? Totals and analysis by key subgroups (bereavement status, gender, age, household income) 
(number of respondents; percentage over the total number of respondents) 

 

Base: All respondents (1,000). Bereaved respondents (684), Non-bereaved respondents (310), Prefer not to say (6). Male respondents (495), Female 

respondents (503), Other (2). 18-24 yo respondents (111), 25-34 yo respondents (166) 35-44 yo respondents (213), 45-54 yo respondents (182), 

55+ yo respondents (328). Respondents with income lower than €20k (190), respondents with income between €20k and €39.9k (255) respondents 

with income between €40k and €59.9k (190), respondents with income between €60k and €99.9k (212), respondents with income between €100k 
and €149.9 (100) respondents with income higher than€150k (35), prefer not to answer (18). 

4.3 Direct financial impacts of arranging a funeral 

4.3.1 Cost of funerals 

All respondents were asked if they had been involved in organising a funeral. Just under 40 per cent (n=367) 

indicated that they had been involved in organizing a funeral in the last three years, the vast majority of whom 

(n=346; 94 per cent) were people who had been bereaved in the last three years.  

Overall, knowledge about the costs of arranging a funeral was low. Just over 20 per cent of all respondents 

(n=217) indicated that they have good knowledge about the costs of arranging a funeral. 
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People with experience of bereavement and those with experience of organising a funeral were examined 

more closely. The results show that  knowledge about the costs of arranging a funeral among the bereaved 

population is higher than the non-bereaved population, with 26 per cent (n=176) of the former sample 

declaring to have good knowledge, and only 13 per cent (n=42) of the latter declaring the same thing. 

However, also in among the bereaved population, this is still relatively low. . Of the 367 respondents who 

had been involved in organising a funeral, only 38 per cent (n=141) indicated that they had a good knowledge 

of the costs organising a funeral106 This suggests that people with experience of bereavement, and even people 

with experience of organising a funeral, do not necessarily have a good knowledge of the costs of a funeral. 

All respondents were provided with a range of costs and asked to select how much they expected a funeral 

to cost on average, taking everything into account. This included a wide range of costs. The costs included, 

among others, funeral director fees, burial or cremation costs and coffin type, and discretionary items such 

as transport, flowers, catering and stationery for the funeral, as well as costs incurred later on such as grave 

headstones. The results, as reported in Figure 4.2, which shows that over half of respondents expect a funeral 

to cost €5,000 or more .107   This compares with the finding in the literature review that the cost of a funeral 

in Ireland stands between €4,062 and €6,310.108 . 

Figure 4.2: Taking everything into account, how much would you expect a funeral to cost on average? 
(number of respondents; percentage over the total number of respondents) 

 

Base: All respondents (1,000). 

With regard to how much a funeral was expected to cost, there were no differences between men and 

women. There  were only small difference between the bereaved population and non-bereaved population, 

and between people who had organized a funeral and those who had not However, there were differences 

by age and household income. In the youngest age group (18-24 years), only one-third (33 per cent; n=37) 

expected a funeral to cost €5,000 or more, in comparison to over 56 per cent in all other age groups. As 

household income increased, expectations of the average cost of a funeral also increased. For example, 

whereas 41 per cent (n=78) of people with a household income of less than €20,000 expected a funeral to 

 
106  346 respondents, out of the 367 claiming to have been involved in the organisation of a funeral (94 per cent), also 

declare to have been bereaved in the last three years. On the other hand, the bereaved individuals stating to have 
good knowledge about funeral costs are only 176 out of the 684 bereaved respondents (26 per cent). This suggests 
that organising a funeral does not necessarily imply a knowledge of funeral costs. This is also corroborated by the 
fact that less than 40 per cent of those that organised a funeral claim to have a good knowledge of its costs (141 out 
of 367). 

107  531 respondents over the whole sample (1,000) (53 per cent). 
108  An Post Insurance (2016) “Survey Reveals Funeral Cost Differences Across Ireland”. Link. 
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cost €5,000 or more, this rose to 67 per cent (n=147) for those with a household income of between 

€60,000 and €99,999 (Table 6.2 in the Appendix). 

Respondents who had been bereaved in the last three years (n=684) were also asked how much the funeral 

costed approximately. More than a third (35 per cent; n=239) responded “don’t know”, around 36 per cent 

(n=247) of the total bereaved population say the funeral cost more than €5,000, and looking only at those 

that responded differently than “don’t know” (n=445), this figure increases to 56 per cent (247/445 

respondents).  The high level of “don’t knows” is driven primarily by those who say the deceased was a friend 

(a category for which 53 per cent declared not to know) or a relative other than the spouse/partner, a parent, 

a grandparent, a child, or a sibling (for which the same share amounts to 50 per cent).109 

Investigating the respondents who not only had been bereaved in the last three years, but had also been 

involved in organising the funeral (n=346) were asked ‘Approximately, how much did the funeral cost?’ While 
10 per cent (n=34) responded ‘don’t know’, more than half (52 per cent; n=180) say the funeral cost more 

than €5,000, leading to an overall average cost of around €5,500 (Figure 4.3).  

Figure 4.3: Approximately, how much did the funeral cost? 

 

Base: All respondents who have experienced a bereavement and were involved in organising the funeral in the last three years (346). 

Note: Respondents were asked, when answering, to think about the removal and care of the deceased, viewing arrangements, removal to the 

church/cemetary/crematorium, hearse, funeral director's fee, coffin, burial plot, refreshments, elements of the service (flowers, orders of service etc.). 

The expected and actual costs110 of organising a funeral in different regions of the country do not differ 

dramatically, with the exception of the region including the Rest of Leinster (Figure 4.4). Indeed, the 270 

respondents from this region overall expect the costs of arranging a funeral to be the highest in Ireland, 

amounting to an average of over €5,700, while the actual cost reported by the 183 bereaved respondents in 

region averages €5,300.  

 
109 Of the 171 respondents who have lost a friend, 90 would not know the cost of the funeral, while for those 

respondents who have lost a relative other than the spouse/partner, a parent, a grandparent, a child, or a sibling it 
was 106 of 213. 

110 In answering the question, the respondents were asked to consider removal and care of the deceased, viewing 
arrangements, removal to the church/cemetary/crematorium, hearse, funeral director's fee, coffin, burial plot, 
refreshments, elements of the service (flowers, orders of service etc). 
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Figure 4.4: Expected and actual average cost of funerals by Irish region (€) 

 

Base: All respondents (1,000).     Base: Bereaved respondents (684). 

Around nine in ten of those bereaved in the past year (88 per cent; 272/310 respondents) reported that the 

funeral was affected in some way by the Covid-19 pandemic. The main impacts reported concerned 

restrictions on the ceremony, reductions in the range of services provided by funeral directors, and the 

complete inability to have a ceremony at all. Due to such restrictions, 40 per cent (109/272) of  respondents 

who were involved in organising the funeral and reported that the funeral was impacted by Covid-19 also 

reported that the cost was lower than expected. On the other hand, 21 per cent  (57/272) report that the 

pandemic had no effect on funeral costs, and on the other hand around 8 per cent (22/272) say that they 

spent more than expected on the funeral. 

4.3.2 Ability to pay for the funeral 

As discussed in the literature review, the term funeral poverty is used to refer to the range of difficulties 

experienced by people faced with paying for funerals (see Section 2.2.2).  This can mean that for some 

bereaved people the costs of funerals may exceed their ability to pay for the funeral. In this section the results 

on ability to pay for the funeral as reported by the bereaved population in the survey sample (684 

respondents) are presented.   

Estimates of funeral poverty 

According to the bereaved population who had also organised a funeral (346 respondents), the most common 

source of funds to pay for the funeral was either money left by the deceased person for the funeral or the 

deceased person’s estate, which however can take up to a year to be complete, thus potentially leaving the 

bereaved out of pocket until then (Figure 4.5). Other common sources of funds were contributions from 

family to the costs of the funeral and personal general savings. Six per cent (n=20) report that they went into 

debt to pay for the funeral, and another five per cent (n=17) reported that they had taken out a loan or other 

credit to cover funeral expenses.111 Notably, 34 respondents (10 per cent) had accessed financial support 

 
111  Respondents who selected both ‘I went into debt’ and ‘I took out a loan’: 4 (1 per cent).  
 Respondents who selected ‘I went into debt’ only: 16 (5 per cent). 
 Respondents who selected ‘I took out a loan’ only: 13 (4 per cent). 



Survey Results 

 47 - 

from the government to cover the funeral expenses, and 31 (9 per cent) state to have used support from a 

charity.112  

Figure 4.5:What funds did you, or your family, use for the funeral? 

 
Base: All respondents who have experienced a bereavement and were involved in organising the funeral in the last three years (346). 

Note: Respondents could select multiple responses. 

The pattern is broadly similar across sub-groups: the most common source of funding, for most sub-groups, 

was either money left by the deceased person specifically for his/her funeral or the deceased person’s estate 

(table referring to Figure 6.24 in the Appendix).  

Of the bereaved respondents (n=684), 68 respondents indicated that they had received government and/or 

charity support to pay for the funeral. Most (52 per cent; 35 respondents) received an Exceptional Needs 

Payment, followed by support from the Irish Red Cross Hardship Fund (38 per cent; 26 respondents) and 

the Widowed or Surviving Civil Partner Grant (33 per cent; 22 respondents).113  

For those bereaved who did not access government and/or charity support (n=616), the main reasons for 

not doing so were that they did not need support (31 per cent; 190 respondents), were unaware of what 

supports were available (26 per cent; 157 respondents), were ineligible for the support (15 per cent; 92 

respondents), or felt uncomfortable asking for financial help (15 per cent; 90 respondents). 

In particular, we also investigate the main reasons of the respondents who, having declared to having had 

some difficulties or to have struggled with the payment of the funeral, also stated not to have accessed any 

government and/or charitable support (n=148). Their responses are summarised in Table 4.2. 

 
112  Respondents who selected both ‘support from government’ and ‘support from charity’: 4 (1 per cent). 
 Respondents who selected ‘Support from government’ only: 30 (10 per cent). 
 Respondents who selected ‘Support from charity’ only: 27 (9 per cent). 
113  For further details on the characteristics of the respondents see Appendix, Section 6.5.2, Figure 6.27 and its table. 
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Table 4.2: Main reasons not to have accessed any government and/or charitable support notwithstanding  
having had difficulties paying the funeral 

Reasons Number of respondents Percentage over total 

We were not aware of any support 
being available 

57 39% 

We felt uncomfortable asking for 
financial help 

47 32% 

We were not eligible for support 26 18% 
We did not need any support 18 12% 
Other 6 4% 
Prefer not to say 8 5% 

Base: Respondents who reported that they had difficulties affording the funeral and who did not access government and/or charitable support (148). 

Note: Respondents could select multiple responses. 

 

Overall, 30 per cent of the bereaved population (205/684)  say they had at least some difficulties affording 

the funeral (Figure 6.25 in Appendix). Struggles are more likely among those aged 25-34 and those on lower 

household incomes. Nevertheless, it should be noted that 19 per cent (129/684) selects they prefer not to 

say.  

Investigating the bereaved population who also participated in the organisation of a funeral, as much as 44 

per cent (153/346) report to have experienced difficulties or to have struggled to pay for the funeral, and 

only 5 per cent (n=16) avoid responding to the question (Figure 4.6). 

Figure 4.6: Which of the following best describes your, or your family's, ability to afford the funeral?  

 

Base: All respondents who have experienced a bereavement and were involved in organising the funeral in the last three years (346).  

 

A total of 153 respondents (44 per cent of bereaved respondents who were also involved in organising the 

funeral in the last three years) indicated that they had difficulties affording the funeral. They were asked to 

select the reasons for this.  The two most common reasons selected were wanting to give a good send-off 

(33 per cent; 51 respondents) and underestimating the costs (29 per cent; 44 respondents) (Figure 4.7). 24 

per cent (n=37) said that they had received pressure from the rest of the family, while other reasons given 
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were that the selected option was already the least expensive (23 per cent; 35 respondents) and not being 

able to meet the deceased person’s requests for the funeral were cited (17 per cent; 26 respondents).  

 

Figure 4.7: Which of the following best describe the reasons why you had difficulties affording the funeral? 

 
Base: All respondents who were involved in organising the funeral and had some difficulties affording the funeral (153). 

Financial planning for funeral and associated costs 

A number of factors affect people’s ability to pay for funerals, as outlined in the literature review. Among 

these is lack of planning for funerals, which can leave families with costs they cannot cover. Research on 

attitudes to death and bereavement conducted in Ireland by the IHF shows that most Irish people do not 

have any plans in the event of a terminal illness or death.114 According to this study, the most common actions 

involve expressing personal view on organ donation, burial, cremation, making a will and having a list of people 

the be contacted in case of emergency. 

In our survey, all respondents (n=1,000) were asked questions about planning for their funeral. In contrast 

to the results of the IHF survey in 2014, finding that 57 per cent of Irish adults think that, as a community, 

they do not discuss death and dying enough, 60 per cent (n=611) of the respondents to our survey reported 

that they had discussed with someone what they would like to happen after they die. People who have been 

bereaved in the last three years were more likely to report this than the non-bereaved population, 66 per 

cent (451/684) and 52 per cent (160/310), respectively. 115  However, only 21 per cent (207/1,000) have 

recorded what they want to happen after they die. Again, people who have been bereaved in the last three 

years were considerably more likely to report this than the non-bereaved population, 24 per cent (167/684) 

and 12 per cent (38/310), respectively.116 Of those who have either discussed or recorded their plans for 

when they die (n=631), 73 per cent (n=460) reported that they have thought about the costs associated with 

a funeral.117 

 
114  The Irish Hospice Foundation (2014). Irish Attitudes to Death, Dying and Bereavement. Link. 
115  611 respondents out of the whole sample (1,000) say they have discussed with someone what they would like to 

happen after they die. 451 of these had experienced bereavement in the last three years (74 per cent). 
116   207 respondents out of the whole sample (1,000) say they have recorded what they want to happen after they die. 

167 of these had experienced bereavement in the last three years (81 per cent). 
117  460 out of the 631 respondents who have either discussed or recorded their plans for when they die (73 per cent). 
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Of all survey respondents (n=1,000), 268 or just over a quarter had made financial plans for their own funeral, 

and this is more common among the bereaved, those aged 25-34 and 55+, 30 per cent (205/684), 32 per 

cent (54/166) and 34 per cent (112/328), respectively (Figure 4.8). 

Figure 4.8: Have you made any financial plans for your own funeral? Totals and analysis by key subgroups 
(bereavement status, gender, age, household income) 

 

Base: All respondents (1,000). Male respondents (495), Female respondents (503), Other (2). 18-24 yo respondents (111), 25-34 yo respondents 

(166) 35-44 yo respondents (213), 45-54 yo respondents (182), 55+ yo respondents (328). Respondents with income lower than €20k (190), 

respondents with income between €20k and €39.9k (225) respondents with income between €40k and €59.9k (190), respondents with income 

between €60k and €99.9k (212), respondents with income between €100k and €149.9 (100) bereaved respondents with income higher than€150k 
(35), prefer not to answer (18). 

Among the 267 respondents who have made financial plans for their own funerals, the most common plans 

involved setting aside savings for their family and friends to use (52 per cent), and taking out life insurance 

covering the cost of the funeral (47 per cent). 

Availability of financial assistance  

As described in section 2.2.2, In Ireland, there is a range of social welfare payments offered by the government 

and charitable associations which could potentially be availed of for the purposes of contributing to funeral 

costs. Overall, the results of the survey suggest that Irish adults are most likely to be aware of Widow’s, 
Widower’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s Pensions (Contributory and Non-contributory) (469/1,000 and 346/1,000), St 

Vincent De Paul 415/1,000), and the Widowed or Surviving Civil Partner Grant (358/1,000) (Table 4.3: Thinking 

about financial support which may be available following a bereavement, which of the following kinds of 

financial support from either the government or charities are you aware of?).  

In particular, we analyse respondents’ awareness of the following categories of support: 

• Once-off payments available from the state; 

• Income/social welfare supports available from the state; 

• Payments available from charities or other non-governmental organisations. 

Among the Once-off payments available from the state, the Widowed or surviving civil partner grant and the 

Exceptional needs payment are almost equally known, with over a third of the whole 1,000 respondents sample 

aware of these supports, while slightly less awareness is shown by Irish adults towards the Funeral grant under 

the Occupational Injuries Benefit.  

  Yes No 
Don't 
know 

Prefer not 
to say 

Bereaved  205; 30%   447; 65%   22; 3%   9; 1%  

Non-bereaved  63; 20%   238; 77%   6; 2%   3; 1%  

Male  143; 29%   329; 66%   18; 4%   5; 1%  

Female  124; 25%   357; 71%   12; 2%   9; 2%  

18-24  20; 18%   81; 73%   9; 8%   2; 2%  

25-34  54; 32%   104; 62%   7; 4%   2; 1%  

35-44  42; 19%   161; 76%   8; 4%   2; 1%  

45-54  41; 23%   135; 74%   5; 3%   1; 1%  

55+  112; 34%   207; 63%   2; 1%   8; 2%  

<€20k  50; 26%   122; 64%   12; 6%   6; 3%  

€20-€39.9k  72; 28%   176; 69%   6; 2%   2; 1%  

€40-€59.9k  45; 24%   141; 74%   2; 1%   2; 1%  

€60-€99.9k  59; 28%   148; 70%   4; 2%   1; 0%  

€100-149.9k  33; 33%   63; 63%   3; 3%   1; 1%  

€150k+  7; 21%   26; 73%   2; 5%   -  

TOTAL  268; 27%   687; 69%   30; 3%   14; 1%  
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Looking into the Income/social welfare supports available from the state, the Widow's, widower's or surviving civil 

partner's (contributory) pension is by far the most known financial support , being also the kind of support of 

which our 1,000 Irish adults respondents are the most aware overall, with almost half of them being aware 

of this support. Although slightly less known, within this category, also the Widow's, widower's or surviving civil 

partner's (non-contributory) pension and the One-parent family payment are acknowledged by over a third of 

respondents. Notably, the Death payment under the Occupational Injuries scheme, which is the kind of financial 

support less recognised by our sample, is still known by almost one in five Irish adults. 

Analysing the Payments available from charities or other non-governmental organisations, we notice that over 41 

per cent of the respondents are aware of the St Vincent De Paul, while only much less are aware of the Irish 

Red Cross Hardship Fund (almost 19 per cent) and the Funds from the Kevin Bell Repatriation Trust (slightly over 

than 15 per cent). 

Table 4.3: Thinking about financial support which may be available following a bereavement, which of 
the following kinds of financial support from either the government or charities are you aware of? 

    
Number of 

respondents 
% of respondents aware of 

the financial support  

Once-off payments available from the State   

  Widowed or surviving civil partner grant 358 36% 

  Exceptional needs payment 344 34% 

  Funeral grant under the Occupational Injuries Benefit 214 21% 

Income/social welfare supports available from the State   

  
Widow's, widower's or surviving civil partner's 
(contributory) pension 

469 47% 

  
Widow's, widower's or surviving civil partner's (non-
contributory) pension 

346 35% 

  One-parent family payment 336 34% 

  Supplementary welfare allowance scheme 240 24% 

  Death payment under the Occupational Injuries scheme 175 18% 

Payments available from charities or other non-
governmental organisations 

  

  St Vincent De Paul 415 41% 

  Irish Red Cross Hardship Fund 188 19% 

  Funds from the Kevin Bell Repatriation Trust 153 15% 

  Rosabel's Room-to-heal fund 26 3% 

Other 4 0% 
Base: All respondents (1,000). 

Note: Respondents could select multiple responses. 

 

Analysing these results by key subgroups (bereavement status, gender, age, and household income), Widow’s, 
Widower’s or Surviving Civil Partners’ (Contributory) Pension is the financial support that most groups are aware 

of. The exceptions to this are younger adults aged between 18 and 24 (for whom St Vincent De Paul represents 

the form of support of which they are most aware – 49 per cent; 54/111) and lower income households 

(earning less than €20,000), for whom Exceptional Needs Payment is the form of support of which they are 

most aware (43 per cent; 81/194). For further details on this please refer to Figure 6.12 in the Appendix. 

Among those who are aware of each type of financial support the greatest levels of knowledge are in relation 

to the Irish Red Cross Hardship Fund (n=188). Indeed, around 25 per cent (47/188) of those who are aware of 

Irish Red Cross Hardship Fund claim to know “A great deal” about this financial support. The bereaved 

population are most likely to know a great deal about it, while those who have not experienced a 

bereavement know the most about the One Parent Family Payment, 27 per cent (37/136) versus 18 per cent 

(20/110), respectively. 
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Of the respondents who are aware of the specific type of supports available, around half say they would be 

likely to make use of the Widowed or Surviving Civil Partner Grant (171/358) or the Exceptional needs payment 

(164/344). Notably, between 18 and 41 per cent of the different groups declaring to be aware of each specific 

types of support also declare to not be at all likely to apply for them in the next 5 years. See Figure 4.9. Q 

How big is the group ‘who are aware of the type of support available?  

Figure 4.9: How likely would you be to apply for any of the above types of support if you suffered a 
bereavement in the next 5 years? 

Base: All aware of each financial support (variable base sizes shown in brackets on chart). 

Note: For each column, any difference between the sum of the percentage values for “very” and “quite” likely and the figure in the purple circle is 

due to rounding. 

 

The bereaved population are most likely to say they would use the Widowed or Surviving Civil Partner Grant, 

while those who have not experienced a bereavement say they are most likely to make use of the Exceptional 

Needs Payment, 52 per cent (126/242) and 44 per cent (46/104), respectively (Figure 6.14 in the Appendix 

and its table). 

Social and cultural norms 

Social pressure can lead people to spend more money than they have on funerals (see 2.2.2, “Social and 
cultural norms” section). To explore this and other attitudes further, all respondents (n=1,000) were 

presented with a set of attitudinal statements and asked to indicate the extent to which they agreed or 

disagreed.  Three-quarters of respondents either agreed or strongly agreed that there is a lot of pressure to 

provide a ‘decent’ funeral (Figure 4.10). The vast majority (85%) also either agreed or strongly agreed that 

no one should get into debt to pay for a funeral.  Virtually all sub-groups (across bereaved status, gender, 

age, and household income) are most likely to agree with the sentiment that no one should have to go into 

debt to pay for a funeral (for further details see Figure 6.20 and its table in Appendix). Despite this, over a 

quarter (28 per cent) of respondents agreed or strongly agreed that they would prefer to take out a private 

loan than to seek financial assistance from government or charity and almost 40 per cent agreed or strongly 

agreed that  it is a family’s responsibility to be able to withstand any financial hardship arising from a death. 

Around 62 per cent of respondents know people who have put in place plans to pay for their own funeral.  
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Figure 4.10: To what extent do you either agree or disagree with each of the following statements? 

 

Base: All respondents (1,000). 

Note: For each column, any difference between the sum of the percentage values for “strongly agree” and “agree” and the figure in the purple circle 
is due to rounding. 

4.4 Other financial impacts 

The loss of a relative may cause financial impacts that are not directly related to the costs of the funeral. 

These may include a reduction in income, and difficulties in meeting housing costs and repaying debts. 

According to the literature discussed in Section 2.3, these impacts are typically relevant to the loss of a 

spouse or partner.  

In this survey, people who had experienced bereavement in the last three years (n=684) were asked about 

such indirect financial impacts. Of these, 151 respondents or around 20 per cent of the bereaved population 

say they have experienced these types of financial impacts (Figure 4.11). Younger respondents (under 34 

years) are most likely to say they have felt these impacts (see Figure 6.31 in the Appendix). 
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Figure 4.11: Have you experienced any other type of financial impacts? Totals and analysis by key 
subgroups (gender, age, household income) 

 

Base: Bereaved respondents (684). Male bereaved respondents (353), Female bereaved respondents (329), Other (2). 18-24 yo bereaved respondents 

(77), 25-34 yo bereaved respondents (118) 35-44 yo bereaved respondents (139), 45-54 yo bereaved respondents (121), 55+ yo bereaved respondents 

(228). bereaved respondents with income lower than €20k (128), bereaved respondents with income between €20k and €39.9k (167) bereaved 

respondents with income between €40k and €59.9k (134), bereaved respondents with income between €60k and €99.9k (159), bereaved respondents 

with income between €100k and €149.9 (62) bereaved respondents with income higher than€150k (23), prefer not to answer (11). 

To investigate this further, respondents who experienced other financial impacts (n=151) were asked to 

identify from a list the ways in which they had been financially impacted. The most common ways were 

struggling to afford everyday expenditures, struggling to pay debts, finding themselves in long term debt, 

struggling to care for themselves and having to take unpaid leave from work (Figure 4.12 and Figure 4.13). 

Hence, the survey confirms the findings of the literature review that the death of a relative or friend may 

prompt both short and long-term indirect financial impacts.118 

 
118  Corden A., Hirst M., Nice K. (2008). Financial Implications of Death of a Partner. Link. 

  Yes No Don't know 
Prefer not 

to say 

Male  87; 25%   238; 67%   16; 5%   12; 3%  

Female  64; 19%   232; 70%   23; 7%   11; 3%  

18-24  25; 33%   38; 49%   8; 10%   6; 7%  

25-34  48; 41%   59; 50%   9; 8%   2; 2%  

35-44  39; 28%   86; 61%   10; 7%   5; 4%  

45-54  26; 21%   83; 69%   8; 6%   5; 4%  

55+  13; 6%   205; 90%   5; 2%   5; 2%  

<€20k  37; 29%   74; 58%   12; 9%   4; 3%  

€20-€39.9k  32; 19%   122; 73%   8; 5%   6; 3%  

€40-€59.9k  24; 18%   99; 74%   5; 3%   6; 4%  

€60-€99.9k  37; 23%   105; 66%   11; 7%   6; 4%  

€100-149.9k  15; 25%   41; 67%   4; 7%   1; 2%  

€150k+  4; 17%   19; 83%   -   -  

TOTAL  151; 22%   471; 69%   40; 6%   22; 3%  

 

https://www.york.ac.uk/inst/spru/research/pdf/Bereavement.pdf
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Figure 4.12: In which of the following ways were you financially affected 

 

Base: All respondents who have experienced other types of financial impact (151). 

Note: Respondents could select multiple responses. 

Figure 4.13: Have you experienced any other financially related impacts? 

 

Base: All respondents who have experienced other types of financial impact (151). 

Note: Respondents could select multiple responses. 

4.5 Employment impacts 

Section 2.4 identifies work as another key aspect of people’s lives that can be affected by bereavement and 

that bereavement impacts differently on the working situations of men and women. A large proportion of 

men left their paid work after the death of their partner, while the proportion of women employed in paid 

work only slightly declined after the death of their partner, 5 per cent (12/249) and 2 per cent (5/216), 

respectively (this may reflect a lower proportion of women in employment at the time of bereavement).119 

 
119  Corden A., Hirst M., Nice K. (2008). Financial Implications of Death of a Partner. Link. 
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This section presents the results of the survey concerning the impacts of bereavement on the employment 

of respondents’ who have experienced a bereavement in the last three years (n=684). At the time of their 

loss, around 68 per cent of the bereaved population were working (n=466). Men were slightly more likely 

than women to be employed, with 70 per cent of male respondents (249/353) being employed at the time of 

their loss, compared to 66 per cent for women (216/329). 

Interestingly, of those who were working at the time of their loss (n=466), more than half made some change 

to their working arrangements following the bereavement (Figure 4.14), which include taking paid leave (27 

per cent; 128 respondents), unpaid leave (11 per cent; 52 respondents) or a combination of both (7 per cent; 

33 respondents). A small share either reduced their working hours (6 per cent; 29 respondents), or left their 

job completely (4 per cent; 17 respondents). 41 per cent of the respondents who were working at the time 

of their loss did not modify their working arrangement (192/466).  

Figure 4.14: Did you stop working following the bereavement? 

 

Base:  All respondents who were working at the time of their loss (466). 

Note: Any difference between the sum of the percentage values and the figure in the purple circle is due to rounding. 

 

In comparison to other household types, a higher proportion of single parents with children made changes 

to their working arrangements after their loss. This could reflect the amount of time that of a single parent 

needs to spend with his/her children to help them to cope with the loss of a relative, or the increase in the 

time required for the child care due to the loss of the other parent. With respect to household income, 

change to working arrangements was highest among those with the lowest income (<20k per annum) and a 

greater proportion took unpaid leave when compared with other income groups. This, instead, could be due 

to less flexible working arrangements, or a more limited amount of paid leave days granted to the lower 

income categories. The differences between man and women are not as marked ( 
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Table 4.4: Did you stop working following the bereavement? 

  Gender Household type 

 Total 

(n=466) 
M (n=249) F (n=216) 

Live alone 

(n=74) 

Live with 

others 

(n=61) 

Couple, no 

children 

(n=91) 

Single 

parent, with 

children 

(n=33) 

Couple 

with 

children 

(n=206) 

Yes, I was on 

paid leave 
 128; 27%   74; 30%   54; 25%   22; 29%   15; 24%   23; 25%   10; 31%   59; 29%  

Yes, I was on 

unpaid leave 
 52; 11%   27; 11%   25; 12%   13; 18%   5; 8%   8; 8%   10; 31%   17; 8%  

Yes, on a 

combination of 

paid and unpaid 

leave 

 33; 7%   19; 8%   14; 6%   3; 4%   7; 11%   11; 12%   -   13; 6%  

Yes, I left my 

job completely 
 17; 4%   12; 5%   5; 2%   2; 3%   3; 4%   2; 2%   -   10; 5%  

No, but I 

reduced my 

hours 

 29; 6%   10; 4%   18; 8%   6; 8%   7; 12%   2; 2%   3; 9%   11; 5%  

No, there was 

no change to 

my working 

arrangements 

 192; 41%   99; 40%   93; 43%   25; 34%   21; 34%   43; 47%   10; 29%   92; 45%  

Prefer not to say  15; 3%   7; 3%   8; 4%   3; 4%   4; 6%   3; 3%   -   5; 2%  

NET: ANY 

CHANGE TO 

WORKING 

ARRANGEMENT

S 

 259; 56%   142; 57%   116; 54%   46; 61%   36; 59%   45; 50%   23; 71%   109; 53%  

  Household income 

 Total 

(n=466) 

 €20k 
(n=57) 

€20-

€39.9k 
(n=108) 

€40-

€59.9k 
(n=97) 

€60-

€99.9k 
(n=127) 

€100-

€149.9k 
(n=48) 

€150k  
(n=23) 

Yes, I was on paid leave  128; 27%   10; 17%   30; 28%   21; 21%   41; 32%   16; 34%   10; 43%  

Yes, I was on unpaid leave  52; 11%   14; 25%   13; 12%   12; 13%   7; 6%   6; 12%   -  

Yes, on a combination of 

paid and unpaid leave 
 33; 7%   6; 10%   5; 4%   10; 10%   9; 7%   1; 2%   2; 8%  
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Base:  All respondents who were working at the time of their loss (466).  

Note: Any difference between the sum of the percentage values is due to rounding 

 

Among those who had changed their working arrangements (n=259), time to grieve, and emotional/mental 

health are the chief reasons why they did so. The differences between men and women are minimal, with the 

exception of Physical conditions, mentioned as a reason by 16 per cent of men (23/141) and only 6 per cent of 

women (7/116), and Other reasons, selected by 9 per cent of women (11/116) and only 3 per cent of men 

(4/141) (Figure 4.15). 

Figure 4.15: Why did you decide to take leave from employment? Totals and analysis by gender 

 

Base: All respondents who changed their working arrangements (259). All male respondents who changed their working arrangements (141). All 

female respondents who changed their working arrangements (116). 

Note: Respondents could select multiple responses. 

  Male Female 

I needed time to 
grieve 

 58; 41%   52; 45%  

Emotional/mental 
health reasons 

 52; 36%   41; 36%  

Other caring 
responsibilities 

 25; 18%   21; 18%  

Physical 
conditions 

 23; 16%   7; 6%  

Childcare 
obigations 

 15; 11%   13; 11%  

Other  4; 3%   11; 9%  

Prefer not to say  6; 4%   6; 5%  

 

Yes, I left my job completely  17; 4%   1; 2%   2; 2%   4; 4%   8; 6%   2; 4%   -  

No, but I reduced my hours  29; 6%   7; 12%   7; 6%   8; 8%   5; 4%   1; 3%   -  

No, there was no change to 

my working arrangements 
 192; 41%   14; 25%   49; 45%   39; 40%   55; 43%   20; 41%   11; 48%  

Prefer not to say  15; 3%   4; 8%   3; 3%   5; 5%   1; 1%   2; 5%   -  

NET: ANY CHANGE TO 

WORKING 

ARRANGEMENTS 

 259; 56%   38; 67%   57; 52%   53; 55%   71; 56%   26; 55%   12; 52%  
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Interestingly, although 60 per cent (162/259) of those who changed their working arrangements returned to 

usual within three months, 32 per cent (83/259) say the change was longer lasting (Figure 4.16).  There are 

not relevant differences between men and women in terms of those (the vast majority) for whom the change 

in working arrangements lasts less than nine months.  

Figure 4.16: How long did the change last for after the bereavement? Totals and analysis by gender 

 

Base: All respondents who changed their working arrangements (259). All male respondents who changed their working arrangements (141). All 

female respondents who changed their working arrangements (116). 

Of those who returned to work (n=251), more than half (56 per cent; 140 respondents) reported some kind 

of negative impact after returning to work. There was a marked difference between men and women; 63 per 

cent of men (88/139) experience a negative impact compared with 47 per cent of women (51/110). Lack of 

motivation was the most commonly cited negative impact, especially by men (Figure 4.17). 

  Male Female 

Less than a month  57; 40%   50; 43%  

More than one month, but 
less than three months 

 31; 22%   23; 20%  

More than three months, 
but less than six months 

 15; 11%   14; 12%  

More than six months, but 
less than nine months 

 10; 7%   8; 7%  

More than nine months, but 
less than twelve months 

 8; 6%   2; 1%  

More than a year  7; 5%   3; 2%  

It is ongoing  5; 4%   9; 8%  

Other (specify)  3; 2%   2; 2%  

Prefer not to say  5; 3%   5; 4%  
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Figure 4.17: When you got back to work, did you experience any negative changes in your workplace? 

  

Base: All respondents who have returned to work (251). All male respondents who changed their working arrangements (139). All female respondents 

who changed their working arrangements (110). 

Note: Any difference between the sum of the percentage values is due to rounding 

 

 

After the return to work, 27 per cent of returnees  (67/251) say their income increased, and 12 per cent 

(31/251) that their income fell. These figures differ for men and women, with males claiming an increase in 

their income in 35 per cent (49/139) of cases against 15 per cent (17/110) for females, and women saying 

their income decreased following the bereavement in 15 per cent of the cases (17/110) against a 10 per cent 

for men (14/139) (Figure 4.18). 

Figure 4.18: Did your income from your job vary after your return to work? 

 

Base: All respondents who have returned to work (251). All male respondents who changed their working arrangements (139). All female respondents 

who changed their working arrangements (110). 

4.6 Health impacts 

As identified in Section 2.5, stress and grief caused by the loss of a relative or friend may also impact the 

mental and physical health of the bereaved person, and which, in turn, may lead to further financial hardship 

(e.g. through foregone earnings, or additional expenditure on healthcare). There are also economic 

implications at a societal level. 

  Male Female 

Yes, I felt unmotivated  62; 45%   27; 25%  

Yes, I felt unsupported 
by the company 

 25; 18%   23; 21%  

Yes, for other reasons  -   1; 1%  

No  49; 35%   55; 50%  

Prefer not to say  3; 2%   4; 3%  

 

  Male Female 

Yes - it increased  49; 35%   17; 15%  

Yes - it decreased  14; 10%   17; 15%  

No  76; 54%   74; 68%  

Prefer not to say  2; 1%   2; 2%  
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In our survey, people who had experience bereavement in the last three years (n=684) were asked about 

health impacts as a result of bereavement. Over half of respondents reported that they did not experience 

any adverse health impacts (57 per cent; 387 respondents), whereas 37 per cent (256 respondents) did 

experience some kind of health impact (Table 4.5). A higher proportion of younger people aged between 18 

and 24 experienced health impacts following a bereavement than in any other age group, with 34 per cent 

(26/77) reporting mental health issues and 32 per cent (24/77) reporting social isolation, each of which was 

higher than reported by people in any other age group.  

Table 4.5: Have you experienced any of the following health impacts following your bereavement? Totals 
and analysis by age 

 
Yes - mental 
health issues 

Yes - social 
isolation 

Yes - 
physical 
illness 

No 
Don't 
know 

Prefer not 
to say 

NET: ANY 
HEALTH 
IMPACTS 

18-24  (n=77)  26; 34%   24; 32%   13; 17%   22; 29%   3; 4%   6; 7%   46; 60%  

25-34 (n=118)  31; 26%   17; 15%   24; 20%   56; 47%   1; 1%   5; 4%   56; 48%  

35-44 (n=139)  40; 29%   23; 16%   17; 13%   67; 48%   5; 4%   5; 4%   62; 45%  

45-54 (n=121)  27; 22%   18; 15%   10; 8%   72; 59%   5; 4%   3; 2%   42; 34%  

55+ (n=228)  32; 14%   26; 12%   7; 3%   171; 75%   5; 2%   3; 1%   49; 22%  

ALL Age 
Groups 
(n=684) 

 155; 23%   109; 16%   71; 10%   387; 57%   18; 3%   22; 3%   256; 37%  

Base:  All respondents who have experienced a bereavement in the last three years (684). 

Note: Respondents could select multiple responses. The only responses selected simultaneously are the positive ones. Indeed, total results for all the 

columns but the last overcomes 100 , while the responses of the columns from “No” to “NET: ANY HEALTH IMPACTS” do sum to 100. This last 

column represents the actual share of respondents who have claimed to have any sort of health impact (considering that a single individual may have 

experienced multiple of these). 

Of the 256 respondents who had experienced health impacts, around 66 per cent required some form of 

treatment (n=170), with prescriptions and GP visits being most commonly cited (Table 4.6). Younger people 

(under 34) stand out as the most likely group to require any form of treatment. 

 

Table 4.6: Did you require any treatment? Totals and analysis by age 

 
Prescription 
of medicine 

GP visits 

Other 
forms of 

professio-
nal help 

Hospital-
isation 

Other 
type of 
medical 
visits 

Other 
No 

treatment 
required 

Prefer 
not to 

say 

NET: ANY 
TREATME

NT 

18-24 
(n=46) 

 10; 22%   9; 20%   15; 33%   7; 14%   5; 10%   -   10; 21%   1; 2%   36; 77%  

25-34 
(n=56) 

 24; 43%   11; 19%   10; 18%   9; 15%   4; 7%   -   10; 18%   1; 2%   45; 80%  

35-44 
(n=62) 

 21; 34%   14; 23%   12; 20%   9; 15%   6; 10%   -   21; 33%   -   41; 67%  

45-54 
(n=42) 

 13; 30%   17; 41%   7; 16%   3; 7%   1; 2%   -   16; 39%   3; 7%   23; 54%  

55+ 
(n=49) 

 8; 16%   18; 37%   9; 19%   2; 4%   2; 4%   1; 2%   23; 48%   1; 2%   24; 48%  

ALL Age 
Groups 
(n=256) 

 76; 30%   70; 27%   54; 21%   29; 11%   18; 7%   1; 0%   80; 31%   6; 2%   169; 66%  

Base:  All respondents who have experienced health impacts (256). 

Note: Respondents could select multiple responses. The responses selected simultaneously are the positive ones. Indeed, total results for all the 

columns but the last overcomes 100%, while the responses of the columns from “No treatment required” to “NET: ANY HEALTH IMPACTS” do 
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sum to 100. This last column represents the actual share of respondents who have claimed to have any sort of health impact (considering that a single 

individual may have experienced multiple of these). 

Of those who experienced health impacts (n=256), around half (48 per cent; 124 respondents) had to pay 

for their treatments (Figure 6.43 in Appendix).   

Just under 60 per cent of those who have experienced health impacts say that those issues have had a financial 

impact upon their life. Again, young people (under 34) stand out as by far the most likely group to have been 

affected financially (Table 4.7). 

Table 4.7: Have these health issues had a financial impact on your life? 

 

Yes, my 
ability to 
work has 

been 
reduced 

Yes, I have had 
to take out 

credit / dip into 
savings to pay 
for treatment 

Yes, my 
academic 
studies 

have been 
interrupted 

Yes, I have 
needed 

additional 
career 

support 

No 
Prefer 
not to 

say 

NET: ANY 
FINANCIAL 

IMPACT 

18-24 (n=46)  14; 30%   12; 26%   14; 31%   8; 18%   9; 19%   -   38; 81%  

25-34 (n=56)  17; 30%   15; 27%   12; 21%   14; 24%   13; 23%   1; 2%   43; 75%  

35-44 (n=62)  20; 31%   13; 21%   7; 12%   8; 13%   27; 44%   -   35; 57%  

45-54 (n=42)  8; 18%   7; 16%   2; 4%   3; 7%   24; 57%   1; 2%   17; 40%  

55+ (n=49)  6; 13%   8; 16%   3; 6%   4; 8%   33; 67%   2; 4%   14; 29%  

TOTAL (n=256)  64; 25%   55; 21%   39; 15%   37; 14%   106; 41%   4; 1%   147; 57%  

Base:  All respondents who have experienced health impacts (256). 

Note: Respondents could select multiple responses. The only responses selected simultaneously are the positive ones. Indeed, total results for all the 

columns but the last overcomes 100 , while the responses of the columns from “No” to “NET: ANY HEALTH IMPACTS” do sum to 100. This last 
column represents the actual share of respondents who have claimed to have any sort of health impact (considering that a single individual may have 

experienced multiple of these). 

4.7 Potential impacts of bereavement among the non-bereaved population 

The presentation of the survey results concludes with the results an investigation of the potential impacts of 

bereavement among the non-bereaved population. 

Of respondents who had not experienced bereavement in the last three years (n=310), about one half  

(n=152) say they rely financially on at least one other person. This is highest among younger adults: 72 per 

cent of non-bereaved 18-24 year-olds rely on another person (23/31) (Figure 6.45 in the Appendix and its 

table). Figure 4.19 shows the prevalence of the relationship between the respondent and the person on 

whom they rely financially. In 29 per cent (89/310) of cases this person is the spouse, and in another 11 per 

cent (33/310) it is the partner. This shows how relevant the financial support from intimate relationships may 

be. Moreover, the results show that males and females tend to rely on the same categories of people, with 

the exception of being reliant on one’s own parents, which seems to be more likely for men (14 per cent; 

19/139) than for women (7 per cent; 12/171) (Figure 6.45 in Appendix). 
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Figure 4.19: Do you rely on any of these people financially, either completely or partially? 

 

Base: Non- bereaved respondents (310). 

Note: Respondents could select multiple responses. 

Of those who are financially reliant on another person (n=152), 60 per cent (n=90) say they would experience 

negative financial impacts if that person(s) were to die. (Table 4.8).  A higher proportion of men responded 

affirmatively than women. 

Table 4.8: If this person / these people were to die, besides the emotional pain of bereavement, would 
you experience any negative financial impacts? 

 Yes No 

Male (n = 66)  42; 64%   14; 21%  

Female (n = 86)  48; 56%   22; 26%  

TOTAL (n = 152)  91; 60%   36; 24%  

Base: All respondents who have not experienced a bereavement in the last three years and are financially reliant on someone else (152). 

Note: 15% of males and 18  of females responded ‘prefer not to say’ or ‘don’t know’ to this question. 

 

Of those who say the financial impact would be negative (n=90), around half (51 per cent; 45 respondents) 

say they would struggle to afford everyday expenditures. A similar proportion indicated that they would 

struggle with the cost of the funeral (45 per cent; 40 respondents) (Figure 4.20 and Figure 4.21), indicating 

that the expected financial impacts of bereavement may endure over both a short and longer term after the 

potential loss. However, it is important to highlight that the number of respondents, who have not 

experienced a bereavement in the last three years, and who say they would be negatively affected if someone 

they are financially reliant on were to die, is small. Hence, the results below should be interpreted with care.  

89; 29 

33; 11 31; 10 
12; 4 9; 3 5; 2 3; 1 4; 1 2; 1 
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0 
10 
20 
30 
40 
50 
60 
70 
80 
90 
100 
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49  ; 152/310
Rely on at least one other 
person financially
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Figure 4.20: In which of the following ways, if any, do you think you would be financially affected if that 
person / these people were to die? 

 

Base: All respondents who have not experienced a bereavement in the last three years and who say they would be negatively affected if someone 

they are financially reliant on were to die (90). 

Note: Respondents could select multiple responses. 

Figure 4.21: In which of the following ways, if any, do you think you would be financially affected if that 
person were to die? 

 

Base: All respondents who have not experienced a bereavement in the last three years and who say they would be negatively affected if someone 

they are financially reliant on were to die (90). 

Note: Respondents could select multiple responses. 

Of the small number of adults who say they would struggle financially if a person they rely on were to die 

(n=90), just under half (46 per cent; 42 respondents) say they have made plans to address the potential 

impacts (Figure 4.22). Among the most commonly made plans were making extra savings (25 per cent; 21/90 

respondents), investigating affordable sources of credit (12 per cent; 11/90 respondents), and revising the 

current mortgages to be more affordable (11 per cent; 10/90 respondents).  In a context in which multiple 

responses are permitted, most of the respondents who have not made plans despite responding that they 

would struggle financially if a person they rely on were to die said they would not know where to start with 

these plans, while more claim it is difficult to think about that person dying. 
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Figure 4.22: Have you made any plans to address any of these potential impacts? If not, why is that? 

 

Base: All respondents who say they would struggle financially in some way if a person they rely on were to die (90). 

Base: All respondents who have not made any plans (46). 

Note: Respondents could select multiple responses. 

 

4.8  Summary of key findings 

The results of the survey cast some light on what the consequences of bereavement on the Irish population 

are. More in particular, the survey offers some useful insights on the financial impacts, both direct and indirect, 

the employment impacts, the health impacts, and the consequences among the non-bereaved population 

stemming from potential bereavement. 

First, the survey identifies the direct financial impacts that are linked to the arrangement of a funeral. The 

findings clearly emphasise how the main driver of the direct financial impacts of bereavement is the cost of 

the funeral, which can lead also to funeral poverty and hardships for those who arrange for the ceremony. 

The main findings are: 

• The expected and actual costs did not differ dramatically, with some regional exceptions. Around 36 

per cent of the total bereaved population (247/684) say the funeral cost more than €5,000, leading 

to an overall average of around €5,400. Looking at those who not only had been bereaved, but had 

also organised a funeral in the last three years, 52 per cent (180/346) say the funeral cost more than 

€5,000, leading to an overall average across this population of just below €5,500. 

• There is a limited knowledge about the costs related to a funeral. Overall, the knowledge about the 

costs of arranging a funeral is low. Just over 20 per cent of all respondents (217/1000) indicated that 

they have good knowledge about the costs of arranging a funeral. The knowledge about the cost 

slightly improves among the bereaved population and those who were involved in the organisation 

of a funeral, remaining nonetheless low. Indeed, only 38 per cent (141/367) of the respondents who 

had been involved in organising a funeral indicated that they had a good knowledge of the costs 

organising a funeral, while only 26 per cent (176/684) of the bereaved respondents declared to have 

good knowledge. This suggests that people with experience of organising a funeral and people with 

experience of bereavement, do not necessarily have a good knowledge of the costs of a funeral. 

• Looking at the funds used for the funeral, the bereaved population who had also organised a funeral 

(n=346),  identified the money left by the deceased person for the funeral, the deceased person’s 
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estate, and the contributions from family as the most common sources of funds. Only 34 respondents 

(10 per cent) indicated that they had received support from the government to pay for the funeral, 

and 31 (9 per cent) from a charity. Finally, six per cent (20/346) report that they went into debt to 

pay for the funeral, and another five per cent (17/346) reported that they had taken out a loan or 

other credit, suggesting that there could more beneficiaries of government and charity support. 

However, unawareness and ineligibility are two of the most common reasons for not using 

government and charity support. 

• Overall, 44 per cent of the bereaved population who had also organised a funeral (153/346) say they 

had at least some difficulties affording the funeral. Social norms (“wanting to give a good send-off”) 
and lack of knowledge about the costs (“underestimation of the costs”) are the main common drivers 
of the difficulties affording the funeral. Moreover, around 75 per cent of the 1,000 (753/1000) 

respondents agree that there is a lot of pressure to provide a ‘decent’ funeral, thus suggesting how 

the cultural and social aspects can deeply impact the decisions regarding the organisation of a funeral. 

• Talks about funeral arrangements is common among the respondents. 60 per cent of the survey 

respondents (611/1000) report that they had discussed with someone what they would like to 

happen after they die, with bereaved people seemingly more likely to have had this kind of discussions. 

However, actual plans on what they want to happen after they die have been recorded by only 21 

per cent (207/1,000) of the respondents. Just over a quarter of all survey respondents (268/1,000) 

had made financial plans for their own funeral. This suggests that there have been some initial steps 

towards the sensibilisation of the matter, but there is still more to be done to raise awareness 

regarding the financial hardships linked to funeral expenses. 

• Knowledge of financial assistance varied across the three main categories. Among the Once-off 

payments available from the state, over a third of the 1,000 respondents are aware of the Widowed 

or surviving civil partner grant (n=358) and the Exceptional Needs Payment (n=344). Among the 

Income/social welfare supports available from the state, almost half of the 1,000 respondents are 

aware of the Widow's, widower's or surviving civil partner's (contributory) pension (n=469). 

Payments available from charities or other non-governmental organisations are known in the form 

of the St Vincent De Paul fund by over 41 per cent of the 1,000 respondents (n=415). 

The survey then explores the other financial impacts that are not directly related to the funeral expenses. 

Overall, 20 per cent of the bereaved respondents (155/684) experienced this type of impacts, identifying the 

struggle to afford the everyday expenditures, the struggle to pay debts, the long term debt, struggling to care 

for themselves and having to take unpaid leave from work as the most common financial impacts. 

Employment and work arrangements can be highly impacted by bereavement as well. Indeed, more than half 

of those who were working at the time of their loss (259/466) made some change to their working 

arrangements following the bereavement, taking paid or unpaid leave, or changing their working hours. Time 

to grieve, and emotional/mental health represent the main reasons behind these changes. Bereavement has 

also some impacts on respondents that went back to work. Indeed, more than half of those who returned 

to work (n=251), report some kind of negative impact, such as lack of motivation or lack of support from 

colleagues. This may suggest the need to improve the bereavement support on the workplace. 

As a third main theme, the survey investigates the effects on the health conditions of the bereaved 

respondents. More than a third (256/684) of the bereaved respondents report having experienced some kind 

of health impact. Interesting differences can be found when observing the ages of the respondents. Indeed, 

health impacts are reported by a higher proportion of younger respondents (18-24) than any other age group, 

and mental health and social isolation were identified as the main drivers. Health impacts are likely to be 

followed by some kind of medical treatment. 66 per cent of those who experienced health impact (170/256) 

required some form of treatment, with younger respondents (34 or younger) being the most likely group to 

require such treatments. 
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Finally, the survey analyses the potential impacts of bereavement among the non-bereaved respondents (309) 

considering how the non-bereaved population may be affected by bereavement. More in particular, the survey 

points out what are the potential financial impacts of bereavement among the non-bereaved respondents. 

The findings suggest that half of the non-bereaved respondents (152) rely financially on at least another 

person, and 60 per cent of them (92/152) say they would experience negative financial impacts if that 

person(s) were to die. Everyday expenditures and funeral costs are identified as the main concerns, and the 

respondents also expect these impacts to last over both short and long terms. However, the number of 

respondents involved in these questions does not constitute a representative sample of the Irish non-

bereaved population. Hence, conclusions on potential impacts of bereavement on the non-bereaved 

population may be taken with care. 
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5 Recommendations  

5.1 Policy implications 

This study suggests that the economic costs of bereavement can be material, and that there are problems 

with ‘funeral poverty’ in Ireland.  Whether and how these problems should be addressed in many cases would 
require further analysis.  The main recommendation from this study would be for the policy makers to 

support further research in the area.   Section 5.2 sets out some recommendations for future research that 

would be useful. 

To tackle the problems of funeral poverty, policy makers should look at ways to improve access to welfare 

payments already in place.    A key concern is that too many people are not aware of the payments that are 

available to assist the bereaved.   Ongoing efforts should be made to ensure that available benefits are 

publicised such that those that would qualify for the payments actually know how to apply for such funds.   

Such information campaigns should make sure people are aware of what is available and also have accurate 

information about whether they are eligible for such assistance and what they have to do to receive the funds.  

There may also be merit is efforts to remove any stigma people associate with receiving such assistance.   

A further policy option might be to try to address the social pressure people feel to spend more on a funeral 

than might be considered affordable given their circumstances.  However, this is an example of a policy where 

the evidence gathered in this study is insufficient to endorse such a policy.  Such a policy would have to be 

developed in a way that was culturally sensitive. 

Similarly, there is currently insufficient evidence to recommend a policy of statutory paid leave for bereaved 

people in work or financial assistance for bereaved people needing medical treatment.  Such policies would 

have costs as well as benefits, and the details would matter.  For example, who would qualify for statutory 

paid leave?  How many days could a person claim in a given period?   What treatments would warrant financial 

assistance for the bereaved, and why should such treatments not be freely available to others?    

5.2 Recommendations for further research 

In this section we set out recommendations for further research which could be undertaken by the IHF or 

other research organisations in Ireland. We begin by summarising the main research gaps in Ireland.  

As evident from the literature review, there is a dearth of information readily available about the economic 

impacts of bereavement in Ireland. The key research gaps include: 

• Data on the costs of funerals and funeral poverty (i.e. the extent to which people fall into debt or other 

financial difficulty as a result of paying for a funeral). There are some data on the costs of funerals and 

burials but it is not extensive across the country. For example: 

▪ The report for MABS of the Irish Traveller community provides the most comprehensive source of 

information in Ireland regarding funeral costs, the ability of families to pay for funerals and underlying 

drivers, and the economic impacts of funeral costs and bereavement more widely. This is limited to 

the Traveller community.  

▪ The report by Senator Marie Louise O’Donnell (2017) includes some estimates of funeral / burial 

costs in the Greater Dublin area.  

• Data on people’s attitudes to bereavement, funeral costs, state and other financial support. Some 
research undertaken by the IHF into the impacts of bereavement, shows that 20 per cent bereaved 
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respondents described their financial situation as “having deteriorated” since their most recent 

bereavement; IHF research also indicates the proportion of people who have thought about or planned 

funeral expenses. Besides this however there is nothing formal on attitudes.  

• Information on other economic impacts of bereavement, for example on health and health expenditure; 

employment and working patterns; indirect financial impacts e.g. on debt and household expenditure; and 

impacts on particular groups of people such as parents, siblings, children and ‘new nationals’.  The survey 

reinforces the idea that a sizeable share of the bereaved experience either a change in working patterns 

and health impacts, or both, suggesting these topics may benefit from further analysis. 

Therefore, there is clear scope for further research either in collecting new data and information, or using 

existing data to answer research questions about the economic impacts of bereavement.  

We note that more detailed suggestions on how quantitative research could be undertaken are made in the 

preceding chapter – for example outlining the datasets which could be used and the research questions which 

could be asked. We do not repeat that detail here.  

5.2.1 The scope of funeral poverty and economic hardship resulting from bereavement 

Research into the scale and scope of funeral poverty and/or wider economic hardship resulting from 

bereavement would be a very valuable area of further research. To be of most value such research would 

need to be on a relatively large scale in order to cover a large proportion of the population.  

Costs of funerals  

Such research could be potentially fairly simple, for example using a larger omnibus survey of the population 

which asks questions on: 

• What people have spent on funerals, possibly broken down into different elements.  

• Information about their average income levels to contextualise such spending.  

• How they paid for the funerals.   

• Whether they could afford the expense or experienced consequences such as going into debt or forgoing 

other essential expenditure.  

• Factors affecting the choice of funeral expenditure e.g. the desire to have a burial rather than a cremation.  

For example, the research conducted by Royal London every four years in its funeral index reports could be 

a good model, although a simpler survey could potentially be carried out more often if that were necessary.  

Variations across the country  

The above exercise could also gather information about how funeral costs vary across regions of Ireland and 

across urban / rural areas. This could be broken down by element of the funeral – for example as shown in 

the literature review burial plots in city areas are likely to be more expensive than in rural areas.  

The research could also explore other factors likely to drive differences in funeral costs. These could include 

personal preferences but also the availability of support – for example, a mapping exercise could be 

undertaken to assess whether there is a link between the amount of state support an individual received (e.g. 

the Exceptional Needs Payment) and the amounts paid for the funeral.  

Available support  

Results in particular on the costs of funerals could also then be compared to the various social support grants 

available, for example the ENP or bespoke financial assistance offered by charities.  This could enable 

researchers to assess the extent to which such payments are likely to cover the costs of funerals, and the 

likely shortfall households would continue to face. 
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As described in the Database Scoping chapter, the Exceptional Needs Payment data could also be used to 

estimate a lower bound of funeral poverty in Ireland, by assuming that those eligible for an ENP for a funeral 

are in/would otherwise be in funeral poverty. This has the value that the ENP data is disaggregated across 

counties.   

The survey results reported in chapter 4 reveals how only a small part of the respondents used some kind 

of support to cover the funeral costs. This may be linked to two reasons. First, the support granted may be 

inadequate to cover the whole cost of the funeral, given that most of the respondent adapted the funerals to 

the social norm of “providing a good send-off” to the deceased person potentially steering away from most 
affordable solutions. Second, the inadequate information publicly available on the financial supports, as 

highlighted by the fact that less than 50 per cent of the respondent know at least one of the supports available 

and that more than 20 per cent of the respondents do not know any of the supports listed. 

However, the survey shows how there may be other factors influencing the use of these supports. Indeed, 

less than 50 per cent of the respondents claim that they are very likely or quite likely to apply for these grants 

in case of bereavement in the next 5 years, with an additional 10 to 19 per cent not sure about what they 

would do (Figure 4.9). This suggests that there are potential social and cultural reasons that keep the Irish 

from applying for one of these grants. 

Another aspect that stems from the survey in Chapter 4 is the accessibility of these forms of support. Only 

10 per cent of the respondents used these supports, while another 6 per cent went into debt or took a loan 

or other forms of credit. This suggests that a further area of investigation may look at the accessibility of 

these supports: how easy are they to obtain them and why do people use alternative solutions, such as debts 

or loans? 

All these considerations may point out a possible policy action: increase of publicly available information on 

the grants available and how to apply for them, thus leading to an increase of the outreach of these supports. 

However, further research with a focus on these supports may be helpful in discovering the reasons of why 

Irish people are not likely to apply for these grants and prefer to take out a loan, as reported by 28 per cent 

of the respondent in Figure 4.10. 

Drivers of funeral poverty  

Evidence on the drivers of funeral poverty and other economic hardship could also be obtained from new 

research. Understanding why people incur high funeral expenses they cannot afford would be very beneficial 

for developing policy responses, such as encouraging people to think about and plan for funerals, addressing 

social stigma on the levels spending for funerals, and arranging for different forms of support. 

This is partially captured by the survey reported in Chapter 4. Around 30 per cent of the respondents claim 

to had difficulties or struggled to affor the funeral (Figure 4.6). In the follow up question, the respondents say 

that the willingness of providing a good send-off was the main reason of their struggle, together with 

underestimation of the costs (Figure 4.7). However, another 22 per cent replied that the chosen option was 

already the cheapest one, while other 20 per cent answered that they received some pressure from the 

family. From this we can identify two main drivers: social norms (i.e., good send-off argument, pressure form 

family), and transparency and knowledge of costs.  

Part of this research could be to identify household and individual characteristics which suggest that a 

household/person is more at risk from experiencing funeral poverty. This would require before-and-after 

data on the economic impacts of bereavement. The benefit of this research would be that policies could then 

be developed to support households and individuals at higher risk.  

The early evidences provided by the survey suggest that potential policy recommendations may lead to an 

increase in the transparency on the funeral costs. This could mean the necessity of having a transparent 

pricelist that may consider personalised services. On the other hand, it is not easy to define potential policy 
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recommendations around the social norms highlighted in this Section. Further research may be needed to 

better identify these norms and their origins. 

Longer term financial impacts  

Another area of research which could be undertaken is to understand the longer-term effects in people’s 
finances of funeral costs. This would require more detailed research – potentially qualitative focus groups, or 

the use of panel data over time. Individuals may go into debt as a result of funeral expenses and suffer impacts 

which are not immediately apparent at the time of the bereavement. 

The survey reported in Chapter 4 points out how a large share of respondents struggled or were unable to 

pay for other debts, found themselves in long term debts, and had difficulties with their rent and mortgages, 

suggesting that a partial answer to what are the longer term financial impacts can be found in the increase of 

the level of debts contracted by bereaved people. 

However, a focused analysis may be helpful in understanding the evolution of these debts and how the level 

of debts progress years after the bereavement, thus shedding lights on what are the actual longer-term 

financial impacts of bereavement. 

5.2.2 Understanding the wider impacts of bereavement  

As described above, there is little research into the wider economic impacts of bereavement in Ireland. 

Therefore, any research in this area would improve the current evidence base. As noted in the literature 

review, there is more extensive research in Ireland into the economic consequences of death (for example, 

costs to the state of suicide); and equally a large body of research into non-economic impacts of bereavement 

(e.g. psychological impacts). Further research would therefore need to be carefully tailored to focus on the 

economic impacts of bereavement.  

Research using existing databases 

Our scoping review of databases has highlighted different types of research which could be undertaken using 

existing databases in Ireland.  

For example, TILDA and SILC could be used to conduct comparative studies over time, where the economic 

outcomes of participants before and after a bereavement event are examined to establish the impacts of 

bereavement. The datasets could also be used to compare outcomes between a ‘control’ and ‘treatment’ 
group to account for unobserved factors which might be influencing outcomes in addition to bereavement. 

Data on participants’ circumstances and demographic information could also be used to establish particular 
drivers of negative economic impacts (e.g. impacts on differ genders; below/above pension age etc.)  

These datasets have some shortcomings – in particular TILDA only covers those over 50 years of age and 

SILC has a fairly limited set of variables to identify bereavement. But a close study of the data and the statistical 

methods described above would be a valuable contribution to the information base in Ireland.  

Adding questions to existing databases 

It may also be possible to include new questions in existing surveys. For example, TILDA could include specific 

questions around funerals and direct impacts of bereavement to enable this topic to be studied at a later 

date. Even if these data are only related to a cross-section of the sample (rather than over time) they would 

provide valuable insight into these issues and underlying drivers.   

Similarly, a suggestion could be made to SILC for the inclusion of more direct questions on bereavement and 

the impacts thereof.  

New research  
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New research could also be conducted. For example, qualitative or quantitative research into people’s 
experiences following bereavement would be valuable, to confirm whether the same impacts mentioned in 

the literature apply in Ireland and whether new impacts are relevant.  

The value of quantitative, survey-based research is that it can cover a larger proportion of the population for 

a particular cost. Qualitative research on the other hand has the benefit of being able to identify more 

complex impacts of bereavement, and is also arguably more appropriate for a sensitive topic such as 

bereavement.  

Particular areas of study to focus on could include: 

• Longer-term impacts on siblings after the death of a child.  

• Impacts on adult children of the loss of a parent. For example, anecdotal evidence suggests that adult 

children increasingly rely on parental support in meeting housing debt, and thus the death of a parent 

would affect adult children as well as the surviving partner.    

• Impacts of bereavement on “New Irish” nationals. This refers to non-Irish Nationals who have come to 

live in Ireland often for economic security and who are not prepared for or expecting a death or the 

financial burden of a bereavement (in particular they may have little financial reserves). They may also 

have less access to state / charitable support and smaller extended families in Ireland to help share the 

cost burden. Given the widening demographics, religious & cultural belief systems in Ireland as a result 

of these non-Irish nationals, there are other issues that arise when death occurs which could be studied 

– e.g. repatriation, cremation vs burial for example, loss of main income earner impacts on extended 

family who they support.  

5.2.3 Summary of research priorities  

We summarise here potential short and long-term research priorities.  

Short term priorities could include: 

• Gathering data on the costs of funerals and comparing this to (a) families’ ability to pay and/or (b) available 
support to estimate likelihood of funeral poverty.  

• Using existing databases such as TILDA to conduct similar quantitative research to what has been done 

in other countries.  

• Qualitative research into wider economic impacts of bereavement.  

Longer-term priorities could include: 

• Introducing new questions into existing national surveys such as SILC and TILDA to better capture 

impacts of bereavement.  

• Tailoring the data collected by the host of organisations in the Ireland (e.g. as set out in Chapter 3 and 

the Appendix) to more systematically capture data on the costs and support associated with 

bereavement.  

• More detailed qualitative research pieces into the economic impacts of bereavement, e.g. focusing on 

specific population groups. This could include working with / supporting academics on their research 

projects.  
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6 Appendix 

6.1 State benefits and entitlements after a death 

Benefit Who is eligible? 
Widow’s, Widower’s or Surviving 
Civil Partner’s (Contributory) 
Pension. 

A husband, wife or civil partner of a deceased person who 
does not have any dependent children. The recipient must 
satisfy certain social insurance conditions based on their own 
PRSI contributions or that of their late spouse. It is not 
means-tested and so is not affected by other income you 
might have such as earnings, an occupational pension or a 
pension from your late spouse's employment. 
 

Widow’s, Widower’s or Surviving 
Civil Partner’s (non-Contributory) 
Pension. 

A husband, wife or civil partner of a deceased person who 
does not have any dependent children and does not qualify 
for Widow’s, Widower’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s 
Contributory Pension can apply for this payment. This is a 
means-tested payment and any income and capital you have, 
such as savings, investments, cash-in-hand and the value of 
property you own, except your own home, is taken into 
account when working out your means. 
 

One Parent family A husband, wife or civil partner of a deceased person with 
dependent children. The One-Parent Family Payment can be 
claimed for up to two years after the date of death or until 
the youngest child turns 18, whichever is earlier. 
 

Guardians payment 
 

A person who is taking care of an orphan, may get a social 
welfare payment. It is not necessary to be a legally 
appointed guardian. The person may get such a payment if 
the orphan lives with them and they are responsible for his 
or her care. The payment must benefit the orphan. 

The payment can be contributory (based on PRSI payments 
paid by the parent) or non-contributory (based on a means-
test). 
 

Death Benefit (under the 
Occupational Injuries Scheme) 

The Occupational Injuries Benefit scheme provides a range 
of benefits for people injured or incapacitated by an 
accident at work or while travelling directly to or from 
work. If a person dies because of an accident at work or 
occupational disease, Death Benefit may be paid to their 
dependants. It may also be paid to dependants if at the time of 
their death the person was getting Disablement Pension.  
 
The Death Benefit Scheme includes: 
 
Widow's, Widower's or Surviving Civil Partner's 
Pension: This is paid to the surviving spouse or civil partner 
of a person who died as a result of an accident at work, an 
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occupational disease or who was getting a Disablement 
Pension assessed as 50% or more at the time of their death. 
 
Orphan's Pension: This is paid on behalf of a child if the 
parent, step-parent or person who supported the child died as 
a result of an accident at work, an occupational disease or was 
getting a Disablement Pension assessed as 50% or more at the 
time of their death. 
 
Funeral Grant 
If someone dies at work, a special Funeral Grant is available 
under the Occupational Injuries Scheme. A once-off payment 
of €850. 
 
 

Supplementary Allowance scheme 
(not bereavement specific)  
 

This scheme provides financial support to people with low 
incomes. A person may qualify for a weekly supplement 
payment under the scheme to meet certain special needs, 
for example, help with rent and fuel costs. In addition, 
payments can also be made for urgent or exceptional needs 
(see once off payment in next section). 
  

Living alone Allowance (not 
bereavement specific) 
 

The Living Alone Increase is an extra payment for people on 
social welfare payments who are living alone. 
 

Once off payments 

Widowed or Surviving Civil 
Partner Grant 

A husband, wife or civil partner of a deceased person with 
dependent children. A once-off payment of €6,000 (will be 
increased to €8000 from January 2021)  
 

Exceptional Needs Payment 
 

In certain circumstances where a family are unable to cover 
the cost of funeral expenses they can make an application for 
an Exceptional Needs Payment under the Supplementary 
Welfare Allowance scheme. This is a single payment to help 
meet essential, once-off, exceptional expenditure, which a 
person could not reasonably be expected to meet out of their 
weekly income. A staff member in the applicants local 
Community Welfare Service will make a decision on their 
application based on the applicants circumstances. 
 

For more information: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/847761-recently-bereaved/ 

For information on current rates: https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/1af6ca-rates-of-payment-sw19/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/847761-recently-bereaved/
https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/1af6ca-rates-of-payment-sw19/
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6.3 Summary table of items reviewed in detail  

Authors (Year) - Title Country analysed - 

Relationship/Type of 

bereavement 

Data sources 

Abernethy A. P., Currow D. C., and 

Burns C. M. (2008) - Defining distinct 

caregiver subpopulations by intensity of 

end-of-life care provided. 

Australia - Not specified. • Survey. 

Aoun A. M., Keegan O., Roberts A., and 

Breen L. J. (2020) - The impact of 

bereavement support on wellbeing: a 

comparative study between Australia 

and Ireland. 

Ireland and Australia - 

Not specified. 

• Results from population-based 

cross-sectional study of 

bereavement experiences in 

Australia. 

• Results from population-based 

cross-sectional study of 

bereavement experiences in Ireland. 

Balk D., Walker A., and Baker A (2010) 

- Prevalence and Severity of College 

Student bereavement examined in a 

randomly selected sample. 

United States of America 

- Death of a family 

member or friend. 

• Survey. 

Citizens Advice Scotland (2016) - 

Funeral Poverty in Scotland. A review 

for Scottish Government. 

Scotland - Not specified. • Survey. 

Co-Op Funeralcare (2018) - Making 

peace with death: National attitudes to 

death, dying and bereavement 

United Kingdom • Survey. 

Corden A. and Hirst M. (2013) - 

Economic Components of Grief. 

United Kingdom - Death 

of a life partner. 

• British Household Panel Survey. 

Corden A., Hirst M., Nice K. (2008) - 

Financial Implications of Death of a 

Partner. 

United Kingdom - Death 

of a life partner. 

• British Household Panel Survey. 

• Office for National Statistics 
Longitudinal Study. 

Fox M., Cacciatore J., and Lacasse J. 

(2013) - Child Death in the United 

States: Productivity and the Economic 

Burden of Parental Grief. 

United States of America 

- Death of a child. 

• Survey. 

Gold K., Sen A., and Xu Z. (2013) - 

Hospital Costs Associated with 

Stillbirth Delivery. 

Michigan (USA) - 

Stillbirth. 

• Retrospective medical chart 

review. 

Heazell A. E. P., Siassakos D., Blencowe 

H., Burden C., Bhutta Z. A., Cacciatore 

J., Dang N., Das J., Flenady V., Gold K. 

J., Mensah O. K., Millum J., Nuzum D., 

O'Donoghue K., Redshaw M., Rizvi A., 

Roberts T., Saraki H. E. T., Storey C., 

International - Stillbirth. • Listening to Parents study. 
• TEARS study. 
• International Stillbirth Alliance 
survey. 
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Wojcieszek A. M., and Downe S. (2016) 

- Stillbirths: economic and psychosocial 

consequences. 

Irish Hospice Foundation (2019) - 

Experience of bereavement and grief 

support: An Irish population study. 

Ireland – loss of relative 

or friend 

• Survey. 

Mitsry H., Heazell A., Vincent O., and 

Roberts T. (2013) - A structured 

review and exploration of the 

healthcare costs associated with 

stillbirth and a subsequent pregnancy in 

England and Wales. 

United Stated of America 

- Stillbirth 

• Data from literature review. 

Murphy S. and Cacciatore J. (2017) - 

The psychological, social, and economic 

impact of stillbirth on families. 

Not specified - Stillbirth. • Data from literature review. 

National Traveller MABS (2012) - Debt 

and Dying - Understanding and 

addressing the impact of funeral costs 

for Travellers in Ireland. 

Ireland - Not specified. • Survey. 
• The All Traveller Health Study 
(AITHS). 

• Central Statistical Office - 

preliminary findings of Census 2011 

and the results from Census 2006. 

• Nolan B., and Maitre B (2008) - A 

social portrait of Communities in 

Ireland.  

• Data gathered by the Parish of the 
Travelling People in Dublin. 

Ornstein K. A., Garrido M. M., Siu A. 

L., Bollens-Lund E., Rahman O.-K., and 

Kelley A. S. (2019). An Examination of 

Downstream Effects of Bereavement 

on Healthcare: Utilization for Surviving 

Spouses in a National Sample of Older 

Adults. 

United States of America 

- Death of a life partner. 

Combined dataset formed by: 

• Health and Retirement Study 
(Cohort 2000-2012) 

• Fee for service (FFS) medicare. 

Quaker Social Action (2020) - 2020 

Fair Funerals: What is funeral poverty? 

UK - Costs of funerals 

and funeral poverty  

Various reported data sources 

Rolden H., Van Bodegom D., and 

Westendorp R. (2014) - Changes in 

Health Care Expenditure after the Loss 

of a Spouse: Data on 6,487 Older 

Widows and Widowers in the 

Netherlands. 

Netherlands - Death of a 

life partner. 

Combined dataset formed by: 

• Leiden Healthcare Costs in Old 
Age (LHCOA) 

• Data on marital status from the 

Central Bureau of Statistics (2004-

2011). 

Royal London (2018) - National Funeral 

Index: Buried in Debt. 

UK - Costs of funerals 

and funeral poverty  

• Survey  
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SECOB project research group (2013) 

- Socio-Economic costs of 

bereavement in Scotland. 

Scotland - Not specified. • Scottish Longitudinal Study (SLS). 
• Practice Team Information (PTI).  
• British Household Panel Survey 
(BHPS). 

Senator Marie Louise O’Donnell (2017) 
- Finite Lives: Dying death and 

bereavement – An examination of state 

services in Ireland. 

Ireland - Not specified. • Survey. 

Servaty-Seib H. L. and Hamilton L. A. 

(2006) - Educational Performance and 

Persistence of Bereaved College 

Students. 

United States of America 

- Not specified. 

• Survey. 

Stebbins J. and Batrouney T. for The 

Compassionate Friends (2007) - 

Beyond The Death Of A Child 

(Samples). 

Australia - Death of a 

child. 

• Survey. 

Stephen A., Macduff C., Petrie D., 

Tseng, F., Schut H.A.W., Skår S., 

Corden A., Birrell J., Wang S., Newsom 

C., and Wilson S. (2015) - The 

Economic Cost of Bereavement. 

Scotland - Death of a life 

partner. 

• Scottish Longitudinal Study (SLS). 
• Practice Team Information (PTI).  
• British Household Panel Survey 
(BHPS). 

Sullivan A. and Fenelon A. (2013) - 

Patterns of widowhood mortality. 

United States of America 

- Death of a life partner. 

• Health and Retirement Study. 

Van den Berg G. J., Lundborg P. and 

Vikström J. (2012) - The Economics of 

Grief. 

Sweden - Death of a 

child. 

Combined dataset formed by: 

• Louise population register. 
• National Census of Death register. 

• Multi-generational register. 

• Swedish National Hospital Patients 
Register. 

 

  



Appendix 

- 80 - 

6.4 Additional information on datasets 

6.4.1 DSP   

Summary of information  

Name of data source  DSP Scheme recipient and claim data 

 

Who holds the data? Department of Social Protection 

 

Is the data available to the public (e.g. online) or 

would a special request to access the data need to 

be made?  

Annual statistics reports are published and available 

here: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation-

information/e4517-social-protection-annual-

statistics-report-archive/  

 

Monthly statistics are available by request. 

Is the data coverage national or regional?  National, with county breakdowns 

 

Number of years for which the data have been 

collected? 

1998 – 2018 published 

Brief outline of content of data. Does it for example 

include funeral support / other debt support / 

information on bereaved status etc 

The data includes the total number of recipients 

of the widow/er’s and surviving civil partner’s 
contributory and non-contributory pension 

by age, sex and county.  Also, the number of 

claims awarded each year by scheme.  

 

Name of data source  Exceptional Needs Payment – Funeral and 

burial costs 

 

Who holds the data? Department of Social Protection 

 

Is the data available to the public (e.g. online) or 

would a special request to access the data need to 

be made?  

Requests to Supplementary Welfare Allowance 

section in Sligo 

Is the data coverage national or regional?  National, with county breakdowns 

 

Number of years for which the data have been 

collected? 

2012 to present 

https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation-information/e4517-social-protection-annual-statistics-report-archive/
https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation-information/e4517-social-protection-annual-statistics-report-archive/
https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation-information/e4517-social-protection-annual-statistics-report-archive/
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Brief outline of content of data. Does it for example 

include funeral support / other debt support / 

information on bereaved status etc 

Number of claimants by county and expenditure. 

Further information on claimants available – sex, 

age, marital status etc. 

Name of data source  Jobseekers Longitudinal Dataset 

 

Who holds the data? Department of Social Protection 

 

Is the data available to the public (e.g. online) or 

would a special request to access the data need to 

be made?  

No, a special request would have to be made. 

Is the data coverage national or regional?  National (local office breakdown available) 

 

Number of years for which the data have been 

collected? 

2004 to 2018 

Brief outline of content of data. Does it for example 

include funeral support / other debt support / 

information on bereaved status etc 

The dataset contains all social welfare jobseeker 

claimants from 2004, with information on labour 

market transitions, such as participation on 

employment and training programmes.  It also 

contains information on whether the claimant has a 

qualified adult (spouse, civil partner or cohabitant) 

and qualified children.  It is theoretically possible to 

link this data to the General Register’s Office data 
on deaths, to examine whether the bereavement of 

a partner or child impacts on the duration of 

jobseeker claim.  

 

Widowed or Surviving Civil Partner Grant recipients 

Expenditure for 2019 was €5.6m with an estimate of €5.76m provided for 2020. The table below set out the 
gender breakdown of recipients.  Age and county tables are also available. 

  

GENDER 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Male 310 261 299 288 

Female 627 550 612 656 

Total 937 811 911 1,004 
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ENPs for Funerals and Burials –Payments and Expenditure, 2014-2019120121 

Year 

No. of 

Payments Expenditure 

2014 2,953 €4.6m 

2015 3,033 €5.0m 

2016 2,937 €5.0m 

2017 2,786 €5.1m 

2018 2,881 €5.5m 

2019 2,905 €5.8m 
 

Number of ENPs for Funerals and Burials by county, 2014-2019 

County 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

CARLOW 31 43 44 32 43 36 

CAVAN 33 24 32 29 23 34 

CLARE 34 26 28 31 39 43 

CORK 239 207 282 249 245 211 

DONEGAL 106 119 102 106 98 101 

DUBLIN 1,271 1,317 1,249 1,161 1,156 1,131 

GALWAY 95 87 58 66 75 97 

KERRY 64 61 53 44 59 69 

KILDARE 112 129 119 128 108 117 

KILKENNY 52 46 53 43 59 51 

LAOIS 37 35 46 45 44 55 

LEITRIM 16 22 20 22 19 16 

LIMERICK 139 127 131 113 116 125 

LONGFORD 40 27 26 34 34 48 

LOUTH 99 108 89 83 121 92 

MAYO 45 42 54 64 57 46 

MEATH 77 84 75 60 78 67 

MONAGHAN 25 23 21 24 18 21 

OFFALY 34 39 51 48 42 49 

ROSCOMMON 32 33 22 23 32 36 

SLIGO 30 41 43 41 35 33 

TIPPERARY 77 97 89 85 95 121 

WATERFORD 63 71 42 64 66 70 

 
120  These figures below are taken from the Department’s ENP database and represent a snapshot of the ENPs as they 

are approved by an officer rather than when they are paid. The figures do not capture payments that are cancelled, 
payments that go out of date or overpayments recouped 

 
121 In some cases ENPs are made for ancillary items e.g. cost of clothes for family members attending the funeral. 
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WESTMEATH 57 56 68 40 61 73 

WEXFORD 77 74 60 46 60 62 

WICKLOW 68 95 80 105 98 101 

Total 2,953 3,033 2,937 2,786 2,881 2,905 

 

Expenditure on ENPs for Funerals and Burials by county, 2014-2019 

County 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

CARLOW €40,300 €57,010 €78,900 €51,376 €74,104 €69,290 

CAVAN €39,767 €34,956 €52,625 €48,194 €42,860 €64,250 

CLARE €49,694 €30,048 €44,446 €59,242 €77,019 €102,830 

CORK €429,574 €383,408 €528,065 €519,063 €508,320 €441,856 

DONEGAL €143,710 €171,167 €155,093 €159,585 €180,442 €194,512 

DUBLIN €1,894,687 €2,067,280 €2,035,078 €2,063,292 €2,083,127 €2,106,155 

GALWAY €157,563 €148,620 €104,014 €118,338 €141,634 €181,101 

KERRY €97,891 €98,290 €84,768 €69,440 €105,201 €134,694 

KILDARE €207,550 €231,952 €221,660 €243,100 €250,900 €273,431 

KILKENNY €85,175 €72,303 €89,732 €77,018 €103,915 €101,514 

LAOIS €82,843 €86,440 €104,570 €104,496 €107,577 €145,380 

LEITRIM €18,210 €30,650 €28,196 €36,420 €34,600 €30,850 

LIMERICK €271,210 €265,131 €261,275 €243,474 €238,680 €281,584 

LONGFORD €80,801 €59,920 €49,885 €76,070 €85,052 €121,845 

LOUTH €127,119 €163,533 €134,624 €141,997 €228,131 €193,160 

MAYO €79,896 €78,177 €105,270 €119,480 €113,890 €91,201 

MEATH €96,697 €115,095 €121,460 €109,450 €133,750 €125,140 

MONAGHAN €27,555 €42,080 €38,460 €42,950 €28,970 €39,239 

OFFALY €64,228 €82,010 €109,197 €103,400 €99,915 €119,195 

ROSCOMMON €53,975 €66,830 €39,420 €41,085 €52,547 €80,010 

SLIGO €45,405 €61,145 €61,650 €65,935 €63,010 €59,839 

TIPPERARY €124,852 €168,034 €163,287 €154,122 €189,259 €251,715 

WATERFORD €102,689 €128,960 €79,611 €119,927 €141,090 €140,811 

WESTMEATH €107,821 €108,140 €123,429 €60,270 €92,005 €125,440 

WEXFORD €105,665 €103,978 €82,017 €56,654 €84,405 €88,780 

WICKLOW €108,250 €167,646 €135,908 €183,753 €197,425 €208,150 

Total €4,643,126 €5,022,803 €5,032,639 €5,068,130 €5,457,828 €5,771,971 
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Funeral poverty estimates using ENP data - IHF 

 

6.4.2 CIB 

Summary of information  

Name of data source  Oyster database 

 

Who holds the data? Citizen Information Board 

Is the data available to the public (e.g. online) or 

would a special request to access the data need to 

be made?  

Data trends and the nature of queries to services 

across a wide area of entitlements to public service 

provisions are reported on in research and policy 

reports, submissions and annual reports. 

Is the data coverage national or regional?  National with regional data also available.  

 

Number of years for which the data have been 

collected? 

Data has been recorded for the past 11 years on the 

database. 

Brief outline of content of data. Does it for example 

include funeral support / other debt support / 

information on bereaved status etc 

Data is collected on a range of variables 

relating to the client profile, including age, sex, 

country of origin, ethnicity, specific needs; to 

the query data; and other variables including 

referrals. Qualitative data is collected where 

some queries are categorized as ‘Social Policy 
Returns’.  

County ENPs funer(from DEASP) Deaths (CSO) FP %

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

CARLOW 31 43 44 32 43 369 394 381 397 387 8.4% 10.9% 11.5% 8.1% 11.1%

CAVAN 33 24 32 29 23 510 503 522 491 496 6.5% 4.8% 6.1% 5.9% 4.6%

CLARE 34 26 28 31 39 831 859 877 797 866 4.1% 3.0% 3.2% 3.9% 4.5%

CORK 239 207 282 249 245 3369 3501 3751 3698 3618 7.1% 5.9% 7.5% 6.7% 6.8%

DONEGAL 106 119 102 106 98 1121 1144 1136 1194 1184 9.5% 10.4% 9.0% 8.9% 8.3%

DUBLIN 1271 1317 1249 1161 1156 7557 7928 7712 8006 8223 16.8% 16.6% 16.2% 14.5% 14.1%

GALWAY 95 87 58 66 75 1516 1524 1561 1534 1552 6.3% 5.7% 3.7% 4.3% 4.8%

KERRY 64 61 53 44 59 1175 1172 1217 1126 1162 5.4% 5.2% 4.4% 3.9% 5.1%

KILDARE 112 129 119 128 108 933 919 988 1003 1007 12.0% 14.0% 12.0% 12.8% 10.7%

KILKENNY 52 46 53 43 59 559 622 666 623 660 9.3% 7.4% 8.0% 6.9% 8.9%

LAOIS 37 35 46 45 44 423 467 479 469 431 8.7% 7.5% 9.6% 9.6% 10.2%

LEITRIM 16 22 20 22 19 250 283 295 253 270 6.4% 7.8% 6.8% 8.7% 7.0%

LIMERICK 139 127 131 113 116 1406 1375 1446 1363 1483 9.9% 9.2% 9.1% 8.3% 7.8%

LONGFORD 40 27 26 34 34 265 292 276 291 287 15.1% 9.2% 9.4% 11.7% 11.8%

LOUTH 99 108 89 83 121 721 818 761 814 800 13.7% 13.2% 11.7% 10.2% 15.1%

MAYO 45 42 54 64 57 1063 1062 1096 1080 1120 4.2% 4.0% 4.9% 5.9% 5.1%

MEATH 77 84 75 60 78 859 898 868 908 986 9.0% 9.4% 8.6% 6.6% 7.9%

MONAGHA 25 23 21 24 18 428 414 431 425 413 5.8% 5.6% 4.9% 5.6% 4.4%

OFFALY 34 39 51 48 42 461 481 496 468 471 7.4% 8.1% 10.3% 10.3% 8.9%

ROSCOMM 32 33 22 23 32 514 524 510 471 525 6.2% 6.3% 4.3% 4.9% 6.1%

SLIGO 30 41 43 41 35 466 506 506 509 530 6.4% 8.1% 8.5% 8.1% 6.6%

TIPPERARY 77 97 89 85 95 1219 1262 1356 1241 1263 6.3% 7.7% 6.6% 6.8% 7.5%

WATERFOR 63 71 42 64 66 814 802 838 765 813 7.7% 8.9% 5.0% 8.4% 8.1%

WESTMEAT 57 56 68 40 61 607 556 604 568 573 9.4% 10.1% 11.3% 7.0% 10.6%

WEXFORD 77 74 60 46 60 1023 986 1051 1056 1108 7.5% 7.5% 5.7% 4.4% 5.4%

WICKLOW 68 95 80 105 98 793 835 843 868 888 8.6% 11.4% 9.5% 12.1% 11.0%

Total 2953 3033 2937 2786 2881 29252 30127 30667 30418 31116 Avg. st 10.1% 10.1% 9.6% 9.2% 9.3%
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Number of CIB query categories of relevance to bereavement, Jan – Dec, 2019 

Query Category 2019 

Death and Bereavement  

After Death   2147  

Before Death  1340  

Bereavement Counselling and Support   378  

Money matters after a death  1366  

Other  856  

Sudden or Unexplained death   98  

The Deceased’s estate  1732  

Total 7,917 

  

Social Welfare Death Related Benefits  

 Widow/Widower’s Surviving Civil Partner’s Pension  4,122 

Widow/Widower’s Surviving Civil Partner’s Grant  772  

Special Funeral Grant (Occupational Injuries Scheme 

only)  

51  

Help with Funeral Costs   650  

Guardian’s Payment   308  

Total 5903 

  

Exceptional/Urgent Needs Payment 5,002 

  

Money and Tax  

Debt (including Utilities, Banks, Credit Unions, Credit 

Card and Money Lenders) 

986 

 

The screen shots below present data for 2020 (1 Jan – 3 July) 
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6.4.3 MABSIS 

Summary of information  

Name of data source  MABSIS (MABS Information Sysytem)  

 

Who holds the data? MABS Support is the data process – 9 other MABS 

companies are the controllers 

 

Is the data available to the public (e.g. online) or 

would a special request to access the data need to 

be made?  

No  

Is the data coverage national or regional?  National  

 

Number of years for which the data have been 

collected? 

16 years 

Brief outline of content of data. Does it for example 

include funeral support / other debt support / 

information on bereaved status etc 

Some data on funeral costs, bereavement as a debt 

trigger, and funeral directors as creditors – but 

initial review indicates that the data is not 

comprehensive and may be quite limited.  It may be 
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masked by other problems – i.e. a client has difficulty 

– after paying for a funeral or paying another debt 

together with paying for a funeral.  Funerals, may be 

prioritised over other payments – so the funeral 

cost is not as evident in the data  

 

6.4.4 SVdP 

Summary of information  

Name of data source  The Society of St Vincent de Paul’s Request for 
Assistance Data hosted on the Client Case 

Management System (CRM Microsoft Dynamics).  

Data on expenditure on direct assistance to 

households collected via Agresso.  

Who holds the data? The Society of St Vincent de Paul 

 

Is the data available to the public (e.g. online) or 

would a special request to access the data need to 

be made?  

No, the data is not available publicly and direct 

access to the database cannot be granted to 

external organisations/users.  

We can provide high level and anonymised data on 

requests for assistance and expenditure related to 

funeral expenses to the Research team.  

Is the data coverage national or regional?  SVP has 8 regional offices and data on calls and 

requests for assistance is inputted at a regional level.  

Expenditure data is inputted at a local level (1200 

local branches or conferences) and consolidated at 

year end. 

Number of years for which the data have been 

collected? 

The CCMS has been in operation since 2016 but not 

all regions began using it at this time. The Agresso 

system has been in operation since 2011.  

Brief outline of content of data. Does it for example 

include funeral support / other debt support / 

information on bereaved status etc 

The Request for Assistance data captured on the 

CCMS includes a dialogue box for presenting issues 

and one category is “funeral expenses”. Information 
officers may also include a note or specify when a 

caller has multiple presenting issues. For example, if 

a household requests help with food because they 

are struggling with the cost of a funeral or 

bereavement related debt. It is possible to conduct 

a key word search of these fields to gather further 

information on the cost of bereavement/ funeral 

expenses.  
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On the Agresso system expenditure by local 
conferences on direct assistance with funeral costs 
would be recorded under “cash assistance”. It is 
possible to identify the frequency of such expenses 
by filtering the data for key words such as funeral.  
 

6.5 Complete survey results 

6.5.1 Demographics 

Figure 6.1: Gender 

 

Base:  All respondents (1,000);  All bereaved (684);  All non-bereaved (309) 
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Figure 6.2: Age 

 

Base:  All respondents (1,000);  All bereaved (684);  All non-bereaved (309) 

 

Figure 6.3: Gross household income 

 

Base:  All respondents (1,000);  All bereaved (684);  All non-bereaved (309) 

NOTE: Gross household income is the combined income of all those earners in a household from all sources, including wages, salaries, or rents and 

before tax deductions. 
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Figure 6.4: Working status 

 

Base:  All respondents (1,000);  All bereaved (684);  All non-bereaved (309) 

 

Figure 6.5: Household type 

 

Base:  All respondents (1,000);  All bereaved (684);  All non-bereaved (309) 
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Figure 6.6: Irish region of origin 

 

Base:  All respondents (1,000);  All bereaved (684);  All non-bereaved (309) 
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Table 6.1: Irish county of origin (number of respondents; percentage share over the total respondents 
from the same region) 

  Dublin 
Rest of 

Leinster 
Munster 

Connaught 

& Part of 

Ulster 

Carlow - 11; 4% - - 

Cavan - - - 11; 6% 

Clare - - 32; 12% - 

Cork - - 110; 41% - 

Donegal - - - 39; 22% 

Dublin 283; 100% - - - 

Galway - - - 60; 34% 

Kerry - - 23; 8% - 

Kildare - 44; 16% - - 

Kilkenny - 11; 4% - - 

Laois - 12; 5% - - 

Leitrim - - - 9; 5% 

Limerick - - 54; 20% - 

Longford - 11; 4% - - 

Louth - 40; 15% - - 

Mayo - - - 30; 17% 

Meath - 42; 16% - - 

Monaghan - - - 5; 3% 

Offaly - 22; 8% - - 

Roscommon - - - 12; 7% 

Sligo - - - 11; 6% 

Tipperary - - 34; 13% - 

Waterford - - 18; 7% - 

Westmeath - 20; 7% - - 

Wexford - 22; 8% - - 

Wicklow - 35; 13% - - 

TOTAL 283; 100% 270; 100% 269; 100% 178; 100% 
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6.5.2 General experience of bereavement / costs / support 

Figure 6.7: Have you experienced the loss of a relative or friend at any time in the past 3 years (since 
February 2018)? 

 

Base:  All respondents (1,000) 

 

Figure 6.8: How comfortable, if at all, do you feel about discussing death and dying with your relatives or 
friends? Totals and analysis by key subgroups (bereavement status, gender, age, household income) 

 

Base: All respondents (1,000). 
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Total

Completely comfortable Very comfortable

Relatively comfortable Not very comfortable

Not at all comfortable DK / NA

40 
Completely / Very 
comfortable

21 
Not at all / Not 
very comfortable

 Comfortable 
Relatively 

comfortable 

Not 

comfortable 

Bereaved 42% 39% 19% 

Non-bereaved 36% 36% 25% 

Male 39% 38% 22% 

Female 40% 38% 20% 

18-24 37% 38% 25% 

25-34 38% 30% 32% 

35-44 36% 41% 22% 

45-54 41% 41% 18% 

55+ 44% 39% 16% 

<€20k 38% 42% 18% 

€20-€39.9k 34% 39% 25% 

€40-€59.9k 46% 33% 21% 

€60-€99.9k 43% 41% 16% 

€100-149.9k 40% 33% 27% 

€150k+ 45% 33% 22% 

TOTAL 40% 38% 21% 
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Figure 6.9: Have you been involved in organising a funeral for a relative or friend in the last 3 years (since 
February 2018)? 

 

Base: All respondents (1,000). 

 

Figure 6.10: How much, if anything, do you know about the costs of arranging a funeral? 

 

Base: All respondents (1,000). 

 

 Yes No 
Prefer not 

to say 

Bereaved 51% 48% 1% 

Non-bereaved 7% 92% 1% 

Male 42% 57% 2% 

Female 32% 67% 2% 

18-24 42% 51% 7% 

25-34 52% 47% 1% 

35-44 36% 63% 1% 

45-54 36% 63% 1% 

55+ 28% 72% 1% 

<€20k 34% 64% 3% 

€20-€39.9k 31% 66% 3% 

€40-€59.9k 38% 61% 1% 

€60-€99.9k 43% 57% - 

€100-149.9k 41% 59% - 

€150k+ 39% 61% - 

TOTAL 37% 62% 2% 

 

 
No 

knowledge 

Little 

knowledge 

Good 

knowledge 

Bereaved 13% 61% 26% 

Non-bereaved 25% 62% 13% 

Male 15% 61% 24% 

Female 19% 62% 19% 

18-24 13% 72% 15% 

25-34 14% 59% 26% 

35-44 21% 60% 20% 

45-54 18% 61% 22% 

55+ 16% 61% 23% 

<€20k 16% 65% 19% 

€20-€39.9k 20% 58% 21% 

€40-€59.9k 16% 64% 20% 

€60-€99.9k 12% 62% 26% 

€100-149.9k 15% 66% 18% 

€150k+ 28% 39% 34% 

TOTAL 17% 61% 22% 
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Figure 6.11: Taking everything into account, how much would you expect a funeral to cost on average? 

 

Base: All respondents (1,000). 

 

Table 6.2: Funeral cost estimates, analysis by key sub-groups (number of respondents; percentage share 
over the total respondents in the category considered in each line) 

  
Less than 

€1,000 
€1,000 - 
€1,999 

€2,000 - 
€2,999 

€3,000 - 
€3,999 

€4,000 - 
€4,999 

€5,000 - 
€5,999 

€6,000 - 
€10,000 

More than 

€10,000 
Don't 

know 
MEAN 

Bereaved  7; 1%   18; 3%   45; 7%   73; 11%   107; 16%   167; 24%   212; 31%   36; 5%   19; 3%  € 5,600 

Non-
bereaved 

 2; 1%   16; 5%   35; 11%   33; 11%   49; 16%   59; 19%   90; 29%   14; 5%   11; 3%  € 5,300 

Male  5; 1%   21; 4%   39; 8%   50; 10%   73; 15%   117; 24%   147; 30%   25; 5%   17; 4%  € 5,500 

Female  4; 1%   14; 3%   41; 8%   57; 11%   84; 17%   110; 22%   155; 31%   26; 5%   13; 3%  € 5,600 

18-24  3; 3%   12; 11%   19; 17%   17; 15%   22; 20%   14; 13%   18; 16%   5; 4%   2; 2%  € 4,400 

25-34  3; 2%   7; 4%   20; 12%   17; 10%   23; 14%   32; 19%   53; 32%   8; 5%   4; 3%  € 5,400 

35-44  3; 2%   8; 4%   16; 7%   23; 11%   21; 10%   55; 26%   63; 30%   13; 6%   12; 6%  € 5,600 

45-54  -   4; 2%   7; 4%   15; 8%   29; 16%   47; 26%   67; 37%   9; 5%   4; 2%  € 6,000 

55+  -   4; 1%   20; 6%   36; 11%   61; 19%   79; 24%   103; 31%   17; 5%   8; 3%  € 5,700 

<€20k  3; 2%   21; 11%   25; 13%   22; 12%   31; 16%   27; 14%   40; 21%   11; 6%   9; 5%  € 4,800 

€20-
€39.9k 

 1; 0%   8; 3%   20; 8%   30; 12%   42; 17%   65; 25%   74; 29%   9; 4%   7; 3%  € 5,500 

€40-
€59.9k 

 2; 1%   3; 1%   7; 3%   27; 14%   35; 19%   51; 27%   56; 29%   6; 3%   3; 2%  € 5,600 

€60-
€99.9k 

 2; 1%   2; 1%   18; 8%   17; 8%   27; 13%   57; 27%   75; 35%   10; 5%   4; 2%  € 5,800 

€100-
149.9k 

 1; 1%   -   6; 6%   8; 8%   18; 18%   18; 18%   43; 43%   5; 5%   1; 1%  € 6,000 

€150k+  -   -   6; 18%   -   2; 5%   8; 22%   12; 33%   8; 22%   -  € 6,600 

Org. a 
funeral 

 4; 1%   10; 3%   21; 6%   44; 12%   54; 15%   87; 24%   119; 32%   21; 6%   7; 2%  € 5,700 

Not org. 
a funeral 

 5; 1%   24; 4%   57; 9%   62; 10%   98; 16%   141; 23%   181; 29%   30; 5%   21; 3%  € 5,500 

TOTAL  9; 1%   34; 3%   80; 8%   107;11%  157;16%   228; 23%   304; 30%   51; 5%   30; 3%  € 5,500 

Base: All respondents (1,000). 
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Figure 6.12: Thinking about financial support which may be available following a bereavement, which of 
the following kinds of financial support from either the government or charities are you aware of? 

 

Base: All respondents (1,000). 
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Awareness of financial support, analysis by key sub-groups 

  
Bereav

ed? 
Gende

r 
Age Household income 

 
Tot
al 

Y
es 

No M F 
18-
24 

25-
34 

35-
44 

45-
54 

55
+ 

 €
20
k 

€20
-

€39.
9k 

€40
-

€59.
9k 

€60
-

€99.
9k 

€100
-

€149.
9k 

€1
50
k+ 

Partner's (cont.) 
pension 

47% 46% 49% 42% 51% 31% 44% 49% 49% 51% 32% 50% 42% 53% 65% 50% 

St Vincent De 
Paul 

41% 43% 37% 38% 45% 49% 33% 44% 44% 40% 40% 45% 39% 42% 33% 67% 

Widowed or 
surviving civil 
partner grant 

36% 35% 37% 33% 39% 36% 31% 42% 35% 35% 31% 35% 36% 43% 38% 34% 

Partner's (non-
cont.) pension 

35% 34% 37% 33% 36% 24% 36% 34% 36% 37% 25% 34% 36% 36% 46% 45% 

Exceptional 
needs payment 

34% 35% 33% 36% 33% 41% 35% 31% 33% 35% 43% 37% 28% 27% 36% 46% 

One-parent 
family payment 

34% 33% 36% 28% 39% 35% 36% 42% 31% 28% 32% 36% 30% 33% 36% 44% 

Supp. welfare 
allowance 

24% 24% 25% 22% 26% 16% 16% 20% 26% 32% 25% 29% 25% 18% 23% 23% 

Funeral grant 
under the Occ. 
Injuries Benefit 

21% 21% 22% 22% 21% 20% 26% 21% 19% 21% 13% 24% 20% 21% 31% 22% 

Irish Red Cross 
Hardship Fund 

19% 20% 16% 21% 17% 34% 37% 20% 11% 8% 24% 16% 13% 21% 25% 16% 

Death payment 
under Occ. 
Injuries scheme 

18% 17% 18% 21% 14% 18% 18% 18% 17% 17% 12% 17% 18% 15% 32% 28% 

Kevin Bell Repat. 
Trust 

15% 15% 15% 17% 14% 9% 22% 16% 14% 15% 14% 13% 12% 17% 25% 23% 

Rosabel's Room 
to heal fund 

3% 2% 3% 2% 3% 2% 3% 5% 2% 2% 1% 2% 4% 4% 2% 6% 

Credit union 1% 1% 3% 1% 1% - - 1% 2% 3% - 2% 2% 1% 1% - 

None of these 21% 20% 23% 21% 21% 18% 18% 18% 24% 23% 23% 21% 22% 20% 17% 6% 

Base: All respondents (1,000). 
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Figure 6.13: How much, if anything, do you know about how to access / apply for each of these types of 
support, including whether you would be eligible? 

 

Base:  All aware of each financial support (variable base sizes shown in brackets on chart) 

NOTE: Rosabel’s Room-to-heal fund is not shown due to a very low base size (25) 

 

Awareness of financial support,   saying they know “a great deal” 

  Bereaved? Gender 

 Total Yes No M F 

Widowed or surviving civil partner 
grant 

15% 17% 11% 21% 11% 

Exceptional needs payment 20% 21% 18% 21% 19% 

Funeral grant under Occ. Injuries 
Benefit 

14% 14% 14% 17% 11% 

Partner’s (contributory) pension 15% 17% 11% 19% 12% 

Partner’s (non-contributory) 
pension 

18% 20% 14% 25% 11% 

One-parent family payment 18% 19% 18% 14% 21% 

Death payment under Occ. Injuries 
scheme 

15% 16% 11% 19% 8% 

Supp. welfare allowance 13% 13% 12% 11% 13% 

St Vincent De Paul 16% 17% 14% 14% 17% 

Irish Red Cross Hardship Fund 25% 27% 16% 33% 15% 

Kevin Bell Repatriation Trust 15% 16% 11% 22% 5% 

Base:  All aware of each financial support (variable base sizes shown in brackets on chart) 

NOTE: Rosabel’s Room-to-heal fund is not shown due to a very low base size (25). In addition, analysis by age group and household income is not 

shown due to low base sizes for some of the forms of financial support. 
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Figure 6.14: How likely would you be to apply for any of the above types of support if you suffered a 
bereavement in the next 5 years? 

  
Base: All aware of each financial support (variable base sizes shown in brackets on chart). 

NOTE: Rosabel’s Room-to-heal fund is not shown due to a very low base size (25) 

 

Awareness of financial support, % saying they would be likely to use each support 

  Bereaved? Gender 

 Total Yes No M F 

Widowed or surviving civil partner 
grant 48% 

52% 39% 51% 45% 

Exceptional needs payment 48% 49% 44% 49% 46% 

Funeral grant under Occ. Injuries 
Benefit 42% 

43% 41% 50% 34% 

Partner’s (contributory) pension 47% 51% 39% 53% 42% 

Partner’s (non-contributory) 
pension 40% 

45% 29% 46% 35% 

One-parent family payment 35% 42% 24% 35% 36% 

Death payment under Occ. Injuries 
scheme 45% 

48% 40% 52% 35% 

Supp. welfare allowance 42% 46% 33% 40% 43% 

St Vincent De Paul 30% 33% 23% 34% 27% 

Irish Red Cross Hardship Fund 47% 51% 35% 62% 28% 

Kevin Bell Repatriation Trust 34% 36% 28% 50% 15% 

Base:  All aware of each financial support (variable base sizes shown in brackets on chart) 

NOTE: Rosabel’s Room-to-heal fund is not shown due to a very low base size (25) 
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6.5.3 Planning 

Figure 6.15: Have you ever discussed with anyone what you would like to happen after your death (e.g. 
cremated or buried, funeral service etc.)? 

 

 

Base: All respondents (1,000). 

 

 Yes No 

Bereaved 66% 34% 

Non-bereaved 52% 48% 

Male 59% 41% 

Female 63% 37% 

18-24 58% 42% 

25-34 61% 39% 

35-44 58% 42% 

45-54 60% 40% 

55+ 65% 35% 

<€20k 55% 45% 

€20-€39.9k 62% 38% 

€40-€59.9k 60% 40% 

€60-€99.9k 65% 35% 

€100-149.9k 61% 39% 

€150k+ 68% 32% 

TOTAL 61% 39% 
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Figure 6.16: Have you ever recorded what you would like to happen after your death, including in your 
will (e.g. cremated or buried, funeral service etc.)? 

 
Base: All respondents (1,000). 

 

Figure 6.17: Have you thought about the costs that may be associated with a funeral? 

 

Base:  All respondents who have either discussed or recorded their plans for when they die (631) 

 

 Yes No 

Bereaved 24% 76% 

Non-bereaved 12% 88% 

Male 25% 75% 

Female 16% 84% 

18-24 25% 75% 

25-34 34% 66% 

35-44 18% 82% 

45-54 14% 86% 

55+ 18% 82% 

<€20k 23% 77% 

€20-€39.9k 18% 82% 

€40-€59.9k 18% 82% 

€60-€99.9k 21% 79% 

€100-149.9k 30% 70% 

€150k+ 22% 78% 

TOTAL 21% 79% 

 

 Yes No 

Bereaved 75% 25% 

Non-bereaved 68% 32% 

Male 73% 27% 

Female 72% 28% 

18-24 64% 36% 

25-34 78% 22% 

35-44 66% 34% 

45-54 74% 26% 

55+ 77% 23% 

<€20k 67% 33% 

€20-€39.9k 73% 27% 

€40-€59.9k 74% 26% 

€60-€99.9k 79% 21% 

€100-149.9k 77% 23% 

€150k+ 50% 50% 

TOTAL 73% 27% 
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Figure 6.18: Have you made any financial plans for your own funeral? 

 

Base:  All respondents who have either discussed or recorded their plans for when they die (631) 

 

Figure 6.19: What kind of plans do you have? 

 

Bereaved 55% 47% 24% 4% 1% 

Non-
bereaved 

43% 49% 27% 3% - 

Male 47% 54% 37% 3% - 

Female 58% 39% 11% 5% 2% 

Base:  All respondents who have made financial plans for their own funeral (267) 

NOTE: Analysis by age group and household income is not shown due to low base sizes for some of the forms of financial support. 

 

 Yes No 

Bereaved 30% 65% 

Non-bereaved 20% 77% 

Male 29% 66% 

Female 25% 71% 

18-24 18% 73% 

25-34 32% 62% 

35-44 19% 76% 

45-54 23% 74% 

55+ 34% 63% 

<€20k 26% 64% 

€20-€39.9k 28% 69% 

€40-€59.9k 24% 74% 

€60-€99.9k 28% 70% 

€100-149.9k 33% 63% 

€150k+ 21% 73% 

TOTAL 27% 69% 
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Figure 6.20: To what extent do you either agree or disagree with each of the following statements? 

 

Base: All respondents (1,000). 
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Awareness of financial support, analysis by key sub-groups 

  
Bereav

ed? 
Gende

r 
Age Household income 

 
Tot
al 

Y
es 

No M F 
18-
24 

25-
34 

35-
44 

45-
54 

55
+ 

 €
20
k 

€20
-

€39.
9k 

€40
-

€59.
9k 

€60
-

€99
.9k 

€100-
€149.

9k 

€1
50
k+ 

No one should 
have to get into 
debt to pay for a 
funeral 

84% 85% 84% 82% 87% 78% 82% 83% 90% 86% 82% 84% 84% 85% 89% 83% 

There is a lot of 
pressure to 
provide a 'decent' 
funeral 

75% 77% 72% 74% 77% 80% 73% 69% 83% 75% 75% 73% 80% 76% 75% 68% 

Needing unpaid 
time off work is a 
major cost 

68% 69% 65% 65% 70% 75% 69% 68% 72% 62% 59% 68% 71% 73% 69% 49% 

I know people who 
have struggled to 
perform or be 
productive in work 
after a death 

67% 70% 60% 61% 72% 67% 74% 68% 72% 59% 62% 64% 67% 69% 75% 77% 

I know people who 
have put plans in 
place to pay for 
their own funeral 

62% 66% 54% 60% 63% 60% 64% 63% 63% 59% 58% 58% 67% 65% 64% 72% 

I know people who 
became financially 
worse off after a 
death 

53% 55% 49% 51% 54% 61% 69% 46% 59% 42% 48% 50% 54% 52% 64% 61% 

Family’s 
responsibility to 
withstand financial 
hardship 

39% 41% 36% 44% 35% 41% 47% 39% 37% 37% 35% 36% 41% 43% 44% 50% 

Funeral costs are 
generally fair and 
transparent 

33% 33% 33% 37% 29% 43% 41% 29% 29% 30% 30% 29% 31% 37% 39% 51% 

Prefer to take out 
a private loan than 
seek help from 
govt  

28% 29% 26% 33% 23% 36% 42% 25% 27% 22% 26% 26% 26% 31% 38% 34% 

Base: All respondents (1,000). 
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6.5.4 Exploring the actual impacts of bereavement among the bereaved population 

Figure 6.21: Can we just check, how long ago was the bereavement? 

 

Male 13% 17% 17% 22% 29% 3% 

Female 12% 12% 20% 27% 28% 1% 

18-24 6% 22% 17% 29% 22% 4% 

25-34 9% 23% 19% 20% 29% 1% 

35-44 13% 19% 15% 23% 26% 4% 

45-54 15% 6% 25% 19% 34% 2% 

55+ 15% 10% 17% 28% 28% 2% 

Base:  All respondents who have experienced a bereavement in the last three years (684) 

 

Figure 6.22: What was your relationship to the deceased? 

 

Male 28% 25% 18% 13% 6% 3% 3% 2% 0% 2% 

Female 35% 25% 16% 12% 5% 4% 0% 2% 1% 0% 

18-24 28% 17% 7% 35% - 5% 2% 2% 1% 1% 

25-34 21% 21% 21% 25% 3% 3% 3% 2% - 1% 

35-44 34% 22% 17% 17% 1% 4% 2% 1% - 2% 

45-54 42% 20% 21% 3% 9% 2% 1% 2% - - 

55+ 30% 34% 15% - 10% 4% 1% 2% 1% 2% 

Base:  All respondents who have experienced a bereavement in the last three years (684) 
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Figure 6.23: Approximately, how much did the funeral cost? 

 

Base:  All respondents who have experienced a bereavement in the last three years (684) 

 

Funeral cost among the bereaved population, analysis by key sub-groups 

 
Less 
than 
€1,000 

€1,000 - 
€1,999 

€2,000 - 
€2,999 

€3,000 - 
€3,999 

€4,000 - 
€4,999 

€5,000 - 
€5,999 

€6,000 - 
€10,000 

More 
than 

€10,000 

Don't 
know 

MEAN 

Male 1% 3% 5% 9% 13% 17% 18% 4% 31% €5,400 

Female 2% 2% 3% 9% 12% 12% 18% 4% 39% €5,500 

18-24 3% 7% 12% 20% 16% 8% 7% 5% 21% €4,300 

25-34 4% 1% 5% 9% 6% 19% 26% 5% 24% €5,600 

35-44 2% 4% 2% 8% 12% 13% 19% 4% 36% €5,500 

45-54 - 1% 2% 5% 16% 17% 23% 2% 35% €5,900 

55+ 0% 1% 3% 8% 12% 13% 14% 4% 45% €5,500 

<€20k 5% 8% 9% 7% 11% 7% 13% 6% 33% €4,700 

€20-€39.9k - 2% 2% 16% 16% 15% 13% 1% 35% €5,100 

€40-€59.9k 1% 1% 6% 9% 14% 17% 19% 1% 33% €5,300 

€60-€99.9k 1% 1% 4% 5% 10% 18% 25% 4% 32% €6,000 

€100-149.9k 2% - - 9% 9% 14% 21% 7% 39% €6,100 

€150k+ - - - - 9% 8% 18% 16% 48% €7,500 

TOTAL 2% 2% 4% 9% 12% 14% 18% 4% 35% €5,400 

Base:  All respondents who have experienced a bereavement in the last three years (684) 
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Figure 6.24: What funds did you, or your family, use for the funeral? 

 

Base:  All respondents who have experienced a bereavement in the last three years (684) 
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Awareness of financial support, analysis by key sub-groups 

  
Gende

r 
Age Household income 

 
Tota

l 
M F 

18
-

24 

25
-

34 

35
-

44 

45
-

54 

55
+ 

 €20
k 

€20-
€39.9

k 

€40-
€59.9

k 

€60-
€99.9

k 

€100-
€149.9

k 

€150k
+ 

The person 
had left 
money 
specifically 
for the 
funeral 

20% 20% 21% 18% 28% 17% 23% 18% 22% 23% 18% 20% 20% 8% 

Paid from the 
deceased 
person's 
estate 

20% 20% 19% 12% 14% 18% 23% 24% 21% 18% 22% 20% 22% 9% 

Contribution
s from 
family/others 

17% 18% 16% 25% 26% 21% 16% 8% 16% 18% 18% 21% 17% - 

My general 
savings 

12% 17% 7% 10% 24% 11% 7% 11% 11% 9% 7% 17% 14% 35% 

The funeral 
had been 
pre-paid 

7% 9% 6% 18% 10% 7% 7% 3% 6% 7% 8% 5% 20% - 

I paid for the 
funeral with 
my own 
money 

6% 6% 5% 8% 18% 5% 3% 0% 4% 3% 6% 6% 13% 8% 

Support from 
the 
government 

6% 5% 6% 10% 10% 6% 2% 3% 6% 7% 4% 6% 5% - 

Support from 
a charity 

5% 6% 3% 9% 16% 3% 2% 0% 3% 2% 6% 9% 7% - 

I had saved 
specially for 
this expense 

4% 5% 3% 8% 9% 5% 2% 0% 6% 2% 3% 2% 14% - 

I went into 
debt 

3% 3% 3% 7% 6% 2% 4% 0% 4% 3% 4% 2% 3% - 

I took out a 
loan / other 
credit 

3% 3% 3% 5% 5% 4% 2% 1% 3% 2% 5% 2% 4% - 

Other 2% 2% 2% - 1% 1% 3% 3% 1% 2% 3% 1% - 8% 

I did not pay 
for the 
funeral 

31% 29% 34% 21% 20% 36% 27% 40% 33% 33% 27% 30% 31% 33% 

Prefer not to 
say 

3% 4% 2% 1% 5% 6% 2% 1% 5% 1% 3% 3% 2% 7% 

Base:  All respondents who have experienced a bereavement in the last three years (684) 
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Figure 6.25: Which of the following best describes your, or your family's, ability to afford the funeral? 

 

Base:  All respondents who have experienced a bereavement in the last three years (684) 

 

 Struggled 
Some 

difficulties 

No 

difficulties 

Male 14% 19% 50% 

Female 8% 18% 52% 

18-24 8% 32% 45% 

25-34 28% 26% 35% 

35-44 8% 18% 56% 

45-54 16% 19% 44% 

55+ 4% 10% 63% 

<€20k 14% 22% 41% 

€20-€39.9k 10% 23% 49% 

€40-€59.9k 6% 18% 53% 

€60-€99.9k 13% 17% 57% 

€100-149.9k 19% 12% 54% 

€150k+ 17% - 75% 

TOTAL 11% 19% 51% 
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Figure 6.26: Which of the following best describe the reasons why you had difficulties affording the 
funeral? 

 

Base:  All respondents who had some difficulties affording the funeral (209) 

NOTE:  Analysis by age group and household income is not provided due to small base sizes. 

 

Figure 6.27: . Earlier you said that you received government support to help with funeral costs. Which 
form of support did you access? 

 

Base:  All respondents who received government or charity support to pay for a funeral (71) 

 

Male Female 

33% 24% 

28% 29% 

24% 19% 

28% 10% 

17% 11% 

4% 6% 

7% 9% 
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Figure 6.28: Earlier you said you did not receive any government support to help with funeral costs. Why 
did you not access any form of support? 

 

Base:  All respondents who did not receive support from the government or charity (613) 

 

Figure 6.29: Were you affected in any of these ways as a result of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic? 

 

Base:  All respondents who have experienced a bereavement in the last three years (684) 
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Figure 6.30: Which of the following best describes the impact of COVID-19 on the costs of the funeral? 

 

<€20k 38% 25% 3% 20% 15% 

€20- 
€39.9k 

36% 20% 6% 23% 16% 

€40- 
€59.9k 

38% 20% 7% 21% 14% 

€60- 
€99.9k 

30% 19% 22% 21% 8% 

€100-
149.9k 

23% 27% 29% 11% 10% 

Base:  All respondents who say the funeral was impacted by COVID-19 (370) 

NOTE:  Analysis by those with household incomes of €150k  is not shown due to very small base size (7) 

 

Figure 6.31: Have you experienced any other type of financial impacts? 

 

Base:  All respondents who have experienced a bereavement in the last three years (684) 

 

 Yes No 

Male 25% 67% 

Female 19% 70% 

18-24 33% 49% 

25-34 41% 50% 

35-44 28% 61% 

45-54 21% 69% 

55+ 6% 90% 

<€20k 29% 58% 

€20-€39.9k 19% 73% 

€40-€59.9k 18% 74% 

€60-€99.9k 23% 66% 

€100-149.9k 25% 67% 

€150k+ 17% 83% 

TOTAL 22% 69% 
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Figure 6.32: In which of the following ways were you financially affected? 

 

Base: All respondents who have experienced other types of financial impact (155) 

 

Figure 6.33: Have you experienced any other financially related impacts? 

 

Base: All respondents who have experienced other types of financial impact (155) 
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Figure 6.34: Were you employed at the time of your loss? 

 

Base:  All respondents who have experienced a bereavement in the last three years (684) 

 

Figure 6.35:Did you stop working following the bereavement? 

 

Base:  All respondents who were working at the time of their loss (464) 

 Yes No 

Male 70% 30% 

Female 66% 34% 

18-24 64% 36% 

25-34 79% 21% 

35-44 81% 19% 

45-54 69% 31% 

55+ 56% 44% 

<€20k 44% 56% 

€20-€39.9k 65% 35% 

€40-€59.9k 73% 27% 

€60-€99.9k 80% 20% 

€100-149.9k 78% 22% 

€150k+ 100% - 

TOTAL 68% 32% 
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Changes to working arrangements, analysis by key sub-groups 

  
Gend

er 
Household type Household income 

 
Tot
al 

M F 

Liv
e 

alo
ne 

Live 
with 
othe
rs 

Coup
le, no 
childr

en 

Single 
paren

t, 
with 
childr

en 

Coup
le 

with 
childr

en 

 €2
0k 

€20-
€39.
9k 

€40-
€59.
9k 

€60-
€99.
9k 

€100
-

€149.
9k 

€150
k+ 

Yes, I was on 
paid leave 

27% 30% 25% 29% 24% 25% 31% 29% 17% 28% 21% 32% 34% 43% 

Yes, I was on 
unpaid leave 

11% 11% 12% 18% 8% 8% 31% 8% 25% 12% 13% 6% 12% - 

Yes, on a 
combination of 
paid and unpaid 
leave 

7% 8% 6% 4% 11% 12% - 6% 10% 4% 10% 7% 2% 8% 

Yes, I left my job 
completely 

4% 5% 2% 3% 4% 2% - 5% 2% 2% 4% 6% 4% - 

No, but I 
reduced my 
hours 

6% 4% 8% 8% 12% 2% 9% 5% 12% 6% 8% 4% 3% - 

No, there was 
no change to my 
working 
arrangements 

41% 40% 43% 34% 34% 47% 29% 45% 25% 45% 40% 43% 41% 48% 

Prefer not to 
say 

3% 3% 4% 4% 6% 3% - 2% 8% 3% 5% 1% 5% - 

NET: ANY 
CHANGE TO 
WORKING 
ARRANGEM
ENTS 

56% 57% 54% 61% 59% 50% 71% 53% 67% 52% 55% 56% 55% 52% 

Base:  All respondents who were working at the time of their loss (464) 
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Figure 6.36: Why did you decide to take leave from employment? 

 

Base:  All respondents who changed their working arrangements (260) 

NOTE:  Analysis by other variables is not provided due to small base sizes. 

 

Figure 6.37: How long did the change last for after the bereavement? 

 

Base:  All respondents who changed their working arrangements (260) 

NOTE:  Analysis by other variables is not provided due to small base sizes. 

 

Male Female 

41% 45% 

36% 36% 

18% 18% 

16% 6% 

11% 11% 

3% 9% 

4% 5% 

 

Male Female 

40% 43% 

22% 20% 

11% 12% 

7% 7% 

6% 1% 

5% 2% 

4% 8% 

2% 2% 

3% 4% 
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Figure 6.38: When did you return to work? 

 

Base:  All respondents who changed their working arrangements (260) 

NOTE:  Analysis by other variables is not provided due to small base sizes. 

 

Figure 6.39: When you got back to work, did you experience any negative changes in your workplace? 

 

Base:  All respondents who have returned to work (252) 

NOTE:  Analysis by other variables is not provided due to small base sizes. 

 

Male Female 

23% 18% 

20% 13% 

16% 8% 

8% 11% 

5% 10% 

22% 27% 

2% 5% 

2% 3% 

3% 4% 

 

Male Female 

45% 25% 

18% 21% 

- 1% 

35% 50% 

2% 3% 
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Figure 6.40: Did your income from your job vary after your return to work? 

 

Base:  All respondents who have returned to work (252) 

NOTE:  Analysis by other variables is not provided due to small base sizes. 

 

Figure 6.41: Have you experienced any of the following health impacts following your bereavement? 

 

Base:  All respondents who have experienced a bereavement in the last three years (684) 

 

Male Female 

35% 15% 

10% 15% 

54% 68% 

1% 2% 
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Incidence of health impacts, analysis by key sub-groups 

 

Yes - 
mental 
health 
issues 

Yes - social 
isolation 

Yes - 
physical 
illness 

No Don't know 
Prefer not 

to say 

NET: ANY 
HEALTH 
IMPACTS 

Male 22% 13% 14% 57% 2% 3% 38% 

Female 23% 19% 7% 56% 3% 3% 37% 

18-24 34% 32% 17% 29% 4% 7% 60% 

25-34 26% 15% 20% 47% 1% 4% 48% 

35-44 29% 16% 13% 48% 4% 4% 45% 

45-54 22% 15% 8% 59% 4% 2% 34% 

55+ 14% 12% 3% 75% 2% 1% 22% 

<€20k 31% 17% 16% 49% 2% 3% 46% 

€20-€39.9k 21% 18% 7% 59% 4% 2% 35% 

€40-€59.9k 25% 15% 6% 57% 3% 3% 36% 

€60-€99.9k 17% 13% 15% 57% 3% 3% 37% 

€100-149.9k 20% 13% 5% 63% 2% 7% 29% 

€150k+ 25% 25% 17% 59% - - 41% 

TOTAL 23% 16% 10% 57% 3% 3% 37% 

Base:  All respondents who have experienced a bereavement in the last three years (684) 

 

Figure 6.42: Did you require any treatment? 

 

Base:  All respondents who have experienced health impacts (257) 
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Incidence of health impacts, analysis by key sub-groups 

 
Prescription 
of medicine 

GP 
vists 

Other 
forms of 

professional 
help 

Hospita-
lisation 

Other 
type of 
medical 

visits 

Other 
No 

treatment 
required 

Prefer 
not to 

say 

NET: ANY 
TREATMENT 

Male 35% 27% 21% 13% 10% - 28% 1% 71% 

Female 23% 27% 20% 10% 4% 1% 35% 4% 61% 

18-24 22% 20% 33% 14% 10% - 21% 2% 77% 

25-34 43% 19% 18% 15% 7% - 18% 2% 80% 

35-44 34% 23% 20% 15% 10% - 33% - 67% 

45-54 30% 41% 16% 7% 2% - 39% 7% 54% 

55+ 16% 37% 19% 4% 4% 2% 48% 2% 50% 

<€20k 30% 23% 18% 15% 8% - 29% 3% 68% 

€20-€39.9k 28% 32% 29% 5% 2% - 34% 4% 63% 

€40-€59.9k 20% 34% 23% 12% 10% 2% 31% 2% 67% 

€60-€99.9k 36% 21% 17% 12% 8% - 29% 2% 70% 

€100-
149.9k 

32% 24% 27% 14% 13% - 38% - 62% 

TOTAL 30% 27% 21% 11% 7% 0% 31% 2% 66% 

Base:  All respondents who have experienced health impacts (257) 

NOTE: Analysis by household income of €150k  is not shown due to a very low base size (5). 

 

Figure 6.43: Did you have to pay for any of these treatments? 

 

Base:  All respondents who have experienced health impacts (257) 

NOTE: Analysis by household income of €150k  is not shown due to a very low base size (5). 

 

 Yes No 

Male 53% 46% 

Female 43% 55% 

18-24 57% 37% 

25-34 70% 28% 

35-44 44% 56% 

45-54 36% 64% 

55+ 31% 67% 

<€20k 30% 69% 

€20-€39.9k 40% 58% 

€40-€59.9k 50% 44% 

€60-€99.9k 66% 34% 

€100-149.9k 62% 38% 

TOTAL 48% 50% 
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Figure 6.44: Have these health issues had a financial impact on your life? 

 

Base:  All respondents who have experienced health impacts (257) 

 

Incidence of financial impact caused by health issues, analysis by key sub-groups 

 

Yes, my 
ability to 
work has 

been 
reduced 

Yes, I have 
had to take 
out credit / 

dip into 
savings to 

pay for 
treatment 

Yes, my 
academic 

studies 
have been 

interrupted 

Yes, I have 
needed 

additional 
career 

support 

No 
Prefer not 

to say 

NET: ANY 
FINANCIAL 

IMPACT 

Male 35% 27% 17% 19% 32% - 68% 

Female 15% 15% 13% 8% 52% 3% 45% 

18-24 30% 26% 31% 18% 19% - 81% 

25-34 30% 27% 21% 24% 23% 2% 75% 

35-44 31% 21% 12% 13% 44% - 57% 

45-54 18% 16% 4% 7% 57% 2% 40% 

55+ 13% 16% 6% 8% 67% 4% 29% 

<€20k 35% 15% 16% 8% 34% 3% 63% 

€20-€39.9k 18% 17% 10% 12% 55% - 45% 

€40-€59.9k 19% 23% 11% 16% 41% 2% 57% 

€60-€99.9k 24% 28% 15% 21% 38% - 62% 

€100-149.9k 25% 26% 37% 14% 38% - 62% 

TOTAL 25% 21% 15% 14% 41% 1% 57% 

Base:  All respondents who have experienced health impacts (257) 

NOTE: Analysis by household income of €150k  is not shown due to a very low base size (5). 
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6.5.5 Exploring the potential impacts of bereavement among the non-bereaved 

population 

Figure 6.45: Do you rely on any of these people financially, either completely or partially? 

 

Male 27% 12% 14% 4% 4% 2% 1% 1% - 49% 3% 

Female 30% 10% 7% 3% 2% 1% 1% 1% 1% 48% 2% 

18-24 14% 13% 42% 16% - - 3% 3% 3% 22% 6% 

25-34 21% 29% 27% 4% 8% 2% 2% 2% 2% 41% 4% 

35-44 28% 9% 6% 3% 3% 2% 1% - - 50% 4% 

45-54 41% 8% 1% 2% 2% 3% - 1% - 42% 2% 

55+ 30% 4% - 2% 2% 1% - 1% - 63% - 

Base:  All respondents who have not experienced a bereavement in the last three years (309) 

 

Figure 6.46: If this person / these people were to die, besides the emotional pain of bereavement, would 
you experience any negative financial impacts? 

 

Base:  All respondents who have not experienced a bereavement in the last three years and are financially reliant on someone else (155) 

NOTE:  Analysis is not provided by age or household income due to low base sizes. 

 

 Yes No 

Male 64% 21% 

Female 56% 26% 

TOTAL 60% 24% 
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Figure 6.47: In which of the following ways, if any, do you think you would be financially affected if that 
person / these people were to die? 

 

Base:  All respondents who have not experienced a bereavement in the last three years and who say they would be negatively affected if someone 

they are financially reliant on were to die (92) 

 

Figure 6.48: In which of the following ways, if any, do you think you would be financially affected if that 
person were to die? 

 

Base:  All respondents who have not experienced a bereavement in the last three years and who say they would be negatively affected if someone 

they are financially reliant on were to die (92) 
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Figure 6.49: Have you made any plans to address any of these potential impacts? If not, why is that? 

 

Base:  All respondents who say they would struggle financially in some way if a person they rely on were to die (88) 

Base:  All respondents who have not made any plans (45) 
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Requested analysis by IHF team post report 
 
1. Reanalysis of Figure 4.5, page 46. Requested analysis of Expected vs Actual costs based on those who 

experienced a bereavement and were involved in organisisng funeral in the last 3 years (n=347). Original 

analysis conducted on those who were bereaved in the last 3 years (n=684) 
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2. Reanalysis of Figure 4.6, page 47. Requested analysis of funds used for a funeral by those who 

experienced a bereavement in the last 3 years, were involved in the organisation of a funeral and 

reported that they struggled to afford the funeral (n=156). Original analysis was conducted on those 

who experienced a bereavement in the last 3 years and were involved in the organisation of a funeral 

(n=346). 
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3. Reanalysis of Figure 4.8, page 49. Requested analysis of why not access government payments by those 

who were bereaved in the last 3 years, were involved in organising a funeral and did not access 

government payments (n=283). Originally analysis conducted on those who were involved in organising 

a funeral and reported difficulty affording the funeral (n=153). 

 


